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COUNTRY 
PAUSIE Bovnd up 


Britain's 1st Country Music Newspaper is a 
wholly owned publication. under the sole 


@ FOLLOWING the shock withdrawal of MCA 
Records’ Award Winning Country Star, George Strait 
from the 1986 Peterborough Country Music Festival, a 
last minute decision by CBS/Epic star Tammy 
Wynette that she will not be coming to England (for 
similar reasons to Strait’s), has been met with 
tremendous disappointment from her many loyal 
British fans. 


@ Peterborough Festival Press Officer, Warren 
Davies, ‘In a midnight call from Nashville on 
Friday 13th June, American Booking Agent, Trisha 
Walker told us of Tammy’s decision. I know that, ever 
since the kidnapping some years ago, George Richey, 
Tammy’s husband and business manager, has been 
very concerned about security surrounding Tammy, 
but, on this occasion, we understand the decision is 
purely Tammy’s.’ 


@ However, Davies was delighted to announce that 
fully fledged stars of Nashville’s famed Grand Ole 
Opry, Bill Anderson with the Po Folks, plus ‘Queen Of 
Country’ Kitty Wells, with her full stage show which 
includes Johnny and Bobby Wright, are now coming! 


®@ Said Davies, ‘Within minutes of hearing the news 
about Tammy Wynette, Jeffrey Kruger was able to 
confirm that Bill Anderson and his Po Folks, also 
sixties’ Super Star Del Reeves had been added to the 
Peterborough bill and will renew his former 
association with Billie Jo Spears, plus news that Kitty 
Wells had reversed her previous decision not to travel.’ 


STOP PRESS 


THE GRAND OLE OPRY STARS SAVE THE DAY 


TAMMY WYNETTE DOES NOT ‘STAND BY HER MAN"! 


@ Asked about Del Reeves, Jeffrey Kruger replied, ‘Iam 
confident that Del could be another one of the 
sensations of the 1986 Peterborough Festival. He hasn’t 
been to Europe for more than ten years, but has recently 
been ‘stealing the show’ on various major TV 
presentations in the States and is enjoying great 
popularity. And, of course, I am delighted that 
‘Whispering’ Bill Anderson has agreed to come. I have 
been negotiating with him for some weeks and I know 
how much he is loved by his British fans. These 
‘international problems’ have been giving us a 
headache and involved a lot of extra work, but I now 
believe we have a very strong COUNTRY line-up, which 
will provide a great show at Peterborough 1986, 
something to entertain all British fans. 


THE LATE ‘DEVELOPMENT’ 


@ With just a few weeks left before the event, 
Peterborough Development Corporation have told the 
Festival Promoters (The Kruger Organisation and 
Peterborough City Council) that they CANNOT use the 
special complex at the Court Exhibition Centre, 
Bretton, as was announced in last month’s press. 


@ Asaresult, the official Peterborough Country Music 
Festival reverts to the previously established site on the 
Nene Valley Embankment, near the City Centre. 


@ In a statement released on 23rd June 1986, the 
Kruger Office stated, ‘notwithstanding a contract 


@ The British acts announced at 


THE GREAT 


press date include elements of 


bluegrass (both modern and 


MORECAMBE 
FESTIVAL 


@ LANCASTER City Council 
have just announced more 
details of a major new Country 


Airforce. 


traditional) via acts like the 
Balham Alligators, Pete Stanley, 
Brian Golbey and Free Mexican 


@ Among the rest of the British 
bands booked are Rose Marie, 


proprietorship of C Kettle. controlling the CMRU 
Publishing Group of Companies. 
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Music Bank Holiday event, to be 
staged at the Empire Arena, 
Central Promenade, Morecambe 
this summer. 


@ Although most artistes have 
yet to be contractually 


confirmed, the Festival will be 
held over the weekend 22nd-25th 


Kenny Johnson & Northwind, 
Memphis Short & Grand Canyon, 
Vegas, Cliff Ledger’s Family 
Band, West Virginia, Randy Blue 
& Deepwater and resident act the 
Mick Conlin Band. 


@ For further details, telephone 
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Brings You The News 
With The Reviews 


entered into with the full knowledge, consent and 
approval of Peterborough City Council, at the eleventh 
hour Peterborough’s Development Corporation, who 
apparently own the land and head lease, have decided 
that the City’s Country Music Festival, if held at the 
Court Exhibition Centre, might be ‘a nuisance to the 
citizens of Bretton’, the main objection being the 
inability of the Development Corporation to give the 
Festival event adequate car parking facilities.’ 


@ Itseems that the Development Corporation, being a 
law unto themselves, did not hold a formal meeting 
until Friday 13th June and by ‘CMRU’s press date the 
Festival organiseres still had not received official 
notification, the decision apparently having been 
conveyed to them via the lessees of the Court Centre. 


@ Kruger spokesman Warren Davies told ‘CMRU’, 
‘The Peterborough City Council and ourselves are 
doing everything possible to ensure that the limitations 
of the Embankment site do not detract from the other 
improvements we are making for the Festival. Three 
big tops, capable of seating 5,000 plus, are currently 
available to us and we will select the most suitable 
during the next few days.” 


@ Camping, caravan and car parking arrangements 
will now be as previous years, but with considerable 
improvements in toilet and other facilities. 
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August. According to our (0524) 417120, ext. 491/441. 


sources, the line-up already 
includes two American acts who 
have been long-time favourites 
in Britain, Slim Whitman and 
George Hamilton IV, but our 
American contacts info that 
among the other stars Americans 
(but not confirmed) are Hank 
Thompson and Jana Jae. 


@ This new promotion, in 
association with Jed Ford, will 
also feature many popular British 
acts and the shows will be 
compered by BBC Radio 2’s 
‘Country Club’ DJ, Wally Whyton. 


Gate 


advertisement 
is wrong 
were here to 
put it right. 


If you see an advertisement in 
the press, in print, on posters or in the 
cinema which you find unacceptable, 
write to us at the address below. 

The Advertising 
Standards Authority. 


ASA Ltd. Dept 3 Brook House. 
Tormngton Place, London WC1LE 7HN 


TOGETHER AGAIN 


@ Bill Anderson who, with his Po Folk, replaces Tammy Wynette at the 
Peterborough Country Music Festival, pictured here with long-time 
friend and Peterborough Festival promoter Jeffrey Kruger. 
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“FROM HONDAS TO HORSES - KAWASAKIS TO COWBOYS « 


@ DONINGTON Park is to take 
on a new guise on Sunday 13th 
July 1986. Usually the scene of 
leather clad, helmet topped 
riders of roaring racing 
machines, it will be taking ona 
new role and acting as the venue 
for leather clad, stetson topped 
riders of bucking broncos. 


crowds fully occupied all day and 
the licensed bar will provide the 
necessary ‘watering hole’ for all. 


@ Country music will be 
provided by many of Britain’s top 
country music artistes, including 
Tammy Cline & Southern 
Comfort, Rose Marie, 
Yellowstone Picnic Band, Pete 


Sayers & Dixie Bluebirds, 
Louisiana Hellraisers and Yellow 
Rose Band. should be a great 
‘family day out’ for all cowboys, 
indians and music lovers alike. 
@ For more details, telephone 
Gramlow Promotions Ltd. on 
(0623) 871 400. - Tickets are 
cheaper if you pre-book. 


@ Axe throwing, quick draw, 
bull whipping, stunt riding (on 
four legs, not two wheels), 
lasooing and stunt fighting, a re- 
enactment of a Civil War battle, 
not to mention fire eating and 
stilt walking, should provide 
enough entertainment and 
activity to keep the hoped for 
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CMRU COVERS 
THE COUNTRY 


Cover Star Picture, Reba McEntire, 
Courtesy of A J Barratt and MCA Records 
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Publishers warning: ‘Country Music Round Up’ can seriously involve you with all that goes on in country music . 
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Country Music Round Up 


To cast your vote, delete all names in each category, except your choice. 


HIGHEST 
EVER 
POLL 


@ THE ‘Country Music Round Up International 
Awards’ Poll has evoked its greatest ever 
response from its readers. 


@ Part One of the voting having been 
concluded, it's evolved that there has been a 
31% increase in the number of returns over all 
previous Award Polls the publication has 
sponsored. 


@ The increased voting has also revealed a 
much wider selection of artiste popularity 
amongst ‘CMRU’s readership. Many of the 
traditional favourites, although still maintaining a 
high level of support, are now being eclipsed by 
some of their more progressive country 
counterparts. 


@ However, the voting has been close, very 
close and it is quite apparent that recent UK tour 
and festival appearances have benefited certain 
artistes within this year’s Poll. 


®@ The object of these Awards is to acknowledge 
public popularity in all areas of country music 
amongst British fans in general. Certainly the 
cross section of artistes, both British and 
overseas, that has emerged via this Poll, reflects 
that we have a very broad based readership 
interest which, in turn, we hopefully conclude, 
reflects the general editorial policies of the 
publication. 


®@ Forthis year’s Awards it was originally planned 
to emerge from Part One with the top five most 
popular acts in each of ten categories. However, 
such was the closeness of the voting that not one, 
but several sectors have thrown up tied positions. 
Here is a brief summary of how you have polled so 
far:- 


@ /n seeking to find the ‘Most Promising British 
Act’ we found two acts tied for the fifth nominee 
position (so both go forward). Things get even 
more complicated in the ‘Most Popular British 
Group’ sector, two acts having tied in third 
position, effectively leaving just one nominee 
place remaining. But, four bands then all polled 
exactly the same number of votes, so we have 
seven groups going into Part Two in search of 
your verdict. 


@ /n the ‘Most Popular British (Male) Solo Act’ 
section, it seems things are really tight at the top, 
with yet another tie causing six finalists. 


However, breathing very hard down the necks of 
the published nominees for this Award, we found 
another group of six acts, all within close striking 
distance of a nominee place. (In one case just a 
single vote made all the difference). In fact, they 
were all so well supported, we feel they are very 
worthy of a mention. So, in no particular order, 
they were:- Kelvin Henderson, Keith Manifold, 
Jim Ryder, Johnny Marks, Tony Goodacre and 
Ray Lynam. 


®@ Jhe heat is on too, in the ‘Most Popular British 
(Female) Solo Act’ section, where once again, 
almost unbelievably, a dead heat has meant six 
finalists go forward to Part Two of the Poll. 


@ Recounts were necessary again among the 
‘International’ categories, as amazingly, exactly 
equal numbers emerged within both the ‘Most 
Popular (Female) Solo Act’ and ‘Most Promising 
International Act’ so, here again each sector has 
six not five final nominees. 


@® Among the acts who appear not to have 
benefited from the increased percentage poll in 
the International sectors was former ‘Female 
Solo’ award winner, Emmylou Harris who, quite 
surprisingly, just failed to make it to the final 
selection this year, as does another former 
regular contender (and the Editor's early tip) 
Crystal Gayle. Another major surprise is that 
there is no place for Boxcar Willie either in your 
choice. A very heavy poll in this category (some 
folk don't complete all sections) just ‘rail roaded' 
the still highly popular ‘hobo’ out of this year's 
final placings, sharing joint sixth place with Willie, 
Waylon and Merle Haggard. George Jones, 
having clearly lost some favour with British fans, 
could only make fourteenth place behind 
Britain's Raymond Froggatt. In contrast, 
renewed recent publicity on Bobby Bare has, it 
seems, brought him back into the running with 
British fans and his current tour could well 
enhance his chances of collecting those final 
votes. 


@ Recent publicity and an excellent debut 
album release has apparently boosted Dwight 
Yoakam into the limelight, making him perhaps 
the biggest surprise, as he gets a nomination in 
the ‘Most Promising International Act’ category. 
George Strait's reputation too, has gone before 
him as he gains a place among the ‘Most Popular 
International Male Solo’ nominees. 


@ Impressive Silk Cut Festival debuts and 
subsequent TV exposure have clearly allowed 
John Schneider and Exile to influence our readers 
and the Moody Brothers’ recent concert tour and 
Wembley performances have stamped their mark 
on the UK fans. 


@ There is also a clear underlying indication 
within the overall poll that the CMA's ‘Discover 
New Country’ campaign has made at least some 
impression, with other artistes such as Sawyer 
Brown and Rosanne Cash, whilst not making the 
final countdown, collecting a sizeable number of 
votes and were well in contention with our 
readers’ popularity poll. 


c- —-~----- ~~ VOTES WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED ON THIS OFFICIAL CUT-OUT COUPON ------------------: 


->><--- NOMINEE FINALISTS 


THE following are the Final Nominees and categories 


originating from Part One of the ‘Country Music Round Up 
International Awards’ Poll 1986 (listed in no particular order):- 


COMPLETE THIS FORM 


Most Popular 
International Group 
Exile 

Nitty Gritty Dirt Band 
Statler Brothers 
Alabama 

The Oak Ridge Boys 


Most Popular 
International Duo/Trio 


The Bellamy Brothers 

The Judds 

Kenny Rogers & Dolly Parton 
Ray Lynam & Philomena Begley 
Waylon & Willie 


Most Popular International 
(Male) Solo Act 


Ricky Skaggs 
George Strait 
Don Williams 
Johnny Cash 
Kenny Rogers 
Bobby Bare 


Most Popular International 
(Female) Solo Act 

Tammy Wynette 

Dolly Parton 

Lacy J Dalton 

Reba McEntire 

Janie Fricke 

Carroll Baker 


Most Promising 
International Act 
Moody Brothers 
John Schneider 
Exile 

Gary Morris 

Dwight Yoakam 
The Judds 


Most Popular 
British Group 
West Virginia Clovis 


Colorado Poacher 


Hickory Lake 
Campbell’s Country 
Pinkerton’s Colours 


Most Popular 
British Duo/Trio 


Bob Newman & Carole Gordon 
Philomena Begley & Ray Lynam 
Manson Grant & The Dynamos 


Spill The Beans Trio 
The Duffy Brothers 


Most Popular British 
(Male) Solo Act 
Gerry Ford 

Mel Hague 

Raymond Froggatt 

Tony Best 

Kenny Johnson 

Stu Stevens 


Most Popular British 
(Female) Solo Act 
Philomena Begley 

Sandi Hart 

Ruby Rendall 

Rose Marie 

Little Ginny 

Tammy Cline 


Most Promising 
British Act 
Sarah Jory 

Jim Ryder 

The Waltons 

Stu Page & Remuda 
Firewater 


Louisiana Hellraisers 


WIN A NIGHT WITH THE STARS 
AT THE GRAND GALA PRE-FESTIVAL DINNER 


@ AS an added incentive for readers to cast their votes in our Poll, we shall be 


entering everyone who sends in their completed Voting Form for our Super 
Special) Free’ Prize Draw: .csc.cesev-skescscsccecattevtackvansasavsoahitcraspsiacsuantares 
@ The winner will get a Special Invitation for two persons to attend the Grand 
Gala Dinner being held on the eve of the Festival to honour the Stars and 
Celebrity Guests appearing over the Bank Holiday Weekend. 


@ We shall provide weekend, twin-bedded, bed and breakfast hotel 
accommodation, courtesy of Moat House Hotel, as well as giving you your 
tickets for the entire Festival Shows. 


= YOUR LAST CHANCE TO VOTE =: 


@ The 1986 ‘Country Music Round Up International Awards’ 
presentation ceremony will take place on stage at the mammoth 
Peterborough Country Music Festival (23rd-25th August). 


The closing date for all entries is July 31st 1986. 


Send your completed coupon to:- 


Messrs. Swales & Walden (Chartered Accountants), 
Dept. Int. Awards, 70 High Street, Lincoln, LN5 8AD. 


rm oy 


WRITING - TONY ANDERSON, PICTURES FROM BRIAN RICHARDS 


THE GYPSY REMUDA STOPS AT HARLOW 


@ FOLLOWING all the press coverage by the media 
recently at a certain ‘hippie’ convoy, Harlow District 
Council (for the ninth time) entertained one even more 
vast, when an array of tents, caravans and even 
unprotected sleeping bags invaded their town for the All 
British Country Music Festival. 


@ This now well-established ‘Free Festival’ that, over 
the years, has always played to a capacity audience, 
proved no exception this time around. 

With the appropriately named Gypsy opening the 
weekend's entertainment the mood was set for one of 
fun, freedom and some of the best country sounds 
Britain can provide. With Jan really bubbling into her 
performance, the rest of the group kept hold of peoples’ 
attention at this early stage. (Pam Jones of Orpington 
thought ‘that they were personality plus for an opening 
act’, while Tony Hewick echoed similar thoughts when 
he said, ‘Just what the doctor ordered’). While sticking 
to fairly conventional material, their up tempo version of 
Felice and Boudleaux Bryant's ‘Rocky Top’ certainly 
had the crowd tapping along. 


® Although traditionally the Saturday usually sees a 
smaller crowd than the Sunday, it was quite a full park 
that welcomed the diminutive Stu Page & Remuda, 
including the now well-established ‘new' member of the 
group, ex-Stone Creek drummer Brian Nicholls. This 
group is one of the new breed of British country acts that 
not only play Stateside hits, but also provide their own 
self penned songs. They encored their set with ‘Walk 
Right Back’ and the crowd would have been quite 
happy if they had. (Comments from the crowd could be 
summed up, | think, by quotes from two of our country 
music characters. Buffalo of the Hatfield Club said, 
‘Thought brilliant’, while Essex’s own Calamity said, 
‘Just great with his outlaw voice’). 


@ Now moving well into the afternoon, the weather, 
which so far this summer has not proved the most 
reliable, was holding out, although giving the warmth we 
have come to expect at this event on stage, a fact borne 
out with the appearance of Vegas. This was the first time 
| had seen this combo since they first came on the scene 
when | thought particular parts of their play needed more 
attention. This has certainly happened and, with a 
programme ranging through cajun music to country pop, 
plus the more than adept fiddle playing of Julie, they 
maintained the high standard that had been prevalent all 
afternoon. (Doncaster’s Marc Harding eulogised about 
the tightness of their harmonies and was impressed with 
their overall performance and especially their finale 
version of ‘Orange Blossom Special’). 


@ West Country veteran Kelvin Henderson was next on 
stage and on this occasion was backed by the Kelvin 
Henderson Band. Funny, | always prefer Kelvin when he 
has a backing rather than his solo performances and | 
was not disappointed this time. (Neither was Sharon 
Thomson, a long time fan of Kelvin's, with her quote of 
‘marvellous, magnificent and sexy!’ Andy Henry of High 
Wycombe considered him to be a performer who was 
easy to listen to and watch, with a great natural feel for 
the music, although local John Stevens was not 
impressed). 


@ When British country music is mentioned, it isn’t long 
before the name of Liverpool's Hillsiders crops up and 
here they were cropping up at Harlow. Over the years 
they have collected a well earned name for waving the 
British flag and this occasion was no exception, with a 
performance as smooth as any seen all day. (Steve Sells 
put it into a word when he said, ‘Professionally pleasant 
with their accepted high standard maintained’). 


@ We were now reaching into the evening and the final 
act, Tammy Cline & Burnt Ash. The audience seemed to 
enjoy her set which leaned strongly into the pop/country 
field. 


@ Sunday dawned and eventually we all made our way 
back to the park to await the appearance of the opening 
act, Key West. This was my first viewing of this group 
and | must profess to being taken by them. | loved the 
fiddle section in their programme, which certainly got 
day two off to a bright and breezy start (that weather 
again). 


@ The sun did try to shine occasionally during the 
afternoon, but only in short bursts, which is the way the 
next act appeals to me. Scotland’s Manson Grant is 
very popular among many | know, but somehow this 
fifties type music, like bluegrass, to me is best taken in 
small doses. Still, the crowd enjoyed him and that must 
be more to the point. 


@ ‘How Great Thou Art’, encored Bob McKinlay & 
Dixie Fried, an apt tune considering the way the crowd 
accepted the performance of this Northern group, 
(echoed by Terry Mayes from Bedford who, although 
professing not to be a country music fan, said he liked 
their music). 


@ |t was now time to introduce the ‘Clubs’ Choice 
Competition’ winners to the Festival. It turned out to be 
an act recently featured in ‘CMRU’ on the anniversary 
of their tenth year, West Virginia. So, after collecting 
their popularity award they proceeded to show they 
deserved it, with a performance that included numbers 
like ‘Charlie’ and ‘18 Yellow Ribbons’. 


@ So, it was left to Ruby Rendall & Cimarron to fill what 
must have been one of the most awkward spots of the 
weekend, with a performance that showed how she has 
moved on since those early days. (Doreen Dale of 
Greenwich was one who thoroughly enjoyed her 
performance and the lads backing her). 
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@ All good things come to a close and it now befell the 
joint comperes Vic Woodhouse and Tony Best to fetch 
on the final group of the Festival. It was understandable 
to see why the crowd had remained when it was Kenny 
Johnson & Northwind, because this ever popular group 
rounded off the two days with a show which left everyone 
present looking forward to the Tenth Harlow festival on 
Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th June 1987. As far as acts 
are concerned for next year, the only thing Council 
organisers would say is, ‘Like everyone else, you will 
have to wait and see. It would be awful to let the cat out of 
the bag. The bigger the surprise, the bigger the 
enjoyment. But, believe me, it’s going to be good.’ 


@ |f proposals in the pipeline are fulfilled, then next year 
will be exactly the same as 1986, a first class weekend of 
British Country Music. No degree of thanks is high 
enough to the council who provide this facility absolutely 
free, Harlow District Council. We must not forget either, 
the efforts of Dick Kilburn, their Entertainments Officer for 
staying true to country music and the new member of 
their team Mark Ellis. | feel sure a letter of thanks to either 
of these gentlemen of country will be gratefully received 
and strengthen their claim to put on Britain’s best value 
for money country music festival for many years to come. 
My thanks to you gentlemen for a first class weekend of 
British Country Music and all strength to Harlow District 
Council for the continuance of what must now be 
accepted as a highlight in the Country Music Calendar. 


‘T’ FOR 
TRANSWORLD 
AND ‘TEA’ FOR 
TY PHOO 


Brian Ahern. 


@ Friday saw Marie Lester & 


COUNTRY 
MEETS POP 
IN LUTON 
FESTIVAL 


@ From Ireland comes the 
effervescent Rose Marie, whose 
latest album recently went straight 
into the Top 100 chart; Little Ginny 
comes back to the country music 
Stage with her band after a recent 
tour with the West End hit ‘Pump 
Boys And Dinettes’ starring Joe 


CMRU 
BULLETIN BOARD 


Brawn. Brings You The News 


@ THE Ty-Phoo Music Festival 
was held in the beautiful, tranquil 
setting of the Transworld Festival 
Gardens, (6-8 June 1986) a superb 
site for the mammoth music 
festival, with its four main stage 
venues set in a well organised and 
secure theme park, which caters 
ideally for a family day out. 


@ The whole event was organised 
by Soundsfestival Ltd., and the 
concept was also intended to 
feature the musical talents of 
Liverpool alongside some of 
Britain's finest talents, 


@ The four main stages featured 
rock and pop in the Festival Hall, 
jazz and blues in the Arena 
Theatre, with variety in the 
Riverside Theatre and country 
music in the Big Top (actually it 
was the same tent used at the first 
four Peterborough Festivals). 


Because the festival was aimed 
at the family, (Ty-Phoo) declared 
the site dry except for the sale of 
tea (causing the spitting of 
feathers from many of the 
musicians and seasoned festival 
hacks in attendance). 


@ Ironically, although public 
support for the event generally 
was a disappointment, each of the 
three afternoon country music 
shows had the best afternoon's 
attendance and consistently drew 
bigger gates than each of the other 
three venues put together. 


Hobo, Ken Harris & Station Break, 
Hickory Lake, Wild & Wooley, 
Johnny Spencer & Vegas and the 
Hillsiders, compered by Joe 
Butler. 

Saturday's bill featured Kenny 
Johnson & Northwind, Harvey, 
White Line Fever, R Cajun & The 
Zydeco Brothers, Gerry Ford & 
Gambler, Pete Sayers & Dixie 
Bluebird and the Raymond 
Froggatt Band, compered by Wally 
Whyton. 

Sunday found West Coast, Jody 
Stevens, Drews Brew, Phil Brady 
& The Ranchers, Kelvin 
Henderson Band and Shag 
Connors & The Carrot Crunchers, 
compered by Mike Tunstall. 


@ Animpressive line up, all of 
whom can be proud of their 
contribution, as they made both 
the event organisers and sponsors 
sit up and take notice. 


@ The weather for the first two 
days was cruel, with bitterly cold 
winds sweeping in from the mouth 
of the Mersey, but the final day 
was blessed with sunshine, if not 
the hoped for turnout of people. 
Although the evening Festival Hall 
shows did eventually pull the 
punters in, it was still the country 
music shows which caused the 
biggest stir and provided the 
sweetest taste in this massive 
brew from Ty-Phoo. Certainly the 
on site buzz was that country 
music is the blend that went down 
well with the sponsors and it will 
be very strongly featured in their 
mix for the future. I'll drink to that! 


@ COUNTRY music meets one of 
the best of pop when more than 
thirty highly rated British country 
acts feature in the Luton Showboat 
Festival (4th/Sth/6th July). But, it's 
Britain’s pop chart topping queen 
of song, Barbara Dickson who 
heads the line-up for an event that 
proclaims over twenty-four hours 
of entertainment during the three 
days. The major attractions being 
included in Saturday's and 
Sunday's concerts (starting at 
noon), are billed to offer more than 
ten hours of non-stop music. 


@ Presented by the Peterborough 
based Showboat Organisation, the 
plan is to transform Luton Town's 
Kenilworth Road soccer stadium 
into a concert arena seating 6,500 
people for this marriage between 
country and pop. 


@ The charismatic Barbara 
Dickson is certainly one of the few 
British artistes to match consistent 
chart success with tremendous 
concert performances and is now 
among an elite band of stars who 
can fill venues like London’s Royal 
Albert Hall. Barbara will be 
headlining on Sunday 6th July. 
Also just announced are details of 
key country artistes. Many already 
have an enormous following 
among country fans and there is 
certainly no better known band 
around the UK than Poacher, who 
can boast chart success in the 
United States. The group have 
recently joined Bobby Buck ona 
record with controversial cricket 
Star lan Botham. 


@ Other firm favourites for Luton 
include the Hillsiders, from 
Liverpool (they have become a 
country music institution over the 
past two decades,) plus the now 
equally well loved Raymond 
Froggatt Band, veterans of 
countless TV dates. 


@ Music with more than a 
Passing touch of humour will be 
provided by those zany West 
Country exiles Shag Connors & 
The Carrot Crunchers (complete 
with beer drinking cockerel), the 
Jon Derek Showboat will be 
setting sail on both Saturday and 
Sunday, with the country and 
western theme in character and 
costume (including buxom 
dancing girls)! 


@ Three stages within the 
auditorium on the Kenilworth Road 
pitch (which is being completely 
floored over for the occasion) and 
some three miles of flags and 
bunting will add to the 
atmosphere. 


@ Other acts include the Shack 
Band, plus Clovis (winners of no 
fewer than nine ‘Band Of The Year’ 
awards at different UK clubs 
during 1985; Ireland's Eileen King 
& The Kingsmen and the talented 
Kenny Johnson. Then there's Pete 
Sayers, Emerald, the Dick 
Edwards Trio, Mel Hague, the 
Kevin Duffy Band and Hickory 
Lake. 


@ Comperes include BBC 
‘Country Club’ presenter Wally 
Whyton and local _radio/ 
entertainer Mick Smith. 


With The Reviews 


CORBY HIGHLAND 
GATHERING 
FUN- DAY: 


@ This year’s Highland Gathering 
and Sunday/Fun-Day event on 
19th/20th July promises to be the 
most successful ever. 


@ Among the events is their ever 
popular Country and Western 
Show, which this year will be 
presented by Jed Ford, backed by 
Pinkerton’s Colours who head a 
cast comprising, The Black Spur 
Road Band, Indigo Lady, Rex 
Roper and The Mississippi Three. 
The DJ will be Cliff Stevens and 
your MC, Sherriff Danny Arnold. 


@ Caravans can be parked onsite 
for a fee of £10.00 for the week- 
end, including entrance for both 
days and admission to a ‘Ho- 
Down’ on the Saturday. Car 
parking is free and admission 
prices are very low, when you 
consider all the other activities 
and personalities on site. 


@ Saturday sets the Scottish 
flavour with The Regimental Band 
and, The Pipes and Drums of The 


Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 
(hopefully playing ‘Amazing 
Grace’, their famous ‘hit’ 
recording). The many other 
Saturday events include Highland 
Dancing, Piping and Drumming, 
Haggis Hurling and The World 
Haggis Eating Championships. 
Jeremy Beadle of ‘Game For A 
Laugh’ fame will be appearing in 
the Haggis events, as well as in 
our immensely popular Kiddies 
Korner. 


@ Sunday brings the greatest 
gathering of stars seen in Britain. 
Anita Dobson of ‘Eastenders’ fame 
will be joined by Bernie Winters 
and his famous dog Schnorbitz, 
Norman Collier (who willl provide 
fun with a Chicken Competition), 
Helen Worth and Thelma Barlow 
(Mavis Riley and Gail Tilsley of 
‘Coronation Street’). 


@ Dave Whitcombe will take on 
the best of Corby in Wm Youngers 
Scotch Bitter Darts Challenge 
Tournament. Kiddies Korner will 
be the ‘in’ place, with so many 
exciting events on offer plus Ziggy, 
Zammo and Jackie of ‘Grange 
Hill’. 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JULY 1986 & 


AMERICAN 
STORY 


@ TRISHA Walker has been 
associated with country music 
in Great Britain for many 
years. For the past eight 
years, she has been based in 
Nashville (although British 
herself), where she handles 
press, public relations, TV and 
International business for 
major artistes. She is also The 
Kruger Organisation’s co- 
ordinator in ‘Music City’, from 
where she sends this report:- 


®@ ‘The logistics of moving a 
dozen or more stars with more 
tha: one hundred musicians, 
technicians, camera crews, 
dignitaries etc., is no easy task 
and must be perfectly 
organised. 


@ Flying arrangements, hotel 
reservations, equipment 
specifications and ground 
transport are only part of the 
story. 


@ For instance, the 
Department of Employment 
requires passport and work 
details on each individual, 
weeks in advance, before work 
permits may be issued. 


@ Then there are the 
Musicians’ Union details. They 
insist on ‘Exchanges’, which 
means that for every American 
musician (not just the Star), 
working one day in Britain, we 
must show on day’s work fora 
British musician working in 
America. This starts to get even 
more complicated when radio 
and TV are involved, so you can 
imagine the headaches on a day 
to day basis! 


@ When Mr Kruger first 
employed me, he insisted that 
we would announce no names 
for tours or festivals until we had 
a written commitment from the 
artiste. We followed this policy in 
good faith with regard to the 
Peterborough Country Music 
Festival and advertised George 
Strait, Dottie West, Kitty Wells 
and Hank Thompsom. 


@ Immediately following the 
American raid on Libya, all 
major US television channels, 
national and local press and 
music trade papers carried 
‘panic’ stories which would have 
left you believing that England 
was in a state of ‘siege’. 


Of course, you know 
that to be ridiculous. 


@ Mr Kruger flew over here and 
we held a press conference at 
which he spoke to TV, radio and 
press news people in an attempt 
to put the situation in 
perspective. The immediate 
result was that Kitty Wells 
changed her mind and will be 
coming over with her complete 
show. 


@ George Strait, however, 
decided that he might be a 
terrorist target and for that, and 
other reasons, was not prepared 
‘to risk entering the overseas 
market’. He wrote to Mr Kruger 
about his decision (see 
elsewhere) and intends to come 
over for the Kruger Organisation 
when he feels the International 
situation is more stable. 
Meanwhile, he has been 
replaced on the festival bill by 
Billie Jo Spears. 


@ We have also been able to 
add long-time British favourites 
Freddy Wellerand Hank 
Locklin to the line-up and I am 
still negotiating with some 
exciting names. So, we hope to 
be able to add some last minute 
surprises to what I believe is one 
of the best festival bills I have 
ever worked on.’ 


@ At the time of the call, Kruger 
was involved in discussions with 
local newspapers and he put 
Peterborough ‘Telegraph’ writer 
David Rowles on the line to 
Woolsey. In an exclusive on the 
front page of the following day’s 
‘Telegraph’, Rowles reported, ‘Erv 
Woolsey told me, ‘George isn’t 
prepared to risk the trip. He knows 
he would be a prime target for 
terrorists after the Libyan 
bombings - that’s what's on his 
mind.’ 


@ Rowles asked the manager why 
Strait thought he might be more at 
risk than (for example) the US 
Ambassador, Mr Charles Price 
(who lives and works in the UK and 
recently wrote to major American 
newspapers saying that London 
was probably one of the world’s 
safest cities), or her Majesty The 
Queen, who happily walked 
through crowds during her birthday 
celebrations. But Woolsey was 
adamant, Strait would not be 
coming. 
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STRAIT TALKING 


@ GEORGE Strait will not appear at the Peterborough Country Music Festival. 
During a recent visit to Peterborough, promoter Jeffrey Kruger received a ‘phone call to his hotel suite from 
Erv Woolsey, Strait’s personal manager, cancelling his contract (worth $10,000). 


@ Jeffrey Kruger immediately 
commented, ‘I'm determined that 
the festival will not suffer. Of course 
I'm angry that he has pulled out. 
What he has done is irresponsible, 
but I’m afraid it’s typical of the way 
Americans are thinking. 


SPEARS STRAIGHT IN ! 


@ Within minutes of receiving Erv 
Woolsey’s call cancelling George 
Strait’s appearance at the 
Peterborough Country Music 
Festival, Jeffrey Kruger and his PR 
man Warren Davies were on the 
line to Billie Jo Spears. BJ was 
resting in her room at London's 
Royal Garden before taking her 
band for a meal at the Hard Rock 
Cafe. They were on one of only two 
days off during their hectic tour with 
Bobby Bare. 


@ BJ instantly accepted Kruger’s 
suggestion that she should replace 
Strait at Peterborough. She thought 
Strait’s decision was ‘Nonsense! 


a 
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It's being ridiculous, I've had a great 
tour here.’ She slammed ‘chicken 
Americans’ adding, ‘They just don’t 
know, but | shall be telling them 
when | get back. I’ve never seen it 
looking so beautiful over here.’ 


@ Warren Davies commented, ‘I’m 
thrilled that BU said ‘yes’. I've been 
on every date on the tour and she is 
presenting the best show I’ve seen 
her do in seven years. She has a 
great band around her now and the 
show moves from start to finish, from 
brand new ballads to hit after hit. 
They've been getting accolades, not 
only from the fans, but from country 
journalists and broadcasters 
everywhere.’ 


® ‘Naturally I'm disappointed about 
George Strait, particularly for his 
loyal fans and especially for Tony 
Byworth and Richard Wootton, 
who've worked so hard with MCA to 
try and establish Strait outside the 
limited country area. Fortunately for 
us, BJ is already popular in a much 
wider market. 


More than a Festival 


TICKET INFORMATION, 


ADVANCE BOOKINGS ETC. . .(0273) 503001 


TRADE STAND INFORMATION 
& RESERVATIONS 


Caravan/Camp 
INFORMATION 


DA 


Ten Acre Site 


(0273) 503001 


(0733) 66121 
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Now you can seé a sensational Weekend of Country Music! 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JULY 1986 


OPEN AIR ARENA 
10 am — 2pm 


SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 
British Showcase Special 


in Association with 

Dean Markley Sound Equipment 
FEATURING 

NEW, ORIGINAL SONGS 


American Square Dance 
Western Dress Competition 
American Trilogy Exhibition 
Marching Bands RAF Judo Display 
Beauty Competition 

Mini Train Ride etc. Swing Boat 
BumberCars __ Fun Castle 
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fA A Ten Acre 
Caravan/Camp Site 


To subscribe by Post, return the order form along with your eee ee eS Se Se Eo es see ee a 

Credit Card Information or Cheque to: [DAY ___ MAT. | EVE. | SECT. (ABCD)} NO OF TICKETS | TICKET PRICE | TOTAL AMOUNT, 

: . SATURDAY 
01-379 6433-0. B00KING: The Kruger Organisation (CP) Ltd | ee | je Si ri L 1 | 
: gig pl et : PO Box 1 30 2 Hove : Ea st Sussex BN3 60U pavement may be made by Cheque/Postal Order/Access or Barclaycard | 
@ oranyWH ‘Smith Teavel Pee : a ee eee end eee ee eee Please enclose SAE. All orders subject to SOp per person booking fee. | 
© 0000000000 COC2OCOCOE Cheques should be made payable to The Kruger Organisation (CP) Ltd 
i lenclose Cheque/Postal Order. Value€ _(including£ _: booking fee) i 
| prefer to pay by Access/Barclaycard No. _ be 

KEITH PROWSE | Value £ (includingé :  bookingfee) Signature 
CC 017419999 re 
No booking fee | Address | 


: erne bar wee 2 __TelepnoneNo. a | 
All advance orders must be received by July 31st, 1986. No refunds 2S SS SS ES SS SS SS ES Ge a 
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ARTISTES ON THE MOVE 


Ronnie McDowell to Top Billing; Randy Travis to World 
Class; Charly McClain and Wayne Massey to In Concert 
International; Burton Cummings to Entertainment Artists; 
Family Brown, Freddie Hart, The Carltons and Faron Young 
to Tessier-Marsh Talent, Madison, TN. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


Ronnie Milsap and The Oak Ridge Boys are already working 
on Christmas albums for their respective labels; Another TV 
special is in production, ‘Marty Robbins-Super Legend’. The 
two hour tribute will be hosted by John Schneider and will 
feature segments with Roy Acuff, Little Jimmy Dickens, 
Ralph Emery, Brenda Lee, Minnie Pearl and Faron Young. 
Multimedia Entertainment is producing the project as part of 
its series of prime time specials, ‘America Comes Alive’; 
The RIAA has certified Ronnie Milsap’s ‘Greatest Hits 
Vol.1’, double platinum and Hank Williams Jr.’s ‘The 
Pressure Is On’, platinum. Hank’s ‘High Notes’ LP also 
reached the gold level; The International Bluegrass Music 
Association will hold its first trade show (22-24 August) in 
Owensboro, KY. 


Tommy Thomason was critically injured in an automobile 
accident on 21st May as he was enroute to a singing 
engagement in Ocala, FL. His ‘Take Me Back To Lincoln 
County’ is currently No.20 on the Indie charts and has also 
been picked by Cash Box as a mover; Dan Seals’ EMI 
America album ‘Won't Be Blue Anymore’ and the recent No. 
One single ‘Bop’ have both been certified gold in Canada, 
representing sales of over 50,000 units each; Champion 
stunt man and rodeo rider Cody Bearpaw returns to the 
music business again with a long-term recording 
agreement for Country International Records in Nashville. 
The Cree Indian singer, who was ‘Stunt Man Of The Year’ in 
1972 and ‘International Stunt Man Of The Year’ in 1985, has 
appeared in more than one hundred films, including 
‘Towering Inferno’, ‘True Grit’ and ‘Blue Thunder’. ‘Rodeo 
Cowboy’, which he co-wrote with his daughter Kodi, will be 
his first single release. 


Razzy Bailey is enjoying his heaviest touring season ever, 
with July and December completely sold out. Autumn dates 
are expected to fill in rapidly with the release of his latest 
MCA single ‘Rockin’ In The Parking Lot’ and his performance 
on the ‘Maggie Valley’ jingle which he wrote for their radio 
and TV advertising campaign; The Emest Tubb Memorial and 
Justin Tubb Fan Club has financed the erection of a bronze 
plaque/marker just outside the Crisp, TX., community 
building, proclaiming that city as the birth-place of the late 
‘Texas Troubadour’. By the way, Justin’s weight loss 
campaign has resulted in his dropping thirty pounds in just 
under two months. He now weighs in at 180 Ibs., which is just 
what the doctor ordered. 
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COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


@ Jeannie C Riley and John Schneider among those to honour Johnny Cash 


Kris Kristofferson, who turned fifty on 22nd June, is involved 
in the filming of a television mini-series titled ‘Amerika’; 
Dena Kaye will be appearing at Dollywood, Pigeon Forge, 
TN., (13-18 July) and at the Boonville Oneida County Fair, 
Boonville, NY., (24-27 July); The New Coon Creek Girls are in 
the studio working on their third album project, which will 
feature four of the Girls’ original songs, with the balance 
consisting of traditional bluegrass material and a medley of 
Hank Williams’ songs. The album will be released this 
autumn with National distribution by Old Homestead records; 
Kelly Schoppa has released his first single, ‘Two Steps Away’ 


om JENNINGS 


Every month we are now 
offering new subscribers the 
chance to win a country 
album in our monthly draw. If 
you are already a subscriber 
and due for renewal, don’t 
worry, you will still be eligible 
for the 


FREE DRAW 
But don’t waste time, your 
subscription must be with us by 
the first of next month. For the 
subscription rates see elsewhere in 
this publication. 
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Last month’s winning new 
subscription entry in our free 
draw was from 
FR&CJEvans 
32 Clipstone Road West, 
Forest Town 
Mansfield, Notts. 

Mr & Mrs Evans win ‘Seasons’ by 
The Oak Ridge Boys 


on NSD Records. Kelly has built up a considerable regional 
following through club and concert performances around 
Houston and has opened concerts for the likes of George 
Jones and Crystal Gayle; Patty Loveless will open concerts for 
Willie Nelson in Marysville, IN., (24-28 Sept). Randy Travis 
opens for Loretta Lynn in Danville, IL., on 24th October. 


@ FOR the second time in its fifteen year history, Fan Fair 
registrations reached capacity and were cut off. Those who 
had planned to register after arrival in Nashville were in fora 
real disappointment. That is not to say, however, there 
weren't lots of other activities available to them, including 
lots of individual fan club functions throughout the week, 
television tapings, museums (including the ‘Country Music 
Hall Of Fame’) and the popular Opryland theme park. 


@ Farm Aid Il will be staged by Willie Nelson and friends in 
the University of Texas Memorial Stadium in Austin in 
conjunction with his annual 4th July picnic celebrations. It 
will be carried live in its entirety on VH1, MTV’s sister music 
cable network. 


@ Loretta Lynn will appear in a two hour television special 
tribute to General Jimmy Doolittle, the World War II pilot 
who lead the first US attack on Japan. The special, which will 
begin airing in syndication during August, is being produced 
by Bob Hope Productions and will also feature Jimmy 
Stewart, Glen Campbell and Rich Little. 


@ Conway Twitty is just back from the Grand Cayman 
Islands, where he performed in concert for the local chapter 
of the Island’s Lion’s Club, to raise funds for its Drug 
Awareness Programme. Twitty, along with a number of 
other Nashvillians, is also an investor in the newly opened 
Treasure Island Resort Hotel there. 


@ The Family Farm Defence Fund, recipient of a $500,000 
grant from Farm Aid, filed a class action suit in Lubbock, 
TX., on 15th May, against the Farmers Home Administration 
for the release of loan money already designated for relief. 
According to ‘Billboard’ magazine’s Edward Morris, it is the 
first of several such suits to be brought across the country on 
behalf of farmers. John Conlee, a founder and Honorary 
Chairman of the fund, indicated the case is a manifestation 
of the influence the music industry is exerting on behalf of 
economically embattled farmers. Mary Katherine Hembre, 
Chief counsel for the Washington, DC., based fund, says that 
Conlee has been ‘instrumental’ in choosing cases for legal 
action. Conlee acknowledges, ‘If we’re able to win this case, 
there are nearly 7,000 farmers in Texas who will be 
affected.’ 


@ Charlie Lamb, veteran journalist and publicist, has 
written a new picture-history book, published by Infac 
Publications, PO Box 24396, Nashville, TN. 37202, USA. The 
album sized book sells for $12.95 and boasts a forward 
written by Brenda Lee. You will enjoy this one. 
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BULLETIN 


@ The Forester Sisters, who used to travel the concert trail 
in a Winnabego, now own Dolly Parton’s tour bus. The bus 
was used as Dolly’s dressing room during the filming of ‘The 
Best Little Whorehouse In Texas’ and has lots of mirrors and 
Closets. It also boasts leaded glass windows from Dolly's 
Sevierville, TN., church and a stained glass butterfly 
skylight from the ‘Dolly’ TV series. 


@ Emmaus Tour invites you to join them aboard the SS 
Emerald Seas for the first ever Bluegrass Festival At Sea. The 
first tour departs Miami on 27th October, to the Bahamas, 
returning on 31st October. The second tour is 23rd-27th 
February 1987. Onboard entertainment will be Bill Monroe, 
The Lewis Family, Jim & Jesse, Mac Wiseman, the Osborne 
Brothers and The Teen Express. Write to 2728 N. Pace Bivd., 
Pensacola, FL. 32505, USA. 


@ The Younger Brothers Band and the Forester Sisters are 
among the talent set for the second annual Sawmill Country 
Jamboree - ‘A Concert On The Mountain’ near Morris, PA., on 
2nd-3rd August. Call 0101 717/353-7521 or write to RD 1, Box 
67, Morris, PA. 16938, USA. 


@ Grand Ole Opry regulars Jeannie Seely, Jean Shepard and 
Lorrie Morgan are headed for Broadway in a musical about 
three generations of female country singers, titled ‘Takin’ it 
Home’. The musical was recently staged in a workshop 
performance at New Jersey’s prestigious Papermill 
Playhouse. Further workshop performances are planned, with 
Nashville a possible site. 


@ Thomas Goldsmith of ‘The Tennessean’ says Johnny Cash 
will be honoured on 7th July with the Shalom Peace Award. 
Officials of the Jewish National Fund stated Cash was 
selected ‘for his contributions and efforts to promote peace 
through music.’ The event will centre around a tribute roast by 
Johnny's friends and colleagues, including Jessi Colter, 
Waylon Jennings, Sun Records founder Sam - Phillips, 
Jeannie C Riley and John Schneider. Jennings, acting as 
Chairman of the Memphis event, announced that Schneider 
willbe in charge of a special Tribute Book commemorating 
the event. All net proceeds of the celebrity roast will go 
towards projects in Israel in honour of Johnny Cash. Tickets 
are available from the Jewish National Fund office at 6584 
Poplar Avenue, Memphis, USA, or by calling 0101 615/255- 
2124 (Nashville). ; 


@ Opryland USA has signed a three year agreement with 
Toyota, under which the car and truck manufacturer will 
sponsor seven major musical events at the theme park, as 
well as all the Opry matinee performances. 


@ ‘Tennessean’ journalist Robert K Oermann writes that 
Johnny Cash is joining forces with the academic world to 
present ‘Johnny Cash’s American Folklore’, a national radio 
programme devoted to American heritage. The three minute 
shows, narrated by Cash, are already being heard in over 
250 markets. 


@ George Morgan would have been sixty-two years old on 
28th June. His daughter Lorrie Morgan has asked all the 
members of her fan club to remember him, especially on 
that date. Morgan was one of the industry’s most loved 
performers, a member of the Grand Ole Opry for twenty-six 
years. 


@ Waylon Jennings, who is hot on the charts with three 
singles, ‘Working Without A Net’, ‘Even Cowgirls Get The 
Blues’ (with Johnny Cash) and the title track from his new ° 
MCA album, ‘wil ine wolt Survive’, will be back in the 
Studio in September to cut his second album for the label. 


@ Did you know that the little black kitty appearing with 
Janie Fricke on the cover of the April issue of ‘McCalls’ is a 
little stray she and her husband, Randy Jackson picked up in 
Lancaster, TX., where they live? From stray on the streets to 
a national cover cat! Janie appeared with Ray Stevens at the 
Desert Inn, Las Vegas (12th June/2 July), her third 
engagement in that gambling city. 


@ The Tenth Annual Jamboree In The Hills is scheduled for 
19/20th July and will feature The Oak Ridge Boys, Lee 
Greenwood, Ronnie Milsap, The Judds, George Jones, The 
Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, Reba McEntire, Ray Stevens, Gary 
Morris, Mel Tillis, Billy ‘Crash’ Craddock, Nicolette Larson, 
Sawyer Brown, Bellamy Brothers, The Girls Next Door and 
the Othr Brothers. Call 0101 800-624-5456 for details. 


@ Kenny Dale has signed with BGM Records. RCA Canada 
artiste, Ray Griff’s ‘What My Woman Does To Me’ video is 
being aired on TNN, CMTV and other video programmes. 


@ Buddy Lee Attractions is co-ordinating the fiftieth 
anniversary tour of bluegrass legend Bill Monroe. The 
seventy-five year old performer will commemorate his half 
century of performing by playing all fifty States during 1986. 
He will be featured in ‘People’ magazine this month, as well 
as ‘USA Today’, ‘Country Rhythms’, ‘Stereo Review’ and a 
cover story in ‘Frets’ magazine. Monroe is re-locating to 
‘Music Village’ in Hendersonville. 


@ Incidentally, Karen Brooks wrote the title cut for Tanya 
Tucker's newest album, ‘Girls Like Me’. Karen has also 
recorded a duet with Con Hunley to be released shortly. 
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SPRING TIME IN THE WELSH ROCKIES ? 


PONTINS HOBBY AND LEISURE HOLIDAYS’ CAVALCADE OF COUNTRY MUSIC 


@ PRESTATYN Sands Holiday 
Centre, Clwyd, North Wales, 
played host to the boast, ‘Europe's 
Greatest Residential Festival Of 
Country Music’, by backing and 
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booking an all British cast of 
entertainers for this seven day 
holiday bonanza of Country and 
Western entertainment and 
involvement, in what they now 


BILLIE JO AND BOBBY BARE 
SUCCESS TOGETHER 


7th ANNUAL WRANGLE COUNTRY MUSIC 


FESTIVAL 


SUN, Gy JULY 1986 


2 p.m. and 6 p.m. 


(Not Repeat Perlormances) 
Free Car and 
Caravan Parking 
Refreshments 


Stalls ENGLAND 


SCOTLAND 


IRELAND 


Gerry Ford 
and Gambler 


" Crawford Bell 
and Band 


lona and Andy 


Sarah Jory 
Kevin Duffy Band 


Keith Manifold & 
Pat & Roger Johns 


in MARQUEE 
WRANGLE 
RECREATION FIELD 


(A352 Besten/Shegness) 


Adults £3 each show 
Accompanied Children U.12 FREE 


S.A.E. A Brown, Green Gables, Mastin Bridge, Fishtoft, Boston 50384 
V Clements. Tel: Boston 870983 - and all Committee Members 


describe as the Heart and Home of 


country music. Whether you 
question this or not, Pontins can be 
justly proud of their success in 
creating and developing this 


@ RIGHT from the first few dates 
of the recent Billie Jo Spears/ 
Bobby Bare tour it became crystal 
clear what a good pairing this was. 
With the exception of the early 
house at Worthing on the tour’s 
first day, most shows were close to 
or complete sell-outs. 


@ Audiences called for more at 
every house and Billie Jo’s throat 
(always delicate) managed to 
powerhouse its way through the 
entire tour, despite worries that it 
would not stand the strain. 


@ Bobby Bare, with what must be 
the most relaxed style in the 
history of entertainment, proved to 
be totally unaffected by the 
arduous schedule of the tour. 


@ The show started almost before 
the last person was seated, with 
the audience ‘overhearing’ a 
backstage conversation between 
BJ and the Bare, discussing what 
they would wear, what they would 
sing, how much they were looking 
forward to the show etc. As the 
conversation ended, the lights 
dimmed, the band took their place 
on stage and the show began, with 
both stars on stage. At the end of 
the opening song, Billie Jo 
introduced Bobby and left him to 
his forty-five minute set, which 
included his classic hits such as 
“Detroit City’ and ‘Streets Of 
Baltimore’, a three song acoustic 
set (during which the band left the 
stage). Bobby closed on the 
rousing (and now almost 
obligatory) ‘Marie Leveaux’. 


@ Billie Jo’s hour included many 
ofher hits, ‘57 Chevrolet’, ‘Blanket 
On The Ground’ and ‘I Will 
Survive’. 


@ The show ended with Bobby 
rejoining Billie Jo on stage for a 
three song duet, finishing with a 
number they should release as a 
single, ‘We Had It All’. The Charlie 
Daniels’ song could have been 
written for these two fine 
peformers. 


ISLE OF WIGHT 
CHARITY SWEEP 


@ CONGRATULATIONS to all 
involved at the recent Isle Of Wight 
Country Music Week at Whitecliff 
Bay Holiday Camp where, during 
the week, a total of £733.22 was 
raised for different charities. 
These included Action Research 
for Crippled Children and the 
Trailblazers Handicapped Charity. 
The monies also raised £110.00 
for the Princess Anne Special 
Maternity Care Unit. £45.22 was 
collected for the Lifeboat Fund, 
£147.00 on the raffle, £19.00 on 
the fast draw, £11.50 on darts, 
£6.50 on pool, £12.00 from fines’ 
£351.00 on the Trailblazers’ raffle 
and £31.00 for the Big ‘M’ CMC 
Andover Handicapped Holiday. 


@ Our informant also says that 
Norman Moraunt and the OTT 
Band held together another great 
week of fun and games, country 
and western style. 


extrovert holiday package and 
honing it to its present highly 
popular form. Now that the initial 
gunsmoke is clearing it has 
become possible to see the 
direction in which their 

never ending succession of country 
orientated festivals are heading. 


@ Their latest package gathered on 
the Welsh coast with the faithful 
arriving in their droves in brightly 
sticker and flag covered 
motorcades, clearly visible slogans 
like ‘The South's gonna rise again’, 
‘| love country music’, ‘The Rebel’, 
‘Country Proud’, club emblems, flag 
decals and many many more 
country and western glorifications, 
declaring their involvement. Many 
were dressed in their uniform of 
identification, strutting proud like 
peacocks in salute to their cause. 
This was where the Pontin’s action 
was, providing a whole week of pure 
fantasy 


@ The strain of everyday life 
became distant mist they had left 
behind, in the bar (now the saloon), 
the theatre (renamed the Grand Ole 
Opry) and the restaurant (sorry 
chuck wagon). Overnight the 
famous Pontin’s bluecoats 
become ranchers, the camp's 
security staff sworn in as sheriffs, 
even food was now known as grub. 
All this was augmented by the 
comfortable self-catering chalets 
which provide: a haven of rest 
between all the action and the high 
camp fence ensured that the 
children could play safely and not 
wander off the centre. 


@ The familiar entertainers had 
already set themselves up on their 
stage. Now was the time to do the 
rounds and shake some hands and 
thumbs in the greeting of friends. 
‘Howdy Clint and Zeke’, ‘How 
Chief’, ‘Salute General’, ‘Si 
Pancho’, ‘Hi there stranger’, ‘Hello 
Fred and Betty’, (a couple of 
ordinary country music fans in 
civvies). 


@ Thecentre’s notice board 
reminded folk of the many fringe 
attractions for the week, square 
dance lessons, fast draws, the 
country music quiz, the (anyone can 
enter) Showcase of ‘new’ talent, 
Indian craft and arts, American Civil 
War Re-enactments, plus several 
sporting and hobby activities. 

The resident record stall and the 
western wear stalls offered a wide 
variety of bargains, all in support of 
the Pontin’s proud boast of an 
unforgettable holiday at the right 
price, even before the Festival 
Director Bob Chapple and the 
centre General Manager John 
Rutherford had time to record that 
an attendance of over 2,500 had 
booked in for the week at Pontins, 
Country Style. 
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Alexander on the above number. 


FREE CAR PARKING 


Brian Ahern. 


@ The country music entertainment 
on offer this time covered a wide 
spectrum of talent, from the 
seasoned troopers to the new 
beginners, all of whom get my vote 
of thanks for their efforts. Top class 
residents Campbell's Country and 
West Virginia both showed their 
skills in their given 

tasks . . . Ballroom compere Rick 
James proved why he is so highly 
rated by just about everyone. He set 
a fine example for Bob McClure 
and the disc jockey Les Bennett to 
follow . . . Showcase residents Fox 
Mountain Express lead by Pete 
Palmer, provided some excellent 
service to a whole flood of ‘new’ 
talent in the Sun Lounge. 


@ The visiting entertainers who 
came up with the goods during the 
week, (Buckskin, Stone Creek, T P 
Stubbs Bar Room Band, Bob 
McKinlay & Dixie Fried, Mick Conlin 
Band, The Naden Band, The 
Indians Showband, Cross Country, 
Johnny Marks, Tennessee Moon, 
Jeannie & Steppinstone, Raymond 
Froggatt and his Band, The Duffy 


Brothers, Joe Piper & Country 
Courage, The Hugo Duncan Band, 
White Line Fever, Key West, Kenny 
Johnson & Northwind), drew good 
response. 

On the lunchtime shows were 
Amarillo, Sundown, Bob Newman & 
Carole Gordon, Mackie Sutherland, 
Chevin Ramblers and Cliff Whelan. 
| confess to missing some of them 
and others involved during the week 
long festival, but I’m informed of no 
complaints. 


@ The Pontin’s Showcase brought 
forth the names of The Foster Boys, 
Christene, Country Couple and 
many more, then the Hole In The 
Wall Gang featured well and often in 
the Ballroom. 


@ During my stay there was 
inevitably a minor element of the 
crowd who saw fit to single me out to 
bend my ear with their moans 
(perhaps a good moan also helps to 
make their holiday, who knows), but 
in general it seemed to me that this 
time the holiday theme tune 
switched from ‘An American 
Trilogy’ to ‘If Heaven Ain't A Lot Like 
Pontins:(| Don’t Want To Go)’. 


@ |willclose with probably the most 
popular words | heard at this 
‘Fantasy Island’ pursuit, ‘See you at 
the next Festival’. They could well 
be right, it’s easy to get hooked on 
Pontin’s Country Style. 
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COSTUMES, 


WILD WEST, DANCE WEAR, MASKS & PUPPETS. 
JEWELLERY, BOOKS. BOAS. WIGS. MAKE - UP. 
PROPS. PYROTECHMIQUES, ETC!. 
WINDOW DISPLAYS. WARDROBE CONSULTANCY. 
+x SPECIALISTS IN PERIOD COSTUME. 
MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE... £2 


WillO-Wisp. Costume Attic. Back Alley. 
'Y 8a Norwich Road. Aylsham. Norfolk. NR11 6BN. 
Tel: Aylsham (0263) 734464. 


Norwich (0603)871029' ‘answer phone’ .@ 
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CLUB SECS, 
DID YOU KNOW, YOU CAN 


Fill the flat spots at your club 
be it dancing or concert 
with 


JIM DUNCAN 
and his 
MAGNIFICENT 
MUSIC MACHINE 


Pure Country 
Telford (0952) 583672 


CORBY’S BIG SHOW 


Highland Gathering and Sunday Fun Day 
Sunday, 20th July 1986 


COUNTRY & WESTERN 
ALL DAY SHOW 
Jed Ford @ Pinkerton’s Colours @ Indigo Lady 


Black Spur Band @ Cliff Stevens (DJ) 
Sherrif Danny Amold @ Rex Roper @ The Mississippi Three Dancers 


Venue: Welfare Club Grounds, Occupation Road, Corby, Northants. 
*Phone Corby (0536) 202551 - Ext. 107 for further details 
Admission which covers the country and western and all other events 
90p; Senior Citizens - 50p; Unemployed - 50p; Children - 25p; Babies Free 


Caravans can be parked on a site for a fee of £10 for the weekend, which includes entrance for both days and 
admission to a ‘Ho-Down' on Saturday 19th July (evening). Application forms obtainable by ‘phoning Iris 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP INSIDE REPORT 
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COFFEY’S 
COUNTRY 
NEWS FILE 


@ THE Neil Young visit reported 
in last month’s news file was 

: cancelled, due, say official 

: sources, to a serious shoulder 

: injury sustained in a car smash. 


@ Lone Justice are currently 

: cutting tracks in Los Angeles with 
: producer Jimmy lovine for 

: imminent single and album 

: releases. They should also be in 

: Britain for a promotional tour late 
: inthe year. 


* @ Jason & The Scorchers are also 
: due in the studio at the moment, 

: though EMI America have nothing 
: scheduled for release as yet. 


@ The Beat Farmers are the latest 
‘new wave’ band snapped up by a 
: major recording company (MCA). 
: Their debut single will be a version 
of Neil Young's ‘Powderfinger’, 
also included on their new Demon 
six-tracker, ‘Glad ‘N’ Greasy’. 


@ Talking of Demon Records, the 
dedicated indie label, run by 
enthusiasts for enthusiasts, are 
about to move into larger 
premises to cope with expansion. 
It’s great to hear that such a 
deserving company are doing so 
well. 


@ The next album by master 
guitarist Roy Buchanan (to be 
released here on Sonet), features 
the sadly under-exposed Delbert 
McClinton singing lead ona 
couple of tracks. 


@ If Status Quo get any more 
countrified than on their latest 
chart smash, ‘Rollin’ Home’, 
they're gonna have to work for the 
Kruger Organisation again. 


@ On the strength of a superb 
debut album and rave reviews of 
tours with the Blasters and Los 
Lobos, Dwight Yoakam seems 
likely to be the big hit of the 
Peterborough Festival. The young 
Kentuckian re-defines honky tonk 
music with a spit and sawdust 
authenticity that more established 
exponents have long forgotten 
about. 


@ Johnny Cash, Carl Perkins, 
Jerry Lee Lewis and Roy Orbison 
returned to the legendary Sun 
Studios in Memphis last 
September with producer Chips 
Moman. The resulting album, 
‘Class Of '55’ (Phonogram), 
includes guest spots from John 
Fogerty, The Judds, Dave 
Edmunds, Jack Clement, the late 
Rick Nelson and Sun Records’ 
founder Sam Phillips among 
others. 


@ Finally, my old bottle-sharing 
buddy, Wendel Adkins, returns for 
a long overdue tour commencing 
on Independence Day (4th July). 
Welcome back Wendel, you've 
been missed. 


photogra 


FAN FAIR TICKET 
SALES REACHED 
ALL-TIME HIGH 


@ REGISTRATION for the fifteenth 
annual Fan Fair, which opened on 
June 19th at Nashville’s 
Tennessee State Fairgrounds, set 
new records for the event. Prior to 
the event some 21,500 country 
fans (about 2,500 more than last 
year) had spent sixty dollars each 
on tickets for the five-day 
promotion. 


@ Because of the heavy advance 
sales, registration closed before 
the start of Fan Fair. Only once 
before (at the height of the ‘Urban 
Cowboy’ fad in 1981) did advance 
ticket sales force an early end to 
registration. Each year since 1984, 
records show that Fan Fair has 
brought more than $5 million in 
tourists’ money into Tennessee's 
economy. Given this year’s record 
attendance, a spokesman for the 
Country Music Association (CMA), 
which co-sponsors Fan Fair with 
the Grand Ole Opry, reported that 
registrants spent even more this 
summer. 


@ Roy Wunsch, Vice President of 
Marketing for CBS Records in 
Nashville, anticipated a return to 
the record sales levels of the 
‘Urban Cowboy’ era. ‘To me it 
means the music is beginning to 
tise again,’ Wunsch said. ‘We're 
in the foothills of another 
mountain (of sales).’ 


@ Dave Wheeler, RCA’s Director 
of Marketing, was also 
encouraged by the surge in 
registration, although he 
discounted the likelihood of a 
quick return to ‘Urban Cowboy’ era 
sales figures. ‘Country music is 
definitely back on the upswing,’ he 
said. 


BARE NOSTALGIA 


@ BOBBY Bare received 
something of a surprise at the end 
of his recent British tour when he 
visited the B.F.B.S. London studios 
to guest on the long-running 
“Country Folk’ programme. 


@ Waiting to greet him was the 
promoter who first brought him to 
Britain back in the 1960s, Chris 
Forde. Chris used to run the 
Tennessee Country Club in 


@ Judi Turner, Director of Public 
Information for the CMA agreed, ‘I 
think it’s an indication of the 
resurgence of interest in country 
music,’ she said of the record 
registration. ‘The day after the 
Grand Ole Opry’s 60th Anniversary 
Special (aired on the CBS 
Television network in January), 
we had 1,200 ’phone calls from 
people interested in coming to Fan 
Fair.” 


@ This year’s Fan Fair also 
attracted a record amount of 
media attention, with some 200 
journalists representing more than 
ninety publications. TV and radio 
outlets were also accredited for 
Fan Fair. Correspondents for ‘Elle’ 
and ‘Forbes’ magazines covered 
the event, along with journalists 
from Switzerland, the 
Netherlands, Australia, France, 
Canada and the UK. 


@ ‘The CBS Moming News’, 
‘Entertainment Tonight’, 
‘Lifestyles Of The Rich And 
Famous’ and the national edition 
of ‘PM Magazine’ took their crews 
to Nashville, while Nashville 
based television networks and 
programmes also had crews at 
Fan Fair. 


@ But fans, not journalists, are 
what Fan Fair is all about every 
year. ‘A fan sees an artiste 
perform, gets inspired by getting 
that artiste’s autograph at a booth 
and becomes an ambassador for 
that artiste when he gets back 
home,’ said CBS’ Wunsch. He also 
added that changes in the 
demographic make-up of the 
country fans at Fan Fair are 
particularly promising. ‘In the past 
few years, I've seen the audiences 
getting younger, which is very 
encouraging because they're the 
more active record buyers,’ he 
said. Those fans saw some of 
country music’s most popular 
performers during Fan Fair's 
twelve shows. 


Wimbledon before retiring from 
the scene and he and Bobby had 
not met up for over ten years. 


@ Bobby is still a huge favourite 
with B.F.B.S. listeners. During the 
Falklands campaign. his albums 
were airlifted in by special request 
to the Task Force. 


PICTURE CAPTION 

@ Tony Byworth (PR to Bare). Ted 
King (Producer of ‘Country Folk’). 
presenter David Allan. Chris Forde 
and Bobby Bare. 


credited to Jim Silverthorn can 


be obtained by writing to:- 
’Photo File (Dept. CMRU) 11 Fry’s Hill, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 4QJ. 


WORTHING 
TALENT CONTEST 
WINNERS 


@ THIRTY-TWO entrants took part 
in this year’s Worthing Talent 
Contest over the May Day Bank 
Holiday at the Pavilion. 


@ The winners, at the end of what 
the organisers describe as a truly 
memorable fourteen act final, 
were Pedro a trio from 
Crowthorne, Berkshire and Jan 
Mark & Norman Russell from 
Hounslow, Middlesex. 


@ Second in the band section 
were Prairie Oyster, a six piece 
band from Tunbridge Wells, with 
Cheyenne Country Band from 
Gloucester in third place. Second 
place in the ‘Solo/Duo’ category 
went to well known local act Bill 
Hurren, with Manchester's Barry 
James Blood (his real name) and 
Rick Christian from Maldon, Essex 
joint third. 


@ The winning acts will appear on 
the Ail British Country Music 
Festival at the Worthing Pavilion 
over the August Bank Holiday and 
will open the weekly Country 
Summer Season at the Pavilion on 
Tuesday 17th June. 


@ Acts travelled to Worthing for 
the contest from as far afield as 
Cumbria, Chorley (Lancashire), 
Plymouth and Newark 
(Nottinghamshire), to provide a 
high standard and wonderfully 
entertaining final. Organiser and 


compere for the whole weekend 
was broadcaster Neil Coppendale. 


WILF’S TRAIL END 


@ WILF Saunders informed us 
recently that, after more than nine 
years, he found himself without a 
venue for his End Of The Trail 
CMC. Due to circumstances 
beyond his control, Wilf 
desperately needed a new venue. 


@ Wilf, being Wilf, succeeded, 
securing the Perdiswell Sports 
and Leisure Centre, Bilford Road, 
Worcester. The centre provides 
good, comfortable surroundings, 
with a bar and food available, so 
why not go along and support the 
first show at this new venue on 
12th July, featuring Johnny Marks 
plus Linda & Arthur James. (See 
Club Listings). 


ETC 1986 
HOMECOMING 


@ THE annual ‘Earl Thomas 
Conley Homecoming Concert’ 
1986 takes place this month (18 
June) at the Scioto County 
Fairgrounds in Portsmouth, Ohio, 
USA, with Lacy J Dalton appearing 
as Conley’s special guest. 


@ It’s Conley’s fifth year to 
present the concert in Portsmouth, 
with all profits going toward a 
scholarship fund for high school 
seniors at West Portsmouth High 
School, where the  singer/ 
songwriter was a student. 


y COUNTRY MUSIG ROUND UP:JULY 1986 


ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 
DOESN'T COST, IT PAYS. 


ACCORDING TO 
LARRY DRUMMOND 


@ FIRST ofall, apologies to the 
Editors and to those who have written 
to me, for my absence recently, 
caused by extreme pressure of work 
and the fact that those ‘free’ weekends 
have been spent travelling the length 
and breadth of the country to dog 
shows. In fact, this column is actually 
being written in Wick, Caithness! 


@ ‘Top Ten Album’ 

choice attracted over 400 selections, 
but, so wide are your tastes in country 
music that no single album received 
more than six votes. Anyway, to 
summarise, the top choices were as 
follows:- 

Joint First - Guy Clark ‘South Coast Of 
Texas’ and Dan Fogelberg ‘High 
Country Snows’. 

Joint Third - Various Artistes ‘White 
Mansions’ and David Allan Coe 
‘Mysterious Rhinestone Cowboy’. 


@ Anequal number of votes were then 
cast for the following albums:- 

David Allan Coe ‘Rides Again’; Ray 
Charles ‘Friendship’; Jack Clement ‘All 
| Want To Do In My Life’; Lacy J Dalton 
‘Lacy J Dalton’; Joe Ely ‘Honky Tonk 
Masquerade’; Raymond Froggatt 
‘Why’; Emmylou Harris ‘Roses In The 
Snow’; Gram Parsons ‘Grevous Angel’; 
John Prine ‘John Prine’; Ricky Skaggs 
‘Country Boy’; Ricky Skaggs ‘Highway 
And Heartaches’; Hank Williams Jr. 
‘High Notes’; Steve Young ‘No Place To 
Fall’. 


STATLERS 
DO IT AGAIN 


@ THE Statler Brothers walked off 
with more honours than any other 
act at the annual ‘Music City News 
Awards Show’ at the Grand Ole 
Opry House. 


@ This year they won ‘Entertainer 
Of The Year’, ‘Vocal Group Of The 
Year’, ‘Album Of The Year’, ‘Single 
Of The Year’ and ‘Video Of The 
Year’ honours. 


@ Ateartul Loretta Lynn collected 
the ‘Living Legend Award’ from 
Barbara Mandrell, last year's 
winner and, for the seventh time 
the Hee Haw Gospel Quartet (Buck 
Owens, Grandpa Jones, Roy Clark 
and Kenny Price), won the ‘Gospel 
Act Of The Year’. 


@ The other winners were Reba 
McEntire, ‘Female Vocalist Of The 


@ No less than eight Ricky Skaggs 
albums were nominated, but only the 
two mentioned above achieved more 
than a single vote, so even his 
staunchest fans can’t decide clearly 
which is his best. Anyway, taking the 
number of votes cast for artiste as 
opposed to album, you come up with 
the following top five result:- 

Joint First - David Allan Coe and Ricky 
Skaggs (13 votes) 

Third - Steve Young (12 votes) 
Fourth - Guy Clark (11 votes) 

Fifth - Merle Haggard (10 votes) 


@ About one third of respondents 
provided a separate list of their 
favourite British albums. Raymond 
Froggatt’s ‘Why’, which appears in the 
main list does so as a result of votes in 
that list and not the separate UK only 
returns. Anyway, the latter produced a 
dead heat between ‘Why’ and 
Colorado's ‘Tennessee Inspiration’, 
with strong voting also for Albert Lee 
‘Hiding’, Raymond Froggatt ‘Southern 
Fried Frog’, Philomena Begley/Ray 
Lynam ‘Simply Devine’ and Kelvin 
Henderson ‘Headlites’. 


@ My sincere thanks to all who 
responded to the poll and to the many 
who sent (and continue to send) 
interesting letters for use in this 
column. The pick of these will appear 
next month, plus anything else | receive 
in the meantime. 


@ The address, as ever is 

Larry Drummond, 16 Grizedale, 
Albany, Washington, Tyne & Wear. 
Tel: (0207) 230118 office hours). 


Year’; George Strait ‘Male Vocalist 
Of The Year’; The Judds ‘Duet Of 


The Year’; Ray Stevens ‘Comedian 
Of The Year’; ‘Nashville Now’ (on 
the Nashville Network) ‘Television 
Series Of The Year’ and ‘Farm Aid’ 
‘Television Special Of The Year’. 


@ The show, the first major event 
of Fan Fair Week, was telecast live 
in more than sixty markets and on 
delay in one hundred others, 
including Los Angeles, New York, 
Chicago, Atlanta, Washington, 
Baltimore, Cincinnati, Cleveland, 
Dallas, Denver, Houston, Kansas, 
Philadelphia, Minneapolis, St 
Louis and Seattle. 


@ Hosting the show were Reba 
McEntire, Roy Clark, The Oak 
Ridge Boys and Mel Tillis. Dolly 
Parton also appeared to narrate a 
segment on the history of the 
twenty year old show. 
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@ POLITICAL and social comment is hardly novel in country music, but the flood of ‘New Wave’ Los Angeles 
guitar bands presently cramming ‘grass roots’ country with thirty years of West Coast rock influences, inject a 
harsh streetwise cynicism relevant to the eighties. No longer content with the blind patriotism of previous 
generations, their music reflects strong sociological awareness, tempered with the hard line vigour of youth. 


Emerging from the midst of all these modern day spokesmen, the Long Ryders seem likely candidates to become 


uncrowned ‘Kings of the New Frontier’. 


@ With all the outspoken intelligence of Guthrie or 
Dylan, the Long Ryders chronicle the American way of 
life past and present in expressive country rock metre, 
punctuated by raw garage band urgency. The finely 
balanced combination of these individual aspects came 
to the full fruition with their third, ironically British 
recorded album, ‘State Of Our Union’ (Island ILPS 
9802), a pointed study bemoaning the loss of traditional 
values that looks to the integrity of the past and its 
pioneer spirit to restore a sense of reason in today's 
crumbling social structure. 


@ ‘State Of Our Union’ was a top thirty hit in the UK 
during late 1985 and a track taken from it, ‘Looking For 
Lewis And Clark’, made similar progress on the singles 
charts. Of the single, the Ryders’ (hopefully 
democratically appointed) leader, Sid Griffin, says it’s 
‘a political statement about the loss of heroes in 
America. Where are the Lewises and Clarks or the 
Thomas Jeffersons my country cries out for?’ 


@ Griffin gets even more vociferous on the subject of 
music, especially when rejecting the band’s 
nevertheless obvious country rock influence, ‘I didn’t 
like country music at all until | heard the Byrds’ 
‘Sweethearts Of The Rodeo’ album, but now | can 
understand and identify its subtleties. But | don’t want to 
be in a country rock act, Poco and Pure Prairie League 
suck, We don’t play a rockabilly song followed by a 
Dylan, followed by a Byrds, we do them all at the same 
time. We found if you play James Burton or Clarence 
White licks harder and faster you have a punk energy 
that’s melodic with country riffs.’ 


@ While understanding his point and being able to 
discern the distinct difference between Poco and punk 
country, | still maintain the Long Ryders are deeply 
rooted in the country rock tradition of the Byrds and Gram 
‘Parsons. He has written and had published a book on 
Parsons, who he actually admits to admiring for his 
music, but not his lifestyle, ‘There’s no glory in 
overdosing on morphine like Gram, leaving this stupid 
legacy for people to romanticise. Gram’s art | adore, but! 
would no more want his life than | would want to be a 
leper.’ 


@ If Parsons is the only influence Griffin openly admits to 
fully in the country rock field (and, to a point there is some 
substance in denying others), it is hardly surprising, 
considering the freely borrowed derivation of a song 
featured on the limited edition ‘Lewis And Clark’ double 
pack single, ‘If | Were A Bramble And You Were A Rose’ 
is a purely Parsonesque country love ballad on which, 
being totally different from anything else the Long Ryders 
have done, Griffin seems to be allowing his usual self- 
command to slip in deference to a hero. 


@ Sid Griffin was born and raised in Louisville, Kentucky 
and arrived in Los Angeles in 1977 on the pretext of 
going to graduate school, as his parents would have 
prevented him going had they known he intended joining 
a band. He gigged with a variety of bands before forming 
the Unclaimed with fellow singer/guitarist Shelly Ganz 
(‘a 230lb Joey Ramone’), leaving them in late 1981 to 
start a short-lived, un-named outfit with Steve Wynn and 
Barry Shank. 


@ When Wynn departed to institute another popular 
country orientated group, the Dream Syndicate, Griffin 
and Shank (bass/vocals) recruited native Virginian 
Stephen McCarthy (guitar/vocals) and LA born Greg 
Sowders (drums), effecting the first Long Ryders line up. 
McCarthy came from straight country bands and 
Sowders had been playing reggae with the Box Boys 
(varied styles that added a distinctive sound), but Shank 
moved to Texas soon after and was replaced by British 
bassist Des Brewer, who had been working in local 
country bar bands. 


@ This aggregation remained constant from 
September 1982 to September 1983, a whole year, 
during which time they cut tracks for two various 
artistes’ compilations and recorded their own mini 
album, ‘10-5-60' (PVC Records 5906). ‘! Don’t Care 


What's Right, | Don’t Care What’s Wrong’, with its 
driving country sound and wailing steel guitar, betrayed 
exactly where writers McCarthy and Brewer had their 
deepest ties, while the remaining songs, penned partly 
or wholly by Griffin, proved he had already developed 
the strength of character and writing skill, though still not 
yet so concise, that was to fill his work later. 


@ Certainly the musical talent was already there 
although, had Brewer not quit because he wanted to 
Start a family, they may have moved in a slightly 
different, nearer mainstream country direction. With 
product available, the Ryders needed to promote it with 
a tour and, being minus one bass player, they 
advertised. 


@ Eventually an Australian named Don Mccall was 
selected, but his and Sowders’ playing were not 
compatible and, after three months of heated arguing, 
he was asked to leave. 


@ In early 1984 Tom Stevens came in, to complete the 
present Long Ryders line up and they recorded an 
album for Frontier Records, ‘Native Sons’ (released in 
the UK on Zippo ZONG 003) which, as Sid points out, 


‘had ‘pronounced country elements’. Reviewing this 


album at the time, | remarked, ‘These boys do a 
storming version of Mel Tillis’ ‘(Sweet) Mental 
Revenge’ that almost renders Waylon’s interpretation 
obsolete, then, as if that weren't enough, ‘Fair Game’ 
sounds for all the world like the Everly Brothers after a 
course of monkey gland injections. ‘Final Wild Son’ is a 
touch Dylanish and ‘Still Get By’ suggests the Beatles 
encountered country rock. But the Long Ryders are 
their own masters who have merely soaked up 
influences, as naggingly persistent originals like ‘Run 
Dusty Run’, ‘Tell It To The Judge On Sunday’, ‘Wreck 
Of The 809’ and ‘Never Got To Meet The Mom’ prove’. 


@ This review is reproduced at length, but in somewhat 
edited down form because, despite the intervening time 
lapse, | still abide by every word and find no better 
description for a superb album. 


@ TheLong Ryders embarked on their first British tour in 
early 1985, meeting with favourable response that 
consolidated their popularity amongst a_ large, 
predominantly young audience and ensured a prompt 
retum later in the year. They were signed by Island 
Records that summer and commenced recording the 
earlier mentioned ‘State Of Our Union’ album with 
producer Will Birch at Chipping Norton Studios in 
Oxfordshire. 


@ That album remains a work of monumental stature 
that gave validity to the whole ‘New Wave’ country 
movement and even justified its existence, taking the 
listener on an armchair journey of discovery that 
encapsulated sweeping aspects of American life in a 
series of well structured, comprehensive studies. The 
four man writing team that was the Long Ryders never 
struggled with, or dwelt on words, they just said what 
they had to as simply and briefly as possible, then 
moved on. That in no way implies there was anything 
contrived or superficial about their motives. Everything 
had pure style and true meaning. 


@ The singers articulate on burning issues, ‘they're 
closing up the factory, they're closing up the town’ (‘Two 
Kinds Of Love’) and stand alone, ‘Looking For Lewis 
And Clark’, while ‘some diplomat is hawking secret 
plans in the park’, but they are not averse to celebrating 
some deep-seated pride in their homeland either, ‘I 
wanna sing you a story about the place | was born’ 
(‘State Of My Union’). They have humour too, after all, 
they say the band was started for fun, they are just what 
they are and like to see people having a good time. 


@ Sure, Sid Griffin, Greg Sowders, Tom Stevens and 
Stephen McCarthy have fun, it shows in their music and 
that self-same music ensures people have a good time 
as well as receiving the message they broadcast loud 
and clear. They may just be what they are, but what they 
are is something special and, who knows, there’s plenty 
to suggest they might indeed tum out to be the 
unquestionable ‘Kings Of The New Frontier’. 


INEW FRONTIER 


FAN FAIR'S ‘IFCO’ 
SHOW TAPED LIVE 
BY VOICE OF 
AMERICA 


THE International Fan Club 
Organisation's 13th June show at 
the Nineteenth Annual ‘IFCO’ 
Show, was taped by Voice Of 
America, to be aired ata later date 
by ‘Country Music, USA’, which is 
broadcast by satellite/shortwave 
to forty-two different countries, 
with a listening audience of 130 
million. The event was held at the 
Main Grandstand arena at the 
Tennessee State Fairgrounds. 


ROSE MARIE 
‘SO LUCKY’ 


@ ROSE Marie’s latest album ‘So 
Lucky’ features all those 
wonderful, nostalgic classics she 
performs so superbly in her own 
distinctive style. 


@ Her last album in 1985 went 
into the UK Top 30 and stayed in 
the album charts for twenty-four 
weeks. 


@ This year, Rose Marie has been 
doing one-night stands throughout 


BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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@ Music Director and hostess of 
‘Country Music, USA’, Judith 
Massa, comments, ‘We are 
always very excited about being a 
part of the Fan Fair festivities. This 
year’s taping of the ‘IFCO’ show 
will allow us to bring to the 
millions of music lovers around 
the world the most appreciated 
form of music.- country music. 


@ Artistes on the show were, 
headliner Gary Morris, Johnny 
Rodriguez, Loretta Lynn, Freddy 
Weller, Ronny Robbins, Randy 
‘1982’ Travis and MCA’s Patty 
Loveless, Lane Brody, Con Hunley 
and The Osmond Brothers. 


the UK and appeared in 
Switzerland with Johnny Cash to 
sell-out concerts. She returned to 
the Continent during May and she 
will be seen on various TV shows 
during the coming months such as 
Ulster TV (singing on the Miss 
Northern Ireland Beauty 
Competition Show) and also on 
‘Summer Special’ (TVS), to be 
fully networked, plus ‘Shindig’, a 
new variety show from Scotland. 


@ A tour of Australia (where her 
album has been TV advertised), is 
scheduled for the autumn. 


@ After twenty years, EMI have re-issued a 20-track album from the Vipers 
featuring BBC Radio 2’s ‘Country Club’ presenter, Wally Whyton. 


DEAN MARKLEY 
STRINGS - THE 
CHART SHOW 


@ UNLIKE musicians who 
develop a sudden passion for a 
product once they've been offered 
an endorsement deal, Dean 
Markley string endorsee, session 
guitarist Tim Stone, swears he’s 
been hooked on the product for 
years and is more than willing to 
push his pennies over the counter 
for what he describes as ‘the best 
Strings money can buy.’ 


@ Tim, who freely admits his 
addiction to Dean Markley SLP 
regulars, did go for ‘the cure’, 
(which proved unsuccessful) when 
his local guitar store tried to wean 
him off SLPs onto another brand. 
Severe withdrawal symptoms 
followed, resulting in ‘right hand 
shake’, the curse of all major 
session guitarists, which often 
leads to cancelled bookings. 


|JOHN 
DENVER 
We 
SINGER 
aia 
PEACE 


CITY HALL SHEFFIELD 


@ TO a capacity audience, John 
Denver wandered on stage to greet 
his adoring fans with his now 
customary Hari Krishna bows. He 
was in great voice and, apart from 
one or two rather obvious 
mistakes, proved he could also 
pick a guitar. He bored me out of 
my skull! Why? Well, John Denver 
‘live’ is a little too saintly for an old 
kicker like me. His repertoire was 
largely of ecological ballads and 
anti-war songs (like a meeting of 
Greenpeace and CND in the same 
pub. Two worthy organisations, 
but neither capable of providing an 
evening’s entertainment). 


@ There were the old hits too, 
with videos showing the 
wheatfields of Montana and the 
ocean of Jacques Cousteau. 


@ A few moments of anger broke 
my monotony. These were 
provided when John sang his own 
composition, ‘She Died For Me’, 
dedicated to the schoolteacher 
who died when Challenger blew 
apart. The song was accompanied 
by NASA film footage. John Denver 
apparently thinks that, because he 
applied for a seat on the shuttle 
and was refused, the unfortunate 
lady took his place, thereby saving 
his life. What a load of bull ....! 


@ The next song was ‘What Are 
Weapons For’, which successfully 
emphasises the immortality of 
massive arms expenditure when 
there are so many poor people in 
the world. According to Denver, 
it’s great to spend billions of 
dollars on the conquest of space, 
which, in the American concept, is 
militarist anyway, but to spend one 
dollar on arms is a crime. (Mr 
Denver, you are either very naive 
or very hypocritical)! 


@ Still, the audience enjoyed his 
show, my wife amongst them, so 
maybe I'm the one who's off beam. 
Or perhaps I’m the only one who 
listened closely to the lyrics. 


Pete Smith. 


@ Dean Markley string endorsee Tim Stone 


@ When we caught up with Stone 
recently, he was back in the saddle 
and midway through recording the 
theme tune to ‘The Chart Show’, 
using . . . Dean Markley SLPs of 
course. 


@ Inan unprecedented move, 
Dean Markley are currently 


offering solder dipper ball-ends on 
all Dean Markley SLP strings sold 
in the UK. This is due to an 
overwhelming demand for this 
type of action from tremolo arm 
benders and wang bar addicts 
throughout the UK. 

For further information, telephone 
Phil/Rhys/Clive on (0322) 77326. 
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IT’S GREEN IN 
ANOTHER 
COUNTRY 


@ BY the time you read this, | will have spent a week 
each in Memphis, Nashville and New Orleans and still 
have some time to go in Texas. | have two reasons for 
mentioning that. One is to explain why there is not any 
current news in the column and the second is because 
Hank Wangford is making a similar trip with Channel 4 
Television to make six one hour programmes called 
‘The A To Z Of C And W', which will be shown later in 
the year. 


Mick Green 


@ Hank assures me that the programmes will be a 
serious look at the country and western scene as he 
sees it and the TV company will be recording in other 
places besides the States. All | can say is that, knowing 
his track record, more than a few involved in the 
industry are worried it could be a case of ‘Are You Sure 
Hank Did It This Way?’ Some may not agree with the 
finished product, but | bet it ain't boring! 


@ The same, of course, applies to Hank’s bands. The 
current line-up have been with him now for around 
eighteen months and | personally voted them my 
favourite British band in the opening section of ‘Round 
Up’s Country Music Awards. Seeing how they never 
even got in the final selection, it shows how out of taste | 
am with the average country music fan! But now | can’t 
be accused of trying to influence anyone. | stand by my 
choice if only because they are the first country band | 
have seen from Britain who really seemed to 
understand that most of us attending concerts bring our 
eyes as well as our ears, therefore they have made their 
acts so visual. This probably explains why they get so 
much TV work. 


@ But, | can understand why they do not appeal to so 
many country fans. They are undoubtedly very loud, they 
include a lot of original music and they certainly do not 
include the old chestnuts. It must drive some fans 
completely round the bend when they go from a real old 
timey crooning ‘Tennessee Local’ to a version of ‘Honky 
Tonkin’ that would make Iron Maiden seem like Mary 
O'Hara! Having said that, they simply drag the fans in in 
droves around London. In May | saw just them in concert 
at the Stratford Royal Theatre. Tickets were £5.50 and 
£6.50, every seat was sold out in advance, the audience 
and | loving every loud, outrageous, exciting minute. 


@ If Hank’s TV series turns out half as enjoyable |, for 
one, will be satisfied, even if ‘A’ does mean an obscure 
tribe in Africa that worships Jimmie Rodgers in his A to 
Z...He’s got to be joking, hasn’t he? 


Listen, Do You Want 
To Know A Secret ? 


@ Sometimes we read about these unusual 
circumstances in the papers where the stork comes and 
the birth takes place before anyone really knows it is 
about to happen! Well, this happened to country music 
over the May Spring Bank Holiday! 


@ The Stork Club, Purfleet, Essex, put on a nice little 
country music festival on Bank Holiday Monday from 
noon until 8pm, featuring George Moody & The Country 
Squires, Spellbound, Homer Country Band and the Dave 
Keen Country Band. However, they seemed to forget to 
tell most of us. | was working at my desk when one of the 
bands (who knew it was my birthday) asked me to go 
along. 


@ | missed more than half the show, but | was glad | 


went. It is a nice location for an open air event and about 
800 people who had been let in on the secret were 
obviously enjoying themselves. There were two stages, 
so the shows were more or less continuous, a few trade 
stands, catering, licensed bar and good toilets. 


@ Those fans | spoke to said they were sure to come 
again and at £3.50 for all day, including parking on site, 
it seemed good value for money. It’s one of those events 
where fans can take their own refreshments and have a 
great time picnicking and enjoying themselves if the 
weather is nice, which it was. The organisers say they 
are already planning another for probably the same day 
next year and have promised to let us know in advance. 


Fever Pitch For New Festival ? 


@ Well, not actually fever pitch, more factually football 
pitch! Showboat Promotions’ Wendy Lane recently 
announced a new ‘mixed’ country music based festival, 
to take place at Luton FC’s Kenilworth Road ground 
from Friday 4th July until Sunday 6th July. 


@ This is the first time the football ground has been 
used for a music festival and another first is having a top 
of the bill at a country festival who is not country, for they 
have chosen Scotland’s Barbara Dickson. 


@ Wendy Lane of Showboat Festival Ltd. said the 
choice was quite deliberate because the organisers felt 
a lot of people who said they didn’t like country music 
had never actually been to a country music event and 
she hoped a pop star like Barbara Dickson would bring 
these people in to see our British country music stars. 
Let’s hope she’s right. 


@ But, even if that ploy fails, there can be no arguing 
that the rest of the line up fits into a country music 
festival perfectly. ' 


@ The organisers have left it a little late to make the 
announcements, but | hope to see you there for even 
though | only fly back a couple of days before it takes 
place, | have promised to attend. 


For The Record! 


@ | went to the launch of another record/music super 
store in Oxford Street at the end of May called Smithers 
and Leigh. It is owned by a couple of Americans who 
claimed that, as the first flush of youth had passed them 
by, they get fed up of being treated like idiots because 
their choice of music is not always the same as the young 
kids who usually serve in record shops. Therefore, they 
have opened the store with one object in mind - to bring 
back an old fashioned thing called service! 


@ Whether they will be able to live up to their claim only 
time will tell, but they say they have a buyer in each 
section who is supposed to be an expert and they will 
mail out records on a telephone order with a credit card. 


@ They certainly looked as if they meant business on 
the party night. They had a classical group playing at 
one level, a jazz duo on another, plus a soul and a rock 
group. For the country fans there was a huge video 
showing of ‘Sweet Dreams’. 


@ The wine and beer flowed like water (though my 
head the next morning told me it wasn’t) and the store’s 
layout with own refreshment areas is certainly 
impressive. | was not too impressed with the selection of 
country records, but it had only just opened. The 
bluegrass section was the biggest I have ever seen and 
good value, an observation | had confirmed by Jan 
Jerrold, Editor of ‘Bluegrass News’. 


@ |!f you're unable to obtain what you want locally or are 
looking for a specific record, it might be worth giving 
them a ring on 01-491 8582 or calling in. Don’t forget to 
mention ‘Round Up's name though. 


THE ROYS 
KICKED OFF THE TRAIN 
Gates Of Heaven (Stiff) SEEZ 61 
KICKED OFF THE TRAIN; LITTLE NAM; HARD 
TIMES; MEDIACS; SERIOUS; DOG DAY; RISE 
UP YOUTH; DON'T GO WITH STRANGERS; 
CABBAGE TOWN; WHO SHOT THAT MAN? 


Being publicised as the most 
popular live band in America’s deep 
South is an almighty heavy 
responsibility to live up to and, 
unless that band’s first disc is 
unassailably magnificent, they must 
brace up to the slings and arrows of 
discontent. The Roys have been 
thus described and this debut 
album will be a target for some 
pretty heavy fire, but, ignoring the 
big build up, it does move along 
quite nicely. 

Although not surprisingly falling 
short of expectations, the trio really 
do sing and play rather well and 
some of their songs have a certain 
attention-drawing magnetism. | 
particularly like the strong rockabilly 
of ‘Mediacs’ and the title track, the 
Byrd-like ‘Little Nam’ and, best of 
all, the near classic seventies 
country rock achieved on ‘Cabbage 
Town’. 


OOOOO0O 


THE BEAT FARMERS 
GLAD ‘N' GREASY 
Demon VEX 5 
POWDERFINGER; DEATH TRAIN; BEAT 
GENERATION; GLAD ‘N’ GREASY; DELAYED 
REACTION; BIG ROCK CANDY MOUNTAIN. 
The salubrious rustic beat boys 
bounce right back with a big ‘n’ 
ballsy mini album of genuine ‘Glad 
‘n’ Greasy’ goodies, recorded, not 
in California as usual, but at 
London's Elephant Studio during 
what should have been the 
summer of 1985. Helped, or maybe 
hindered, by back-up vocals from 
the All Ugly American Choir, 
comprising Green On Red's Dan 
Stuart, Gene Taylor and Dave Alvin 
of the Blasters and Loudon 
Wainwright III (of Dead Skunk 
notoriety), they imbue roots 
American music with lotsa grit ‘n’ 
grind. 
Tongues firmly set in cheeks, they 
take the quick route up ‘Big Rock 
Candy Mountain’ that would leave 
Burl Ives panting for breath in the 
foothills, give Tennessee Ernie 
Ford’s low slung vocal chords a run 
for their money on ‘Beat 
Generation’ and, to a walking bass 
pattern ‘Death Train’ struts through 
Johnny Cash country. But, what 
makes this such a strikingly good 
album and unearths the band’s full 
talent, stems from two pounding 
country rock originals, the title track 
and ‘Delayed Reaction’, plus a 
stunning version of Neil Young's 
‘Powderfinger’. 


DNOOOOO 


NAKED PREY 
UNDER THE BLUE MARLIN 
Zippo ZONG Oll 

THE RIDE; A STRANGER (NEVER SAYS 
GOODBYE); DIRT; TRAIN WHISTLE; HOW | FELT 
THAT DAY; COME ON DOWN; RAWHEAD; 
VOODOO GODHEAD; FLY AWAY; WHAT PRICE 
FOR FREEDOM. 


This obviously angry Arizona 
foursome’s incensed original songs 


bear the mark of true conviction, giving 


an intensity that, agreeing with their 
views or not, is singularly appealing. 
Van Christian’s aggressively drawled 
vocals rasp against caustic 
electric guitar, supported by heavy 
bass and drums, permeating blistering 
rock severity with piledriving country 
ferocity. 

» 
Even on decelerated, comparatively 
more restrained songs like ‘Stranger’ 
and, the slow-burning ‘Train Whistle’, 
Naked Prey’s penetrating music cuts 
straight through to the bone. But then, 
nobody should be afraid of making a 
noise as long as it’s done well and this 


certainly is. 


ALTERNATIVE REVIEWS 


THE WATERBOYS 
THIS IS THE SEA 
Island/Ensign ENCL 5 
DON'T BANG THE DRUM; THE WHOLE OF THE 
MOON; SPIRIT; THE PAN WITHIN; MEDECINE 
BOW; OLD ENGLAND; BE MY ENEMY; 
TRUMPETS; THIS IS THE SEA. 


After watching the Waterboys 
perform exciting ‘New Wave’ 
country with brilliant vocals, fiddle, 
mandolin, acoustic guitar, bass and 
drums line up on Channel 4’s 
‘Tube’, | eagerly phoned the nice 
people at Island Records for a copy 
of their latest album. It seems that 
Scots singer/songwriter/mulit- 
instrumentalist Mike Scott is the 
only constant member of the band, 
however, and this album bears little 
resemblance to that performance. 


Synthesisers and violins abound 
which, without a fiddle or mandolin 
to be heard, negate Scott’s still valid 
attempts at a ‘New Wave’ country 
style. To be frank though, while the 
music is undeniably good, | can only 
find the most tenuous country links 
here (‘Medecine Bow’ being the 
closest), which is a pity as the 
‘Tube’ set held such promise. 


OOOOOO 


BRINSLEY SCHWARZ 
SILVER PISTOL 
Edsel ED 190 

DRY LAND; MERRY GO ROUND; ONE MORE 
DAY; NIGHTINGALE; SILVER PISTOL; THE 
LAST TIME | WAS FOOLED; UNKNOWN 
NUMBER; RANGE WAR; EGYPT; NIKI HOEKE 
SPEEDWAY; JU JU MAN; ROCKIN’ CHAIR. 


This re-issue of their third album 
(first out in 1971), shows the then 
Schwarz member, Nick Lowe, was 
heavily influenced by country 
music long before forming Rockpile 
and his Cowboy Outfit. It also 
proves that a British band could 
turn out product at least equalling, if 
not bettering the work of West 
Coast contemporaries and they did 
it recording at home, with mobile 
eight-track equipment. 


‘Silver Pistol’ is a classic album in 
every sense, filled with special 
magic that’s often sought but 
seldom achieved and, if that 
statement seems a little rash, | 
stand by every word. 


To illustrate this, they equate 
comparison to The Band at their 
early best, without even the 
slightest hint of imitation and, 
proving how far ahead of their time 
Schwarz are, the album stands up 
better now than it did fifteen years 
ago. 


No need to point out individual 
tracks, each has what it takes to 
incite rabid delirium in the hardest 
pleased country rock disciple and 
beyond, to lovers of good music 
whatever the tag. 


OOOOO0U 


GIANT SAND 

VALLEY OF RAIN 

Zippo Zong 008 
DOWN ON TOWN (LOVE'S NO ANSWER); 
BLACK VENETIAN BLIND; CURSE OF A 
THOUSAND FLAMES; ARTISTS; MAN OF 
WANT; VALLEY OF RAIN; TUMBLE AND 
TEAR; OCTOBER ANYWHERE; BARRIO; 
DEATH, DYING AND CHANNEL 5; TORTURE 
OF LOVE. 


More red hot rock from the sun 
scorched Arizona wastelands, 
moistened with refreshing droplets 
from a bubbly Country stream. All 
the songs are penned by lead 
singer/guitarist/ pianist Howe Gelb, 
but,in contrast to the closer country 
proximity of The Band Of Blacky 


Publishers warning: ‘Country Music Round Up’ can seriously involve you with all that goes on in country music . 


Slightly reminiscent of Green On 
Red, whose Chris Cacavas 
provides piano on the title track, 
Giant Sand (completed by bassist 
Scott Garber and, extra drummer 
Winston A Watson Jr.) have lots of 
originality and flair. Clever lyrics 
(listen to ‘Death, Dying and Channel 
5’ for example) wrapped in strong 
tunes, given emphasis by Gelb’s 
distinctive voice and 
complementary backup that either 
flares or smoulders according to 
necessity, makes positive music. 
Ranchette (also fronted by Gelb 
and featuring drummer Tom 
Larkins), they rely a little more 
heavily on a solid rock beat. 


OOOOOU 


BRIAN SETZER 
THE KNIFE FEELS LIKE JUSTICE 

EMI America AML 3102 
THE KNIFE FEELS LIKE JUSTICE; HAUNTED 
RIVER; BOULEVARD OF BROKEN DREAMS; 
BOBBY’S BACK; RADIATION RANCH; 
CHAINS AROUND YOUR HEART; MARIA; 
THREE GUYS; AZTEC; BREATH OF LIFE; 
BARBWIRE FENCE. 


An excellent first solo set, in a style 
expected from the ex-Stray Cat. He 
touches on the modern rockabilly 
the cats made all their own, but 
mostly comes nearer 
Springsteen’s country related story 
telling in song structure and 
delivery. 

Particularly strong lyrics stir potent 
images of bleak landscapes, where 
chilling winds of doom leave the 
central character helplessly 
exposed to a world without future. 
As the ‘Barbwire Fence’ rises and 
the ‘Radiation Ranch’ becomes 
Startling reality, the only ‘Breath Of 
Life’ left in a world where ‘The Knife 
Feels Like Justice’ is to bury his 
soul in the ‘Aztec’ sand of a more 
civilized age. 

Topical, thought-provoking issues 
in a forceful rock’n’country setting, 
aided by one time Allman Brothers 
ivory pounder, Chuck Leavell, and 
Benmont Tench of Tom Petty’s 
Heartbreakers Pretty powerful 
stuff, but totally enjoyable too. 


OOOOOO 


BLOOD ON THE SADDLE 
POISON LOVE 
Gates of Heaven (Stiff) PETE 1. 

ONE STEP AWAY; POLICE SIREN ; STEAL 
YOUR LOVE AWAY; POISONED LOVE; 
THUNDER; JOHNNIE’S AT THE FAIR; BED OF 
ROSES; COLT 45; PROMISE YOUR HEART; 
DOWN AND OUT; IN THE PIPE LINES; 
MOTHER'S LOVE; INSTRUMENTAL; 
ABILENE. 


Good LA ‘Cowpunk’, with lead 
singers Greg Davis and Anette 
Zilinkas (ex Bangles) mixing Jason 
& The Scorchers with a rawer Lone 
Justice, or as their press office have 
it, ‘Hank Williams crashing into 
Captain Beefheart’. Their flyer also 
notes ‘Blood On The Saddle are 
doing to country and bluegrass 
what ‘X’ do to folk and Blasters do to 
rockabilly’, which ,while placing 
them in celebrated company, is a 
pretty fair assimilation. 


Sleeve and label (I used the latter) 
disagree about actual song titles in 
some instance, but, while a 
variation of ‘In The Pines’ is also 
credited as ‘In The Pipe Lines’, 
deviation from original tune and 
added lyrics render either 
applicable. Such errors are not too 
important, however, when 
entertaining music and the variety 
achieved by two vastly differing lead 
singers add up to a refreshing 
album like this. 
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JIMMY WORK 
MAKING BELIEVE 
Bear Family BFX 15177 
THAT'S THE WAY IT’S GONNA BE; ROCK 
ISLAND LINE; PUTTIN’ ON THE DOG AND 
CATTIN’ AROUND; WHEN SHE SAID YOU ALL; 
DIGGING MY OWN GRAVE; DON’T GIVE MEA 
REASON TO WONDER WHY; BLIND HEART; 
YOU'VE GOT A HEART LIKE A MERRY GO 
ROUND; THAT COLD, COLD LOOK IN YOUR 
EYE; HANDS AWAY FROM MY HEART; THAT'S 
WHAT MAKES THE JUKEBOX PLAY; LET 'EM 
TALK; JUST LIKE DOWNTOWN; MY OLD 
STOMPING GROUND. 


Once again the German Bear 
Family label have performed a 
valuable service for the ardent 
collectors of fifties’ style country 
music, this time with an album from 
the oft overlooked composer/singer 
Jimmy Work. Jimmy is best known 
as the writer of three classics, 
‘Tennessee Border’ (1948), 
‘Making Believe’ (a hit for both 
Jimmy and Kitty Wells in 1955, as 
well as a much later superb re-make 
by Emmylou Harris) and ‘That's 
What Makes The Jukebox Play’ (a 
great Moe Bandy honky tonker). 


Other than these, the talent of this 
man has gone largely unnoticed by 
the majority of country fans, a great 
pity as this, his first album release, 
shows that Jimmy is an excellent 
example of the nasal country style 
made famous by Hank Williams and 
carried on by Vernon Oxford and 
Norman Wade. 


His songs contain the same pained 
emotion as Hank's and on many 
tracks the backing is very similar to 
that of the Drifting Cowboys. Little is 
known of the musicians used on 
these tracks other than Casey Clark 
played fiddle and that Buddy 
Emmons played on some before he 
joined Little Jimmy Dickens in July 
1955. 


Definitely a gem for lovers of that 
fifties sound and for around £7 it’s 


also very good value. 


OOOOO0O 


THE OAKRIDGE BOYS 
YOU'LL NEVER WALK ALONE 
Showcase SHLP 143 
| KNOW; WONDERFUL SAVIOUR; WITHOUT 

GOD; THE OLD COUNTRY CHURCH; I'D 
WAKE UP ON THE OTHER SIDE; DEAR JESUS 
ABIDE WITH ME; THE CHRISTIAN WAY; HIDE 
THOU ME; | ASKED THE LORD; FARTHER 
ALONG; DAY OF REJOICING; RIVER OF LIFE; 
YOU'LL NEVER WALK ALONE; ONE OF 
THESE MORNINGS; WHEN | LAY MY 
BURDENS DOWN; AT THE ROLL CALL; TIME 
HAS MADE A CHANGE IN ME; SOMEDAY. 


The Oakridge Boys have been 
around since the late fifties, 
originally as a gospel group and 
more recently as a high energy 
country quartet. 


This nineteen track album is pure, 
unadulterated Gospel, with no 
indication of when it was recorded 
and no hint as to who composed 
the line-up of the Oaks when it was 
laid down. 


The album is a fine example of 
peppy gospel music, but beware if 
you are into the Oaks as they are 
today. Even so, with nineteen 
tracks at a budget price, it’s still 
very good value for money and 
worth listening to. 
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CASSETTE 
CORNER 


OOoOoOo000 


TERRY DEAN 
& THE MISTY DREAM BAND 
ONE MORE FOR THE ROAD 

ON THE ROAD AGAIN; AMANDA; LOVE BUG; 
IF WE'RE NOT BACK IN LOVE BY MONDAY; 
SHE WAS ONCE MY WIFE; RAINY DAY 
WOMAN; TWO LESS LONELY PEOPLE; YES 
VIRGINIA. 


A ‘cassette only’ release from Terry 
Dean & The Misty Dream Band, 
who are residents of darkest 
Cornwall. The band consists of 
Terry (lead vocals/rhythm/bass 
guitar), Paul PJ (harmony vocals/ 
bass/rhythm guitar), Davy Fidler 
(ex-Everglades, percussion) and 
Allan Knight (another — ex- 
Everglade, lead guitar). 


This is one of those releases that is 
usually described as a good seller 
at gigs and would no doubt be a 
pleasant reminder of an enjoyable 
evening. 


| dont want to give the wrong 
impression when | say that the vocal 
and musicianship are both pleasant 
and enjoyable, without having that 
little extra something to lift it above 
the rest. | think that any fault here 
lies in lack of time or experience in 
the studio and the absence of a 
good class producer. 


| hope the Misty Dream Band 
venture out of Cornwall soon, as | 
feel | would enjoy hearing them live. 
If you want to find out more about 
them or the cassette, then drop a 
line to Terry at 93 Tregonissey 
Road, St. Austell, Cornwall. 


CACTUS JACK 

CACTUS JACK 

Cassette only 
HENRY; LIVING PROOF; DOOLEY; PANCHO 
AND LEFTY; LONESOME COWBOYS; BIG 
BAYOU; ALWAYS ON MY MIND; 
EVANGALINE; THREE FOUR TIME; SUNSET 
ON THE STAGE. 


The packaging of this tape is done 
up to represent a cigarette packet, 
complete with a health warning that 
‘country music can make life more 
enjoyable’. This is certainly true of 
the first cassette from this lively 
Swindon based five piece band. 
Having seen the band perform 
many times, | can honestly state 
that this tape is a fair sample of their 
enjoyable stage act, with good 
strong lead vocals from John Hillier 
who really does seem to enjoy 
himself (so it rubs off on the 
audience) and some nice 
complementary harmonies from 
Adrian Pickett and Mick Willis to 
_found out the sound. 


Although this is primarily a gig 
cassette, the recording quality is 
very good. It is a tape | am proud to 
have in my collection and one that | 
have been playing a lot, as it does 
have a nice balance of material, 
ranging from the lively ‘Henry’ and 
‘Big Bayou’, the driving almost 
country rock sounds of ‘Living 
Proof’ and ‘Lonesome Cowboys’ to 
the classic ballad ‘Always On My 
Mind’, plus a throwback to the 
‘Pioneers’ sound on a very 
enjoyable ‘Sunset On The Sage’. If 
you've already heard Cactus Jack 
then this is a great souvenir to have. 
Ifyou haven't heard them then buy it 
and | am sure you will want to make 
a point of attending one of their gigs. 


This cassete can be yours for only 
£3 and a stamped self addressed 
envelope to, Eddie Hodge, 

315 Cricklade Road, Swindon, 
Wilts. Tel: Swindon 641057. Buy it, 
you'll like it. 


RONNIE MILSAP 
LOST IN THE FIFTIES TONIGHT 
RCA 

IN LOVE; OLD FASHIONED GIRL LIKE YOU; 
DON'T TAKE IT TONIGHT; HOW DO | TURN 
YOU ON; | ONLY REMEMBER THE GOOD 
TIMES; | HEARD IT THROUGH THE 
GRAPEVINE; HAPPY, HAPPY, BIRTHDAY 
BABY; MONEY; NASHVILLE MOON. 


Ronnie Milsap continues his 
fascination with the music of the 
fifties after his number one single 
success with the Mike Reid/Troy 
Seals title song. Whether or not the 
album is country is really left to the 
listener's own interpretation. What 
is for sure, this is a work of real 
quality, ideally suited for the 
crossover market. 


The sounds of three decades ago 
are very strong on the title track, ‘I 
Heard It Through The Grapevine’ 
(the resurrected Marvin Gaye hit), 
‘Happy, Happy Birthday Baby’ and 
‘Money’, the old Berry Gordy hit. On 
the remaining songs, the period 
concept is more subtle, exquisitely 
so on ‘Nashville Moon’, with its 
references to Hank Williams. 


| would advise, in this particular 
case, that all musical barriers be 
brought down, so that ‘Lost In The 
Fifties Tonight’ can be enjoyed for 


the masterpiece it is. 
Pete Smith. 


Hanes 
THE DOUG DILLARD BAND 


JACKRABBIT 
Sundown 


The name Dillard is most respected 
by historians of modern country 
music. Back in the early sixties 
Rodney and Doug Dillard began a 
musical form, a mixture of rock and 
bluegrass, that would later become 
known as New Grass and even 
later would prove a winning formula 
for Ricky Skaggs. 


After a body of excellent albums for 
Elektra, the two brothers drifted 
apart, Doug turning toa more stone 
country sound, a style with which 
he was more comfortable. 


Little has been heard of the Dillards 
for the past several years, but now, 
thanks to Sundown, one can 
sample Doug Dillard and his band 
serving up one hell of a helping of 
bluegrass. 


Recorded live at the Sixth Annual 
Telluride Bluegrass And Country 
Music Festival, held in June 1979, 
‘Jackrabbit’ features some of the 
greatest pickers in bluegrass music, 
certainly the finest ever to bear the 
name ‘Dillard’. Doug, as usual, 
picks banjo and sings lead; Ray 
Park (guitar, fiddle, vocals), was 
formerly with the New Riders Of The 
Purple Sage; Bill Bryson is a great 
bass player and Skip Conover one 
of the most in demand dobro pickers 
in the business. 

Three times world champion fiddle 
player Byron Berline also sings and 
ace guitarist Billy Constable handles 
all the lead licks. To add a little 
cream to this extremely tasty cake is 
Sam Bush on mandolin. 

The material, a mix of old and 
original, is geared toward the up- 
tempo. In fact, ‘Oceans Of 
Diamonds’ is the only slow number 
in the ten. 

The original material is ‘Byron's 
Barn’ and ‘Jackrabbit’, penned by 
Berline and Dillard's own ‘Hickory 
Holler’. 


Of the familiar material, you'll 
instantly recognise ‘Salty Dog 
Blues’, ‘Rolling In My Sweet Baby's 
Arms’ and maybe ‘Hamilton County 
Breakdown’, ‘Teardrops In My 
Eyes’, ‘I'll Just Stay Around’ and my 
particular favourite, ‘Last Old 
Shovel’. 


Go on, treat yourself to some real 
country music and some real fancy 
picking! 

Pete Smith. 


SINGLE MINDED 


BOBBY BARE 
BETTER NOT LOOK DOWN 
WAIT UNTIL TOMORROW 

EMI EA217 


The debut single on EMI for Bobby 
Bare couples the raunchy Waylon 
Jennings/Joe Sample ‘Better Not 
Look Down’ with a gutsy, driving 
Shel Silverstein number ‘Wait Until 
Tomorrow’. Definitely a double ‘A’ 
as far as I’m concerned. 


CANADIAN SINGLES 


KARINA LONG 
MAYBE 
FRIDAY NIGHT 
Ridge 


Two self penned numbers from a 
new name to me Karina Long, 
couples a haunting, pacy ballad, 
‘Maybe’ with some real nice country 
boogie on ‘Friday Night’. If you like 
lady singers with guts then this 
could be for you. Contact 

Ridge Records at R. R. No.11, 
1490 Goods Road, Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, P7B 5E2, Canada. 


GARY FJELLGAARD 
DANCING IN THE RING 
RIDING ON THE WIND 

Savannah SRS 839 


Achange of label sees Gary's 1985 
award winning single ‘Riding On 
The Wind’ released as the ‘B' Side 
to his new song ‘Dancing In The 
Ring’. The combination of Gary’s 
thoughtful lyrics and slightly throaty 
voice make this a good tip for entry 
into the Canadian charts. Contact 
Savannah at 807 Sweetwater 
Crescent, Mississauga, Ontario, 
L5H 4A7, Canada. Clive Wynes. 


SHOTGUN 
TURNING POINT 
Double Barrel CCR 9080 

ON-COMIN' HEARTACHE; EARLY MORNING, 
AFTER MIDNIGHT LOVER; LOVIN’ IT; A 
MEMORY | DON'T WANT TO FORGET; LOVE 
BANDIT; SWEET SECRET; FIRST TIME 
FEELING; ROSE, CAN'T SAY GOODBYE; FOOL 
IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND; SHOTGUN. 


Shotgun are a five piece Canadian 
band with a tight, modern sound. 
With all five of them contributing to 
the vocals, they really do have a 
powerhouse vocally, as well as a 
strong line-up instrumentally. 
Although most of the songs were 
written by Cyril Rawson, a Nashville 
songwriter, | found the two best 
tracks were both written by the 
band's bass player Brian Twaites. 
His ‘Sweet Secret’ and ‘Love 
Bandit’ are two songs I’m sure, with 
a little exposure, would take off like 
rockets. Both tunes are so 
infectious that I defy anyone to keep 
their feet or hands still while 
listening to them and the lyrics will 
have everybody singing along 
immediately. 


The other members of Shotgun are 
Rusty Walker (steel guitar - he also 
helped write their theme tune 
*‘Shotgun’), Cam Kingelin (drums), 
Steve Woolhead (keyboards) and 
finally Neal Mattice (guitar). 


‘Turning Point’ was recorded in 
both Nashville and Toronto and the 
overall quality is so high | defy 
anyone to tell what was recorded 
where. This really is an excellent 
album that manages to have a solid 
commercial sound without losing its 
country roots. Now, it’s yet another 
album that’s going to be hard to find, 
So try dropping a line to 

Double Barrel Records, Suite 706, 
666 Terrace Drive, Oshawa, 
Ontario, L1G 222, Canada. 


Clive Wynes. 


THE ‘PROS AND 
CONS’ ON THE TAPE 
LEVY 


@ OVER the years | have listened to, read about and 
reported on a campaign by those people involved in the 
music industry (artistes, songwriters, record companies 
etc.), to get a levy put on blank tapes, the proceeds of 
this levy being distributed to those whose work was 
being copied. 


@ Earlier this year, our Government, following the lead 
given by Germany, published a ‘White Paper’ on the 
subject and, as governments everywhere have a way of 
doing, ended up pleasing virtually no-one. 


@ The proposed legislation, which could become law 
by the end of the year, gives the campaigners the levy 
tax they wanted, but it also, in a quid pro quo solution, 
makes the taping of recorded material legal for private 
use, ie., if you buy a record (or cassette) you may make 
as many private copies as you like off it, (for use in the 
car or a Walkman for example). But, you still would not 
be able to do this for profit. 


@ The ‘Pros and Cons’ mentioned in the headline do 
not refer to the advantages and disadvantages of the 
proposed new law, but to the professional publicists 
both sides (sometimes even different branches of the 
same company) use to lobby support of the public and 
politicians and the con tricks both sides try to use to get 
that support. The latest in the propaganda war was a 
Press conference called by the Tape Manufacturers 
Group in May to put their side. 


@ Those in favour of the levy argue that the public have 
less choice because pirate recordings reduce the 
number of sales, therefore the record companies have 
less money to invest in new acts. Those against, argue 
that sales are not down and that anyway the proposed 
levy would almost certainly go to the superstars who 
already have millions, not to new, struggling acts! 


@ Those in favour of the levy claim that their members’ 
work and living is being stolen! They argue that if you buy 
one loaf of bread you would not expect to be able to take 
two, which is what you do when you make a pirate 
recording of a copyright song. Those against argue that 
this type of home taping does not effect sales and an 
NOP poll they commissioned showed that those who do 
most of the home taping, almost buy the most records. 


@ One of the strongest points they make is that, instead 
of cheap blank tape, we may end up with expensive ‘red 
tape’ and the end result of what they collect may be very 
insignificant. They brought over a German expert to back 
this up following nine months experience of a similar law 
there. They were also supported by the Consumer 
Association, who were against any increase at all and 
also expressed a fear that whatever level the levy was 
set at, it would increase by the time the actual money was 
paid when various interests added mark-up and VAT etc. 


®@ Another organisation campaigning against the levy 
was the Royal Institute For The Blind. The lady 
representing them made an eloquent speech, in which 
she expressed fears that, although they would be 
exempted from the increase, this exemption may be 
difficult and embarrassing to obtain. 


@ During the debate afterwards, | expressed my 
worries that British acts who used blank cassettes to 
record their own music to sell at gigs, would have to pay 
more (in fact a levy to support the superstars like Paul 
McCartney), when they were not using the tapes to 
pirate. 


@ Another aspect mentioned was that CBS and others 
are talking about putting a high-tone ‘spoiler’ sound on 
their recordings that will be impossible to hear normally 
but will ruin private recordings. | don't know if that’s 
possible yet, but the consequences if it was done would 
surely be even worse on all the people campaigning 
against the levy. For, if it happened, the sales of blank 
tapes would surely plummet and the prices for those 
who had to use them, the blind, musicians, journalists 
etc., would shoot up much higher than any levy would 
raise them. 


@ Bearing this in mind makes me think the 
Government's proposed bill is not so wrong. If we are 
honest, we all know that we do make pirate recordings, 
which, at present, is illegal, so let’s make it legal and pay 
a few pennies for the privilege. If possible | would like to 
see this money used to launch new acts and | would like 
to see musicians who need tapes for their jobs 
exempted. However, I've no doubt many of you will 


have different views. 
Mick Green. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JULY 1986 


Billboard 


CVLEWS 


ALBUMS: 


Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports. 


reproduced courtesy of Billboard Publications Inc. 


ARTIST 
LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG. LIST PRICE)* 


x * NO.1 *&* 
3) RONNIE MILSAP rca ani i-7194 (8.98) (CD) 1 week at No.One LOST IN THE FIFTIES TONIGHT 


}(2)]_ 4 | 6 | 10 | DWIGHT YOAKAM reprise 25372/waRneR BROS. (8.98) GUITARS, CADILLACS, ETC., ETC. 


Rey THE JUDDS @ rca/curB AHL1-7042/RCA (8.98) (CD) ROCKIN’ WITH THE RHYTHM 


Paez 
4) 6 | 7 | 3 | MERLE HAGGARD epic 40286 A FRIEND IN CALIFORNIA 
>| 7} —[ 2 | GEORGE STRAIT wca 5750 (8.98) #7 


6 | 1 | | 11 | WAYLON JENNINGS mca 5688 .98) (co) WILL THE WOLF SURVIVE 
EET ER V7 GREATEST HITS 
} 8 | 0 | 4 | 16 | WHOEVER'S IN NEW ENGLAND 
THE PROMISELAND 
HARMONY 

WON'T BE BLUE ANYMORE 
RABBITT TRAX 

SEASONS 

THIRTEEN 

LIVE IN LONDON 

SHAKIN’ 


THIS WEEK 
LAST WEEK 
WKS. ON CHART 


ALABAMA 4 FCA AHL1-7170 (8.98) (CD) 
REBA MCENTIRE mca 5691 (8.98) (CD) 
WILLIE NELSON cotumsia Fc.40327 


SEER aS 
10} 14 | 10 | 15 | JOHN CONLEE covumaia Fc-40257 


DAN SEALS emi-america ST-17166 (8.98) 
EDDIE RABBITT rca aHi1-7041 (8.98) 

THE OAK RIDGE BOYS mca 5714 (8.98) (co) 
EMMYLOU HARRIS warner BROS. 25352 (8.98) 
RICKY SKAGGS eric Fe-40103 


w 
= 


SAWYER BROWN capitol /curs ST-12438/CAPITOL (8.98) 
HANK WILLIAMS, JR. © warner/CuRs 25267/WARNER BROS. (8.98) FIVE-O 
GEORGE STRAIT @ mca 5605 (8.98) (CD) SOMETHING SPECIAL 
LEE GREENWOOD mca 5622 (8.98) STREAMLINE 
GIRLS LIKE ME 


TANYA TUCKER capitot st-12474 (8.98) 
JOHN SCHNEIDER mca 5668 (8.98) A MEMORY LIKE YOU 
EARL THOMAS CONLEY rca ant1-7032 (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS 
THE STATLER BROTHERS mercury 422-826 782-1 M/POLYGRAM (8.98) FOUR FOR THE SHOW 
WHY NOT ME 

HANG ON TO YOUR HEART 
GEORGE STRAIT’S GREATEST HITS 


el ed 
“iw 


THE JUDDS A RcA/CURB AHL1-5319/RCA (8.98) (CD) 
EXILE epic Fe40000 
| 65 | GEORGE STRAIT @ mca 5567 (8.98) (CD) 

17 ANNE MURRAY capitot sJ 12466 (8.98) SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT 
W.JENNINGS,W.NELSON,J.CASH,K.KRISTOFFERSON @ HIGHWAYMAN 
COLUMBIA FC 40056 


| 7 | 31 | HANK WILLIAMS, JR. warner/cure 25328/warNeR BROS.(8.98) GREATEST HITS-VOLUME II 


| 30 | 28 | 32 | 13 | CHARLY MCCLAIN/WAYNE MASSEY epic 40249 WHEN LOVE IS RIGHT 


“SINGLES | 


Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports and radio playlists. 


TITLE ARTIST 
PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) LABEL & NUMBER. DISTRIBUTING LABEL 


BSCHEC HERECEREERE 


FOR WEEK ENDING JUNE 21, 1986 
Reproduced Courtesy Of Billboard Publications Inc. 


THE FORESTER SISTERS. 
WARNER BROS, 7-28795 


@ WILLIE NELSON 
COLUMBIA 38-05834 


DAN SEALS 
EMI-AMERICA 831 1 


MARIE OSMOND 
CAPITOL/CURB 5563/CAPITOL 


JUICE NEWTON 
RCA 14295 


LEE GREENWOOD 
MCA 52807 


* I * 
MAMA'S NEVER SEEN THOSE EYES 1 week at No. One 


J.L.WALLACE, SKINNER (J.L. WALLACE, T.SKINNER) 


LIVING IN THE PROMISELAND 
W.NELSON (0.L. JONES) 


EVERYTHING THAT GLITTERS (IS NOT GOLD) 
K.LEHNING (D SEALS, B MCDILL) 


READ MY LIPS 
PWORLEY (M.BLATTE. L.GOTTLIEB) 


HEARTS AREN'T MADE TO BREAK (THEY'RE MADE TO LOVE) 
J,CRUTCHFIELD (R.MURRAH. S.DEAN) 


UNTIL | MET YOU 
T.WEST (HRIDOLE) 


DRINKIN’ MY BABY GOOD-BYE 
J.BOYLAN (C.DANIELS) 


@ JUDY RODMAN 
MTM 72065/CAPITOL 


THE CHARLIE DANIELS BAND 
EPIC 34-05835 


ED BRUCE 
RCA 14305 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
WARNER BROS 7.28722 


@ RANDY TRAVIS 
WARNER BROS. 7-28962 


KATHY MATTEA 
MERCURY 884 573-7/POLYGRAM 


T GRAHAM BROWN 
CAPITOL 5571 


@ DWIGHT YOAKAM 
REPRISE 7-28793/WARNER BROS. 


GEORGE JONES 
EPIC 3405862 


MARK GRAY 


IGHTS 
E.BRUCE,B.MEVIS (B.HILL, T.HILLER) 


RENO BOUND 
J.E. NORMAN,SOUTHERN PACIFIC, B. HARTMAN (J.MCFEE, A.PESSIS) 


ON THE OTHER HAND 
K.LEHNING,K.STEGALL (POVERSTREET. D.SCHLITZ) 


LOVE AT THE FIVE AND DIME 
A.REYNOLDS (N.GRIFFITH) 


| WISH THAT | COULD HURT THAT WAY AGAIN 
B.LOGAN (VANHOY, PUTMAN, COOK) 


HONKY TONK MAN 
P-ANDERSON (H.HAUSEY, I.FRANKS, J HORTON) 


SOMEBODY WANTS ME OUT OF THE WAY 
B.SHERRILL (A.L.OWENS, D. KNUTSON) 


BACK WHEN LOVE WAS ENOUGH 
S.BUCKINGHAM.M.GRAY (T.SEALS, M.REID) COLUMBIA 38-05857 


LIFE’S HIGHWAY STEVE WARINER 
T.BROWN. J.BOWEN (R.LEIGH, R.MURRAH) MCA 52786 


ALL TIED UP RONNIE MCDOWELL 
B.KILLEN (R MCDOWELL, B.KILLEN, J.MEADOR) MCA/CURB 52816/MCA 


TIE OUR LOVE (IN A DOUBLE KNOT) DOLLY PARTON 
D.MALLOY (J.SILBAR, J.REID) RCA 14297 


GOTTA LEARN TO LOVE WITHOUT YOU 
JOHNSON) 


MICHAEL JOHNSON 
B.MAHER (K.ROBBINS, M. RCA 14294 


SINGLES ROSE MARIE — So Lucky/Is It Too Late — 


A1 A1 293 


JOHN DENVER — Don’t Close Your Eyes Tonight/A 


RICKY SKAGGS — Cajun Moon/Rockin’ _ 
Wild Heart Looking For A Home — RCA PB 49961 ss i 


Epic A 7222 


RECENT U.K. 


RELEASES 


— ALBUMS 


ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Comin’ Right At Ya— 
Edsel ED 187/- 

ED BRUCE — Rock Boppin’ Baby— Bear Family/ 
Rollercoaster BFX 15194/- 

JIMMY RODGERS — Train Whistle Blues — ASV 

Living Era AJA 5042/ZCAJA 5042 


PATSY CLINE - 20 Classic Songs — Meteor SMT 005 
BUDDY EMMONS — Sings Bob Wills — Sundown 


SDLP 033/- 

MERLE HAGGARD — swinging Door. — See For 
Miles SEE 68/- 

ALBERT LEE— Speechless—MCA IMCA 5693/ 
IMCAC 5693 


a en ccemeencnneneian 
en sapenenciant ee 2 


THE STATLERS — Four For The Show — Mercury/ 
Phonogram MERH 91/MERHC 91 


CHET ATKINS — Sweet Dreams— CBS 26855/40- 
26855 

JOHNNY CASH AND WAYLON JENNINGS — 
Heroes — CBS 26922/40-26922 

CREEDENCE CLEARWATER REVIVAL — Chronicle- 
The 20 Greatest Hits— Fantasy (USA) 1081115/ 
1681115 

EVERLY BROTHERS — The Collection — Castle 

Collectors — CCSLP 139/CCSMC 139 


VARIOUS — Discover Country (inc. Dolly Parton, 
Kenny Rogers)/Discover New Country (inc. The Judds, 
Rosanne Cash), (2 for 1) — Starblend 


HANK WILLIAMS — More Rare Radio Programmes 
Vol.1 — Jambalaya JAM 201/- 


HANK WILLIAMS — More Rare Radio Programmes 
Vol.2 — Jambalaya JAM 202/- 

HANK WILLIAMS JR. — 5-0 — Warner Brothers 
925267-1/925267 

RONNIE MILSAP — Lost in 50 Fifties — RCA PL 
87194/PK 87194 


CONWAY TWITTY & LORETTA LYNN — The Best of 
Conway And Loretta — MCA MCL 1823/MCLC 1823 


COMPACT DISCS 


THE OAKRIDGE BOYS — Hits 2— MCA MCAD 5496 
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PRS LICENCE 
DODGERS UNDER 
PRESSURE 


@ THE PRS is threatening a blitz 
against businessmen and traders 
who are not paying for the public 
use of music on their premises. 


@ According to the society, 
culprits are depriving composers 
and publishers of nearly £3 million 
a year in unpaid royalties. 


@ Surveys disclosed that, while 
over ninety per cent of pubs using 
music hold a PRS licence, over 
thirty per cent of retail shops 
playing background music have 
not obtained one and a similar 
figure applies to hotels, 
restaurants and cafes. 


@ Among factories and 
workshops using ‘music while you 
work’, as many as forty-five per 
cent are suspected of not paying 
royalties. Hairdressers appear to 
be the worst offenders at sixty-five 
per cent. 


@ The PRS concludes that as a 
consequence, the £17 million 
collected from UK public 
performance licences in 1985 
should have been closer to £20 
million. This is in spite of ‘the 
dedicated activity’ of forty full- 
time PRS regional inspectors and 
the fact that over 200,000 
premises in the UK are already 
licensed either for live 
performances or for the use of 
record or tape players, juke boxes, 
radio, TV sets or video. 


@ ‘Copyright is somebody's 
property’, said PRS licensing 
controller Mike Hudson. ‘You need 
the owner’s permission before you 
use it, and it just isn’t good enough 
for music users to sit back and wait 
for the PRS inspector to visit them 
and offer a licence. From now on, 
anyone found using music who has 
not got our licence or has not 
voluntarily applied for one, will, 
for the first year, be charged a fifty 
per cent additional royalty.’ 


@ The PRS is formally warning 
about its get-tough policy through 
a nationwide press campaign, with 
notices in national, regional and 
trade papers, alerting inlicensed 
music users to apply for licences 
immediately. 


MURPHEY SIGNS 


@ THE Jim Halsey Company 
recently announced the worldwide 
representation of Michael Martin 
Murphey, the Texas minstrel, who 
has had a celebrated career 
spanning nearly fifteen years and 
scored nine consecutive Top Ten 
country singles in the last three 
years. Murphey’s hits include 
country/pop gems like ‘Wildfire’, 


‘Geronimo’s Cadillac’ and 
‘Carolina In The Pines’. 


@ His first effort for Warner 
Brother Records, ‘Tonite We Ride’, 
is a poetic sampling of country 
music's richest themes. The 
album’s eleven songs reflect 
Murphey's Southwestem story 
telling roots, marking a new high 
for his self-contained singer/ 
songwriter status. 
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MCAs COUNTRY | 


GREATEST WITS 


a ££ : 
RED FOLEY THE BELLAMY BROTHERS BARBARA MANDRELL 
‘The Red Foley Story’ (Double) ‘Howard and David’ ‘Greatest Hits’ 
IMCA2 4053 IMCA 5586 IMCA 5566 


ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL LEE BUELAMAET 


| en 


FRAMED STREAMLINE 
ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL GENE WATSON LEE GREENWOOD JOHN CONLEE 
‘Framed’ ‘Greatest Hits’ ‘Streamline’ ‘John Conlee Greatest Hits’ 
IMCA 742 IMCA 5572 IMCA 5622 IMCA 5405 


LORETTA LYNN & CONWAY TWITTY MERLE HAGGARD BOB WILLS JIM GLASER 
‘Country Partners’ ‘Greatest Hits’ ‘The Best of Bob Wills Vol. 2’ (Double) ‘Man in The Mirror’ 
IMCA 836 IMCA 5386 IMCA2 4092 IMCA 5636 


BLUEGRASS 
HALLS FAME 


BILL MONROE DAVE & SUGAR ED BRUCE ROY CLARK 
‘Stars of the Blue Grass Hall of Fame’ IMCA 39050 ‘One to One’ ‘The Best of Roy Clark’ 
IMCA 5625 IMCA 27063 IMCA 27015 
IMCA_ ARTIST & TITLE IMCA ARTIST & TITLE IMCA ARTIST & TITLE 
13 BILL ANDERSON — Greatest Hits 1467 __ PATSY CLINE & JIM REEVES — Remembering 5450 GEORGE STRAIT —Right Or Wrong _ 
16 ERNEST TUBB—Greatest Hits 1473 CONWAY TWITTY —Greatest Hits - Vol. 1 5463 ATLANTA—Pictures 
84 ERNEST TUBB—Golden Favourites 1493 BARBARA MANDRELL — Best Of Barbara Mandrell 5475 REBA McENTIRE —Just A Little Love 
110 BILL MONROE —The High, Lonesome Sound Of Bill Monroe 1574 CONWAY TWITTY —Classic Conway 5489 BELLAMY BROTHERS — Restless 
121 KITTY WELLS —Greatest Hits 1588 JIMMY BUFFET — Living And Dying In % Time 5490 THE WHITES—Forever You 
140 BILL MONROE—Country Music Hall Of Fame 1621 LORETTALYNN—I Remember Patsy 5496 OAKRIDGE BOYS —Greatest Hits 2 
153 BOB WILLS—The Best of Bob Wills 1635 FREDDY FENDER —Before The Next Teardrop Falls 5511 ED BRUCE -—Tell Em I've Gone Crazy 
224 PATSY CLINE—A Portrait Of Patsy Cline 1652 JIMMY BUFFET —Changesin Lattitudes, Changesin Attitudes 5516 REBA McENTIRE—My King Of Country 
647 HOYT AXTON—Snowblind Friend 5150 OAKRIDGE BOYS —Greatest Hits 5566 BARBARA MANDRELL — Greatest Hits 
742 ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL — Framed 5250 MERLE HAGGARD—Songs For Mama That Tried 5567 GEORGE STRAIT —Greatest Hits . 
836 LORETTA LYNN & CONWAY TWITTY —Country Partners 5320 GEORGE STRAIT — Strait From The Heart 5572 GENE WATSON—Greatest Hits 
885 GENE WATSON -This Dream's On Me 5350 OAKRIDGE BOYS —American Made 5576 ATLANTA—Atlanta 
887 JOHN CONLEE—Busted 5384 GENE WATSON—Sometimes |! Get Lucky 5577 ED BRUCE-Greatest Hits 
893 ED BRUCE—! Write It Down 5386 MERLE HAGGARD -—Greatest Hits 5582 LEE GREENWOOD -— Greatest Hits 
924 MERLE HAGGARD —My Farewell To Elvis 5405 JOHN CONLEE —John Conlee Greatest Hits 5585 _REBA McENTIRE —Have | Got A Deal For You 
945 MICKEY NEWBURY — Sweet Memories 5416 ED BRUCE — You're Not Leavin’ Here Tonight 5586 BELLAMY BROTHERS — Howard & David 


REBA McENTIRE 

‘Just A Little Love’ =P 

IMCA 5475 ey CA a] Oo ea DS Available Now In Re 
ee 
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MUSIC ROUND-UP 


ADubail Of 
PATSY CLINE 


s 


PATSY CLINE 
‘A Portrait of Patsy Cline’ 
IMCA 224 


JOHN CONLEE 
‘Greatest Hits Vol. 2’ 
IMCA 5642 


OAKRIDGE BOYS 
‘Greatest Hits’ 
IMCA 5150 


pecs 


-EY NEWBURY 


ISWEET MEMORIES} 


Sone si ee sence are er ee ENTER 


MICKEY NEWBURY 
‘Sweet Memories’ 
IMCA 945 


IMCA ARTIST & TITLE 
5590 MAC DAVIS—Till | Made It With You 


bak Ridge Boys Greist HV 2. 


OAKRIDGE BOYS 
‘Greatest Hits Vol. 2’ 
IMCA 5496 


REBA McENTIRE 
‘Have | Got A Deal For You’ 
IMCA 5585 


MERLE HAGGARD 
‘Songs For The Mama That Tried’ 
IMCA 5250 


BILLY CRASH CRADDOCK 
‘Best of Billy Crash Craddock 
(Double) IMCA2 4165 


IMCA ARTIST & TITLE 
5700 CONWAY TWITTY —Songwriter 


GENE WATSON 
‘Old Love Never Dies’ 
IMCA 27066 


LORETTA LYNN 
‘| Remember Patsy’ 
IMCA 1621 


GEORGE STRAIT 
‘Straight From The Heart’ 
IMCA 5320 


CONWAY TWITTY 
‘Classic Conway’ 
IMCA 1574 


IMCA ARTIST & TITLE 
39050 DAVE & SUGAR 


5599 VARIOUS—Classic Country Duets 


27015 ROY CLARK— The Best Of Roy Clark 


5612 JIMGLASER —Past The Point Of No Return 
5613 LORETTA LYNN —Just A Woman 


27060 MARTY ROBBINS — 20th Century Drifter 


39051 _TOMPALL GLASER — Nights On The Borderline 
39053 PORTER WAGONER 


27063 ED BRUCE-—One To One 


39054 BILLY CRASH CRADDOCK —Crash Craddock 


5619 BARBARA MANDRELL — Get To The Heart 


27066 GENE WATSON -—Old Loves Never Die 


DOUBLE ALBUMS 


5620 VARIOUS —Tennessee Christmas 


27068 ED BRUCE—Ed Bruce 


IMCA2 ARTIST & TITLE 


5622 LEE GREENWOOD - Streamline 

5625 BILL MONROE —Stars Of The Bluegrass Hall Of Fame 
5636 JIM GLASER—Man In The Mirror 

5642 JOHN CONLEE —Greatet Hits Vol. 2 

5668 JOHN SCHNEIDER—A Memory Like You 

5670 GENE WATSON - Texas Saturday Night 


27070 MEL TILLIS—The Very Best Of Mell Tillis 


4001 BILL ANDERSON -—The Bill Anderson Story (Double) 


27092 GEORGE STRAIT —Strait Country 

37167 WILLIE NELSON—Family Bible 

37236 LORETTA LYNN—Coal Miners Daughter 

37237 LORETTALYNN & CONWAY TWITTY — 
The Very Best Of Conway & Loretta 


4031 KITTY WELLS —The Kitty Wells Story (Double) 
4038 PATSY CLINE—The Patsy Cline Story (Double) 


4040 ERNEST TUBB—The Ernest Tubb Story (Double) 
4053 RED FOLEY — The Red Foley Story (Double) 


4090 BILL MONROE —Best Of Bill Monroe (Double) 


5691 REBA McENTIRE—Whoever's In New England 


37247 JERRY CLOWER—Jerry Clower’s Greatest Hits 


4092 BOB WILLS —Best Of Bob Wills Vol. 2 (Double) 


5686 VEGA BROTHERS — Into Something Good 


39029 VARIOUS — Today's Country Classics 


4161_ LEFTY FRIZZELL — The Legendary Last Sessions (Double) 


5698 MERLE HAGGARD — Songwriter 


39047 JIMMY C. NEWMAN —Cajun Country 


4165 BILLY CRASH CRADDOCK — Best Of (Double) 


5699 JOHN CONLEE — Songs For The Working Man 


cord Shops 


39048 MARGO SMITH 


CLASSIC COUNTRY 


perivolesi ut re 


CONWAY TWITTY 
‘Songwriter’ 
IMCA 5700 


THE BELLAMY BROTHERS 
‘Restless’ 
IMCA 5489 


GEORGE STRAIT 
‘Right or Wrong’ 
IMCA 5450 


GREATEST HITS: 


CONWAY TWITTY'S 
: VOL 


CONWAY TWITTY 
‘Greatest Hits Vol. 1’ 
IMCA 1473 


BOB WILLS 
‘The Best Of Bob Wills’ 
IMCA 153 
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CMRU EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 


@ |T was an emotional Reba McEntire who mounted 
the dais at the recent 21st annual Academy Of Country 
Music Awards show to receive the coveted ‘Female 
Vocalist’ accolade for the second year running. Co- 
hosting the awards’ show with fellow artistes John 
Schneider and Mac Davis, Ms McEntire momentarily 
shed her sophisticated garb as the warmth of the 
occasion took its personal toll. In others, one could be 
excused for viewing such a scene with more than a little 
scepticism, but Reba, despite the lofty heights she had 
attained latterly, has lost none of the unaffected charm 
and natural candour that originally endeared her to the 
country music world. 


@ A woman of stark contrasts, Reba possesses a 
strong will and gutsy, far sighted determination cleverly 
concealed under a captivating femininity and down to 
earth geniality. She is, in effect, the epitome of modern 
womanhood (self assured, appealing, forthright, 
provocative). Where Loretta Lynn once stood the male 
dominated country scene on its ear by singing songs of 
particular relevance to women, Reba McEntire now 
takes up the reins in slightly more aggressive fashion. 
‘In her day, Loretta told her man, ‘Don’t come home 
a-drinkin’ with lovin’ on your mind’ . . . well, today, I’m 
sayin’ don’t even think about comin’ home!’ 


@ In the ten year period she has been recording, 
Oklahoma born Reba has transcended from a gifted 
singer of unspectacular but pleasant pop country tunes 
to a powerfully emotive artiste of incredible vocal range. 
An authentically sincere and heartfelt delivery of 
contemporary songs, aimed squarely at the modern 
woman, has taken this genuine cowgirl straight into the 
hearts of thousands of country music fans worldwide. A 
vogue singer, she describes herself as being the 
women's champion of the eighties. 


@ ‘I'm trying to tear down a lot of fences to get more 
things said for the women in country music. That’s what 
my goalis. I'm trying to say things for the women that they 
probably couldn't say for themselves to their husbands’ 
or boyfriends’ faces, or even their bosses’ faces for that 
matter. They've wanted to say it, but I'm gonna say it for 
them, helpin’ them out and relieving a little tension and 
strain from their everyday lives.’ Bland sentiments that 
any professional artiste worth their salt is capable of 
expressing with adequate plausibility, but something in 
Ms McEntire's forthright and unequivocal manner lends 
credibility to her statement. 


@ Born in the tiny township of Chockie, Oklahoma in 
1955, Reba was the third child in a ranching family of 
proud rodeo heritage, a background which fashioned a 
resolute character well able to cope with the demands of 
modern stardom that past female stars have found 
personally exacting. 


@ Her father and grandfather were both World 
Champion Steer Ropers and, with her elder brother and 
sister, (Pake and Alice) and younger sister Suzie, Reba 
travelled the rigorous rodeo circuit as a child, learning the 
ropes the hard way. By the time she was eleven years 
old, Reba, following in the footsteps of countless rodeo 
daughters before her, was competing in the only 
women’s rodeo event on the circuit, barrel racing. She 
maintained her interest in barrel racing well into her 
teenage years, the skill and stamina needed for such 
competition no doubt contributing largely to the 
aggressively ambitious and determined trait that is a vital 
part of her character. 


@ As with most families, the extensive travelling 
involved in following the circuit forged close relationships 
and Reba’s family was no exception. As she, Alice, Suzie 
and Pake moved around from town to town with their 
parents, they would sing four part harmony in the family 
car, tutored by their mother whose strong musical 
inclinations were a prominent influence on the young 
Reba. Reba conserves and values those early ties even 
today. Brother Pake sings harmony on her albums and 
occasionally opens her shows, while sister Suzie 
handles much of the secretarial work. 


@ At school, Reba sang in school productions, choirs 
and graduations, eventually forming a band in High 
School with Pake and Suzie, an experience Reba later 
attributed as being a marvellous educational platform. 
In college, Reba, carrying on her family's noble 
tradition, naturally joined the rodeo team as well as 
undertaking more studious pursuits. But her mind was 
never far from music and, encouraged by her mother, 
she sang whenever and wherever she could. These 
days Reba asserts that her mother’s influence and love 
of music were the primary incentives that encouraged 
her to carve a musical career for herself and maintains 
that her mother’s moral support and advice proved 
invaluable in her personal evolvement as a country 
singer. 


@ ‘| don't think | would have liked singing as a career 
without Mama’s encouragement, | don’t think it would 
have been as much fun. She gave all of us a lot of love 
and support when we got discouraged and warmed us 
of all the pitfalls, to stay away from the people who are 
out for the dime and not for the career and to sing good 
songs, not ones that will influence people in the wrong 
way. She was just always there, encouraging us, 
keeping us at it and making it a lot of fun.’ 


@ \t was while she was at college at Southeastern 
State University in Oklahoma in 1974 that Reba was 
given the opportunity to sing the National Anthem each 
night at the National Rodeo Finals in Oklahoma City, an 
incident which led ultimately to a fortuitous meeting with 
country star Red Steagall, who was appearing there at 
the time. As the story goes, Reba met up with Steagall 
after the rodeo one night and performed a song for him 
which so impressed him that, although his own career 
was in difficulties at the time, he promised to help the 
talented youngster if he could. 


ARTISTE 


@ ‘My greatest wish is just to stay happy. We can really 
work everything out and do a lot of things if I’m happy, but 
if I'm miserable we're gonna stay at home. So the sky’s 
the limit just as long as I'm happy and I’m happy doing 
what I'm doing right now. | guess the best part about it is 
the increasing popularity and seeing things growing, 
that’s a good feeling! You know, you think that after 
you've won the awards, you're there. Well we're not. 
We're not even halfway there yet. | think of myself as a 
tomorrow person. | don’t stick with what goes on today, | 
just do detail work today and plan for tomorrow, so every 
little step that each day brings us takes us that bit further.’ 


PROFILE__- > "Si, 


REBA McENTIRE 


TALKS TO ‘CMRU’S IRENE PATERSON 


@ Steagall was true to his word and a few short months 
later, in January 1975, he called Reba’s home and 
asked if she could come to Nashville to record a demo 
tape. Originally, both Reba and her brother and sister 
were to have made that demo, but neither Pake nor 
Suzie showed any real desire to follow a musical path. 
So, in March 1975 Reba made the journey to Music City 
to record the solo demo that would eventually introduce 
the spunky Oklahoma ranch girl into the bustling music 
world. It took Steagall only a few months of dogged 
effort to finally interest producer Glenn Sutton in his 
protege and even less for him to persuade the bosses 
at Mercury/Polygram to sign her up, which they did in 
late 1975. 


@ The following year proved a vital one for Reba. Armed 
with a recording contract and studio time for a debut 
single, ‘| Don't Want To Be A One Night Stand’ (which 
made the US charts), she somehow found time to 
graduate from college and get married. She met 
husband Charlie Battles, a three times World Champion 
Bull Roper, through the rodeo circuit they both travelled 
and in Reba’s own words it was ‘love at first sight’. Their 
marriage in 1976 brought a stability into Reba’s life that 
stood her well through the trying years of establishing her 
identity in a business brimful of young hopefuls. Today, 
Charlie combines managing their successful cattle ranch 
in Stringtown, Oklahoma, with intermediating his wife’s 
business affairs and Reba is quick to credit her husband 
with providing oft needed incentives and distractions 
from her busy life. Their obvious mutual respect and love 
for one another and Reba’s transparent happiness in her 
marital status plays a vital part in her outlook on her life 
and music. 


@ |n 1977 Mercury released her debut album, ‘Reba 
McEntire’, a classy effort of typical country pop tunes 
chosen more for their chart appeal than as an indication 
of the lady’s deep country roots and preferences. The 
album did, however, fire enough interest in country 
circles to precipitate her September debut on the Grand 
Ole Opry. Five subsequent albums were released on 
the Mercury label, each one producing charted singles 
including ‘Sweet Dreams’, ‘Runaway Heart’, ‘(You Lift 
Me) Up To Heaven’, ‘| Can See Forever In Your Eyes’, 
and her first number one single in January 1983, ‘Can't 
Even Get The Blues’. 


@ 1983 proved an eventful one for Reba. Her star on 
the ascendant, she switched labels from Mercury to 
MCA Records in a deal where she was finally allowed 
more artistic freedom and, in the latter part of the year 
an unsuccessful nomination for ‘Female Vocalist’ from 
the CMA closed the year in prophetic style. Ms McEntire 
was finally on her way. 


@ Her first album release for MCA in 1984 ‘Just A Little 
Love From Reba McEntire’, received considerable 
critical acclaim and served as a timely showcase for the 
lady to emerge as the penetratingly emotive and utterly 
sincere country artiste she had the potential to develop 
into. 


@ Her second MCA offering, ‘My Kind Of Country’, 
continued the vocal artistry with producer Harold Shedd 
at the controls this time, taking over from Norro Wilson, 
who had been responsible for the first album. Reba’s 
personal preference for strong lyrical songs was keenly 
noticeable in an album which produced two number 
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one hits in ‘How Blue’ and the deeply moving 
‘Somebody Should Leave’, her own personal favourite 
of all the songs she's recorded. 


@ |n 1984 the CMA voted her ‘Female Vocalist Of The 
Year’, a title she currently holds, having retained it in 
1985 when she also won her first ACM Award and the 
Music City News fan orientated award for ‘Best Female 
Vocalist’. Membership of the Grand Ole Opry in 
November of last year, co-inciding with that institution’s 
60th birthday celebrations, culminated a fabulous year 
of personal and professional achievements. Her album 
release that year, ‘Have | Got A Deal For You’, marked 
yet another change in producer credit to top man Jimmy 
Bowen and still greater artistic freedom in the studio 
with her emergence as co-producer. The album 
spawned two highly placed chart singles in ‘Have | Got 
A Deal For You’ and the self penned ‘Only In My Mind’, 
a beautifully handled song of a man’s suspicions of his 
wife's infidelity and her own awareness of her extra 
marital needs. Reba seemed to embody the underlying 
turbulent emotions of every woman who has ever been 
in a similar situation and her sensitive interpretation 
lends sincerity and understanding. A song written by a 
woman and aimed solely at women, a market Reba 
further exploits on her current album ‘Whoever's In 
New England’. 


@ Released earlier this year and co-produced by Reba 
and Jimmy Bowen, ‘Whoever’s In New England’ is 
currently climbing both the singles and album charts and 
will no doubt emerge in the future as one of her most 
powerful offerings. With the quality of her recordings 
increasing with each new album, Reba’s quest for 
material that is both sensitive and contemporary leads 
her to explore fields of emotions that could be termed 
virgin territory, as in the stunningly heartwrenching ‘I’ve 
Seen Better Days’, from the pen of Red Lane and Danny 
Morrison. Reba pours both heart and soul into this 
moving tale of a woman's wistful reflections about her 
estranged husband and family, rescuing the concept 
from possible melancholia with a dignified and ardent 
rendering. 


@ The format is continued throughout the album, with 
the most spectacular results stemming from Reba’s 
potent performances on the ballads, ‘You Can Take The 
Wings Off Me’, ‘Don't Touch Me There’, ‘To Make That 
Same Mistake Again’ and the title track ‘Whoever’'s In 
New England’. She has a timeless, classic quality to her 
voice that adapts easily from stirring ballads to uptempo, 
less intense tunes and both styles are covered 
adequately here. Although she has been described as 
having a distinctly ‘country’ voice, she maintains she 
doesn't seek out ‘country’ songs specifically. ‘My kind of 
music is for the people who listen, it's their everyday lives 
and situations. It’s music they can relate to, so when I’m 
putting an album together | try to find the ten best songs | 
can possibly find, whether they're country, rock, pop or 
blues. Whatever they are doesn’t matter, when I sing ‘em 
they come out Reba McEntire. ‘Whoever’s In New 
England’ is a little more intimate, it has a more sad songs 
on it and it hits the heart a little harder, but it’s everyday 
life.’ 


® With the release of the single ‘Whoever's In New 
England’ came Reba’s first venture into the video 
market, a field of visual sales promotion that is 
becoming increasingly popular on the US country scene 
as more and more artistes wake up to the broad appeal 
and scope that videos offer. Reba is no exception to the 
lure. ‘| enjopy doing videos and | think they help promote 
country music a lot. | also think they help new artistes to 
be seen faster, reach a wider audience and be 
developed earlier. But, it’s like a lot of things, the good 
ones help and the bad ones hurt. We probably won't put 
out a video on every single, it'll depend largely on the 
song and if we think it’s a ‘video’ song. | don’t want to do 
just the singing type of video, | like them to have a 
concept.’ 


@ For her first music video effort, Reba showed the 
same enterprising qualities she displays in her choice of 
album material. Rather than sit back and be 
manoeuvred in the direction of the right people, she and 
manager Bill Carter took matters into their own hands 
and went to New York to sound out a company called 
‘Picturevision’. 


@ The ensuing collaboration with producer/director 
Jon Small and writer/director Jeff Shock (both of whom 
have worked on several rock and pop videos, including 
ones by Billy Joel), resulted in a stylish theme portrayal 
that highlighted Reba’s personal magnetism. Producer 
Jon Small was said to have been completely captivated 
by her sincerity and spontaneity, traits that Reba’s 
many fans were already very much aware of. 


@ With a brilliant future at her fingertips and the talent 
and character to bear the strain, Ms McEntire's place in 
country music history is secured alongside its greatest 
female stars, each one of whom has made appreciable 
indents upon the music as a whole. What will Reba 
McEntire's eventual contribution amount to? That largely 
depends on one’s own personal viewpoint, but for this 
writer, it would be that she brought honesty into a music 
in danger of drowning in false sincerity. Long may she 
continue the trend. 


rn 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JULY 1986 


CMRU WORDSEARCH 


compiled by Tony Anderson 


THIS month’s puzzle hides the identities of the composers of 
the songs listed below. Your problem is to locate them in the 
grid and then match them up against their respective 
compositions. Remember, it’s up, down, side to side either 
way, or diagonally up and down. 


As usual, the first correct entry pulled from our ‘Wordsearch 
Competition Mailbox’ (entries to reach our ‘CMRU’ offices by 
31st July), will receive an album of the Editor’s choice. 
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TENTH ANNUAL 
EDALE BLUEGRASS 
FESTIVAL 1986 


@ TO mark the passing of a decade of bluegrass 
music in the hills of Edale and to bring in the 
second, the Festival organisers, (led by Steve 
Read), had moved the Festival centre from the 
Village Hall to hill farmer Derek Sowerby’s Nether 
Ollerbrook Farm, situated about one mile from 
Edale Village Centre. 


@ Farmer Sowerby had a lot to offer at his ‘venue’. 
His barn was over twice the size of the Village Hall 
and there was ‘on site’ camping and car parking, 
plus a shop, sheltered dining areas providing 
farmhouse food, a beer shippan, mobile toilets and 
plenty of controlled open space from which to set up 
the host of impromptu picking sessions, long a 
hallmark of Edale Bluegrass Festivals. 


@ Steve and his fellow organisers, who never 
intended that this Festival would grow to a point of 
uncontrolability (and in doing so lose its identity), but 
such has been the success, plus the fact that 
bluegrass in Britain is still producing an ever 
increasing following of musicians and fans. The 
decision to take up Farmer Sowerby’s offer proved to 
be a good one. 


@ The Edale Festival is not really designed to be 
concert style, it’s more of a holiday weekend for 
musicians and fans to get together. They indulge 
themselves in a weekend of practically non-stop 
bluegrass and acoustic music, whilst also enjoying 
the merits of social intercourse stimulated by their 
favourite music, with numerous jam sessions, 
workshops, musical ‘contests’, plus a Sunday 
afternoon Gospel Show and of course, the three 
major shows. 
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@ The weekend's programme as usual reads like a 
‘who’s who’ of British bluegrass music, plus the 
addition of the Grant Street String Band from 
California as bill toppers for every concert (and they 
jammed at every opportunity). The British 
contingent included the Tom Travis Bluegrass Band, 
Strange Relations, Jalapeno Pickers, Double Eagle 
Bluegrass Band, Rocky Island Boys, Thrift Brothers, 
Rainy City Bluegrass Boys, Bluegrass Ramblers, 
Down County Boys, Acme Country Band, Chevin 
Ramblers, Runaway String Band, Sound In Mind, 
Fingers And Co., Country Grass and Free Mexican 
Airforce. The MC duties were conducted by Bev 
Williams, Tom Travis and John Bennett. ‘CMRU’s 
own butterfly Eve Morris took charge of the door and 
merchandising. Chris Morton held a guitar 
workshop, while Bill Foster conducted similar banjo 
activities and Laurie Lewis handled the fiddle 
workshop. Steve Waller from Oregan was booked for 
a mandolin special. 


@ The music rang around the scenic Edale valley 
all weekend, almost as though trapped by the low 
cloud which shrouded the High Peaks of the Pennine 
Chain without dampening the spirit of gathered 
enthusiasts or Steve Read and his hard working 
team. 


@ The Tenth Edale Bluegrass Festival was clearly a 
huge success with a record gate and there’s great 
promise for the future of this Festival in the hills. Itis 
unquestionably still Britain’s premier bluegrass 


festival. 
Brian Ahern. 


The songs you need the composers for 
are as follows:- 


1. Last Cheater’s Waltz 
2. No Charge 
3. Elvira 
4. Gentle On My Mind 
5. Honey Come Back 
6. Seven Bridges Road 
7. Heartbroke 
8. Once A Day 
9. Here | Am Again 
10. '57 Chevrolet 
11. Coot Marseilles Blues 
12. Four In The Morning 
13. Roots Of My Raising 
14. Joshua 
15. Break My Mind 
16. City Of New Orleans 
17. Yesterday's Wine 
18. She's Not You 
19. Queen Of Hearts 
20. Sunday Morning Coming Down 
21. Cattle Call 
22. Lost Highway 
23. Mr Bojangles 
24. Behind Closed Doors 
25. Down In The Boondocks 
26. Step Aside 
27. Reason To Believe 
28. Daytime Friends 
29. Blue Blue Day 
30. The Gambler 
31. Miracles 
32. It Must Be Love 
33. Tumbling Tumbleweeds 
34. I'm Living In Two Worlds 
35. Long Long Texas Road 
36. Honky Tonk Heroes 
37. Mountain Music 
38. Millers Cave 
39. Afternoon Delight 
40. Carroll County Accident 
41. Roly Poly 
42. Country Bumpkin 
43. Rhinestone Cowboy 
44. Big Beaver 
45. Roanoke 
46. In The Ghetto 
47. Last Round Up 


WORDSEARCH 
WINNER 


@ The winning entry for our ‘May 
Wordsearch Competition’ came from 
CRHHall 

36 Beambridge, Basildon, Essex, 

who wins an album of the Editor's choice. 


For those of you who like to keep score, 
here are the answers to the May quiz. 


1. Uncle Dave Macon 
2. Junior Samples 
3. Johnny Paycheck 
4. Dorothy Shay 
5. Whitey Ford 
6. Billy Walker 
7. Jimmie Rodgers 
8. Luther Ossenbrink 
9. Eddy Arnold 
10. David Allan Coe 
11. Pete Kirby 
12. Wilf Carter 
13. James Summey 
14. Bill Anderson 
15. Hank Snow 
16. Hank Williams Jnr 
17. Faron Young 
18. De Ford Bailey 
19. Porter Wagoner 
20. Ernest Tubb 
21. John Sullivan 
22. Red Sovine 
23. Rollin’ Sullivan 
24. Brenda Lee 
25. Bill Browder 
26. Roy Rogers 
27. Charlie Rich 
28. Ray Price 
29. Loretta Lynn 
30. Buck Owens 
31. Kenny Price 
32. Goebel Reeves 
33. Carson J Robinson 
34. Carl T Hague 
35. Robert Lunn 
36. Zeke Clements 
37. Rosalie Allen 
38. Rex Allen 
39. Claude Gray 
40. James O’Gwynn 
41. Jerry Wallace 
42. Rosa Lee Carson 
43. George D Hay 
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DREW TAYLOR’S 


JEAN , BILLY 
SHEPARD WALKER 
SPECIAL GUEST KO KO 


THE SINGING COUNTRY CLOWN 
(Rusty Adams) and 


THE SECOND FIDDLES 


AUGUST 1986 


30th Pavilion Bournemouth 
31st Spa Centre, Leamington Spa 


SEPTEMBER 1986 


Ist TBA 

2nd Pavilion, Glasgow 

3rd Town Hall, Falkirk 

4th Brunton Hall, Musselburgh, 

Nr Edinburgh 

5th Lerwick, Shetland 
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MCA MEANS MORE COUNTRY ACTION 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JULY 1986 


THE CMA’s 1986 push to establish country music in the UK is well under way, but whether this impetus will be 
sustained is questionable. One label that appears to be taking the campaign seriously is MCA, whose output 
of country material over the last couple of months is little short of amazing. Let’s take a look at some of the 


albums on offer. 


@ Firstly, in the new Dot Budget series, ‘George 
Hamilton IV’ (MCF 3314), sees George with his feet 
firmly in the eighties, no doubt largely due to the 
influence of ace producer Billy Strange. Strange has 
surrounded Hamilton with excellent pickers, re- 
arranged some of the old hits and added a sprinkling of 
new songs and songs new to George. Thus we find 
‘Abilene’, ‘Break My Mind’ and ‘Cornbread, Beans And 
Sweet Potato Pie’ given a slightly more up-tempo 
treatment. ‘Forever Young’ is enhanced by a searing 
guitar solo and ‘Early Morning Rain’ is blessed by Terry 
McMillan’s bluesy harp. ‘Good Ole Boys Like Me’ 
compares well with Don Williams’ original, whilst “Til | 
Gain Control Again’ is given just a fraction more speed. 
The new songs are all slightly folksy heart ballads. The 
extremely beautiful ‘You’re The Best Thing’, penned by 
Judy Mehaffey, gains my approval as best song, closely 
followed by Charlie Landsborough's ‘I Will Love You All 
My Life’ (great to see another British writer on an 
American album) and Bob  Ruzicka’s ‘Can't 
Remember, Can't Forget’. 

Everything about this album is first class and | can see 
the very amiable George making even more new fans 
with this one. 


, 


@ iif Billy Strange has rejuvenated the career of George 
Hamilton IV, then he’s certainly done more of the same 
for an old rockabilly hero Carl Perkins (MCF 3315). The 
old hits, ‘Matchbox’ and ‘Honey Don't’ are given a fuller, 
richer flavour which | find preferable to the original (or am 
| getting old)? Apart from a bluesy version of ‘Green 
Green Grass Of Home’ and an admirable cover of John 
Anderson's ‘Swingin’, all the songs were penned by Carl 
and his boys. The album aims for variety in styles and 
sounds and succeeds. ‘If | Had ‘A Known’ is a self 
recriminating ditty, ‘Texas Women’ is western swing and 
‘Signs’ is a slice of honky tonk. ‘Back Together’ is a heart 
ballad, ‘Big Iron Horse’ raises the tempo and, finally, 
‘The Song’ extols the virtues of the anthem ‘America’. 
Solid material, quality production, and excellent 
musicianship, should ensure Carl a whole new following. 


@ ‘Sweet Dreams’ (MCG 6003) is a movie soundtrack. | 
really couldnt’ understand why a movie was made of the 
life of Patsy Cline, who lived only thirty years before she 
was tragically killed in an air crash, and her real singing 
career spanned only six years. However, it is not the 
movie, but the soundtrack we are interested in just now. 


A DOLLY 
CHRISTMAS 


@ DOLLY Parton will star in an 
ABC-TV film, ‘A Dolly Christmas’, 
according to network sources. The 
film will include Dolly fleeing from 
Beverly Hills to her native Great 
Smokey Mountains in retreat from 
her career pressures and there 
finding seven ‘orphans on the run 
from adults who intend to separate 
them.’ Dolly will also serve as 
executive producer of the project. 


@ Barbara Mandrell recently 
completed a new ‘welcome video’ 
for ‘Barbara Mandrell Country’, 
her memorabilia collection and 
giftshop on Music Row. The video 
was shot by Nashville-based 
‘Scene Three’. 


@ Crystal Gayle, John Anderson, 
Alabama and Sam and Kirk 
McGee, were inducted into the 
Country Music Hall Of Fame and 
Museum's ‘Walkway Of The Stars’ 
during Fan Fair Week. 


GYPSY 
LATEST 


RICKY SKAGGS’ 
‘HIT IT BOYS’ 


‘Sweet Dreams’ offers a dozen Patsy Cline tracks, seven 
of them given brand new backings, displaying just how 
timeless Patsy's voice is. Hits included are:- ‘Walking 
After Midnight’, the very first and a million seller back in 
1957, and both Patsy’s number ones, ‘I Fall To Pieces’ 
(1961) and ‘She’s Got You’ (1962). Also on the album 
are top tenners ‘Crazy’ (1961) and ‘Sweet Dreams’, her 
last, from 1963. 


Other tracks are:- San Antonio Rose; Seven Lonely 
Days; Your Cheatin’ Heart; Lovesick Blues; Foolin’ 
Around; Half As Much; Blue Moon Of Kentucky. Quite a 
number of cheating songs there, but then the movie does 
place quite an emphasis on Patsy’s marital problems. 
Producer Owen Bradley (Patsy's original producer) has 
done one hell of a job here. 


@ Boxcar Willie (MCF 3309) provides ten new and 
original songs and opens with a tremendous piece, on 
which Boxie, with a little help from Willie Nelson, 
explains how Wilf Carter, Roy Acuff, Hank Thompson 
and Kitty Wells all had hits based on one tune, ‘The 
Great Speckled Bird’. Naturally enough, the piece is 
called ‘Song Of Songs’. 


@ On this album, Boxie also shows that the hobo is not 
always the footloose, fancy free character we have all 
come to know. There is a more serious side. ‘Gypsy 
Lady And The Hobo’ shows that even travellers have 
affairs of the heart, whilst ‘Boxcar’s My Home’, a duet 
with Willie Nelson, highlights the loneliness of hobo’s 
life and ‘Hobo Heaven’ has the subject yearning for a 
better life. But they haven't completely forgotten those 
train songs. ‘Big Freight Train Carry Me Home’, 
complete with whistle, portrays the thoughts of a 
migrant labourer. ‘Dreary Day’ really does conjure up 
the boredom Boxie must be feeling and ‘Ain't Gonna Be 
Your Day’ is one we can all relate to, for we've all had 
these days. ‘Honey | Love You’ is a tender heart ballad, 
‘Cheating Wife’ is a conscience song with a difference 
and ‘My Heart’s Deep In The Heart Of Texas’ is a 
western swing tribute to Bob Wills. The pickers are 
Boxcar’s own Texas Trainmen, augmented by a few 
sessioneers and the whole thing was recorded at Willie 
Nelson’s Pedernales Studio in Austin. 


@ Since George Strait burst upon the country scene 
some five years ago he’s enjoyed thirteen chart singles, 
(five making number one), three number one rated 
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Ralph Stanley, Loretta Lynn, Peter 
Rowan, Roger Cook and the Mayor 
of Nashville. ‘Hit It Boys’ will be a 
BBC Manchester production. More 
details soon. 


@ ESSEX based band Gypsy have 
recently announced the addition of 
steel guitarist Dave Hartley to their 
line-up. Dave, formerly with the 
band Silver Ace, augmented 
Gypsy’s sound when they backed 
American Rex Allen Jnr. at 
Wembley this year. 


@ RICKY Skaggs will be the 
presenter of ‘Hit It Boys’, a special 
BBC Radio Two series starting on 
Thursday 10th July at 9pm and 
running weekly until 7th August. 
Producer Nick Barroclough was in 
Nashville during May recording 
the series, which will include 
contributions from Bill Monroe, 


@ Meanwhile, Skaggs has a new 
British single release, ‘Cajun 
Moon’, a former American number 
one, flipped with ‘Rockin’ The 
Boat’. Both tracks are off the ‘Live 
In London’ album. There's also a 
new Skaggs studio album due in 
September. 


albums and has been awarded two gold albums. Quite 
a formidable record you'll agree. George Strait never 
records trite, throwaway songs, only numbers 
containing intelligent lyrics and hard country tunes. 
Strait is a classic country singer whose product is 
hallmarked quality and ‘Something Special’ (MCF 
3306) presents its case totally. The play on words on 
‘You Sure Got This Ol’ Redneck Feelin’ Blue’ and 
‘Lefty’s Gone’ is pure magic. And who could build a 
definitive heart ballad around a piece of furniture? Well, 
award winning writers Dean Dillon and Hank Cochran 
did when they penned ‘The Chair’, but it takes the 
immaculate vocals of George Strait to make one of the 
best country songs of the eighties so far. 


@ Strait doesn't just sing heart ballads, he handles 
western swing like a past master. ‘Last Time The First 
Time’, ‘In Too Deep’ and particularly the mind-blowing 
‘Dance Time In Texas’ all display Strait’s versatility. 
The other great tracks on this exceptional album are, 
‘You're Something Special To Me’, ‘Haven't You 
Heard’, ‘Blue Is Not A Word’ and ‘I’ve Seen That Look 
On Me’. 


BOOK REVIEW 


University Of Texas Press 
ISBN 0 292 71095 X 


COUNTRY MUSIC i 


USA BY BILL C 
MALONE 


@ ‘COUNTRY Music USA’ was 
first published back in 1968 with 
some 422 pages. Since then, 
country music has changed and 
expanded, so this new, revised 
and enlarged edition (562 pages) 
makes for a very welcome update 
of what must be one of the most 
important and informative books 
ever written on this subject. 


(B) 


lined 


(C) 


@ This volume covers country SLEEVELESS DRESS \ 
music right from its folk roots, Elasticated top with shoulder 

through hillbilly and the straps. Fringed top and bottom 

depression covering the cowboy Pe j 

image and western influence to ONSET MON DOR (B) 


the expansion of the music caused 
by the Second World War and the 
resultant boom period of 1946 to 
1953. 


(D) 


@ Although the first issue has 
been completely revised, the most 
important changes are with the 
sections covering the 
development of country pop, the 
re-invigoration of modern country 
music and country music 1972- 


ut on skirt 


(F) 


@ Being an imported book, it is 

going to be a trifle expensive, but it 
'” really is an essential volume for 

anyone with a serious interest in 


country music and one that! can’t LONG LENGTH TOP 
recommend enough. Four concho fastening, six gored 
skirt. Fully lined 
@ Along with all the information, 
there are some interesting COLOURS AVAILABLE 
photographs, including the old and Black, Navy, Pale Blue, Cerise, 
new look Willie Nelson, Cash, Mink, Brown, Tan. 
Waylon, Kristofferson and Gatlin 
performing together, as well as Names... osc eee See. Seah See a Soe ae 
lesser knowns like Kenneth AGOIGSS 02); caQleeiee eileen. owcinen Cee 


Threadgill or Floyd Tillman. 


@ Author Bill C Malone states that 
this book is the result of twenty- 
three years of research, much 
travel and lots of picking and 
singing. What he doesn't state is 
that it was obviously a labour of 
love, a fact that is reflected in the 
final product. 
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@ Now that | have whetted your 
appetite, you will want to know 
where to obtain it. A telephone call 
to (0503) 20246 might help, but the 
hard back version costs a 
whacking £24.95. The soft cover is 
a more modest £13.95 (both plus 
postage), but regardless of which 
edition you buy, it’s still excellent 
value. 


Clive Wynes. 
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THE INDIAN RANGE 


All at £34.00 inc. P & P 


UNISEX FRONTIER SHIRT 
Frontier type shirt, lace front 


N 
fastening. Fringed yoke sleeve en \ 
tops and arched bottom f 5 
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8 GORED SKIRT 
Fringed bottom. Waist coat has 


fringed yokes and bottom. Fully 
ta 
| . 


FRINGED SLEEVES AND SKIRT 
BOTTOM, LACED FRONT 


Can be worn with or without belt 4 rH; 
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STRAIGHT LINE LACED FRONT 
Fringed sleeves and arched inset 


A.B.C.D.E.F. Tick 
Decorated coloured beads. 


Cheques & POs made out to Marlin. 
Send to The Willows, Dodds Road, 
Attleborough, Norfolk, NR17 2HH. 


@ ‘Seasons’ (MCF 3307) by the Oak Ridge Boys, had 
the unusual distinction of being released in Britain 
before its launch in the States, at New York’s Radio City 
Music Hall. The release preceded a ninety-eight city 
tour in America. 


@ The album itself is a little unusual in that all the group 
members, Duane Allen, Joe Bonsall, William Lee 
Golden and Richard Sterban, get a crack at lead vocals. 
The songs are totally contemporary, emanating from 
the pens of some of today’s finest writers, Jimbeau 
Hinson, Charlie Black, John and Johanna Hall, Tommy 
Rocco and Ray Stevens. The overall sound is polished, 
smooth as silk and aimed at a crossover market, with an 
emphasis on big band arrangements and harmonies 
that should please even fans of the Commodores. 

The tracks are;- Seasons; What Are You Doing In My 
Dream; Bedtime; Hidin’ Place; Don’t Break The Code; 
Juliet; You Made A Rock Of A Rolling Stone; Take A 
Step; What You Do To Me; Everybody Wins. 


Pete Smith. 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JULY 1986 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all 
Cancerians and Leos, 
including: - 


(2nd) Marvin Rainwater 

(3rd) Johnny Lee 

(4th) Ray Pillow 

(5th) Bobby Thompson 

(6th) Rik Elswit (of Dr Hook) 

and Jeannie Seely 

Charlie Louvin & Doyle Wilburn 
Jai Johanny Johanson (of the 


(7th) 
(8th) 


BY PETE SMITH 


@ IT seems that Neil Young’s excellent ‘Old Ways’ (my 
album of 1985), was a one off. His new album, currently 
being recorded in LA, is a real rocker, produced by Danny 
Kortchmar. We hear Young is also currently suing the State 
.of California for half a million dollars for improper taxation 
at the beginning of the seventies... Speaking of West 
Coast musicians, Waddy Wachtel and Rick Marotta, 
(formerly of the Linda Ronstadt Band) are working with rock 
star Stevie Nicks. Meanwhile, the lovely Linda Ronstadt 
continues her bid to become the new Billie Holliday, with a 
third album of pop standards entitled ‘For Sentimental 
Reasons’. All three albums will be released as a boxed set 
this Christmas. 


@ |s it really true that, at a recent holiday camp festival, a 
baseball capped Bob McKinlay was mistaken for Warren 
Reeves’ bus driver? . . . Did you know that Pete Jones, the 
Rotherham based singer, has been collecting for the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society at all his gigs and will be staging 
a concert on their behalf, featuring Stone Creek and the Pete 
Jones Outfit, at the Beeches, Brinsworth, Nr. Sheffield, on 
16th July. Pete hopes the concert will raise £500 plus. Good 
luck mate. For those of you who haven't seen the Pete Jones 
Outfit for some time, you could be in for a treat, as his band 
now features Jean Paul, lead guitarist and ace fiddler, 
formerly with the Free Mexican Airforce. 


@ The fastest moving band in British country music must be 
Firewater, the Essex based four piece. Following closely on 
the heels of the critically acclaimed album ‘Brand New 
Vintage’ (Sundown), comes news of interest by other major 
labels and the possibility of a top management deal. 
Exciting though all this attention is, leader Jim Nichols 
keeps his feet firmly planted on the ground and refuses to be 
rushed into any decisions. Meanwhile, Firewater’s bassist 
Steve Gee is hospitalised and has been replaced by Chris 
Hunt, a star pupil of Nichols. Get well soon Steve. 


@ Inanage of economic restraint when bands are trimming 
down to quartets or trios and some lead singers are even 
going solo, it comes as a great surprise to hear of a new band 
that are a nine piece. Yes, there are nine of them in 
Nottingham’s the Bestwoods, namely Maria, Anne and Phil 
(percussions, vocals), Tass and Sean (guitars, banjo, vocals), 
lan (harp, vocals), Martin (accordion), John (bass) and Will 
(drums). Judging from the tape | was sent, the Bestwoods 
play old favourites in happy-go-lucky style. Infectious! 


@ The Nightingales are a new name to me, so | was very 
interested to know how their new album ‘In The Good Old 
Country Way’ (Vindallo) sounded. | suppose this five piece 
are good musicians, though | can’t say for certain, for | didn’t 
understand the album. The song titles have nothing to do with 


country, neither does the instrumental line-up. And there’s 
not a country sound on the album. So why is it called ‘In The 
Good Old Country Way’? Maybe because albums such as this 
are in the way of country’s mass acceptance in the UK. 


@ Rockabilly seems to be in for its biennial revival, with a 
half dozen albums received so far. ‘Hillbilly Hop’ (Charly), a 
sixteen tracker, features ten artistes spanning the years 1950 
to 1958. Strictly speaking, not all the tracks are pure 
rockabilly, more country boogie, but infinitely enjoyable 
nevertheless. Arlie Duff, Jack Bradshaw, T Texas Tyler, Red 
Foley, Justin Tubb, Autry Inman, Lonnie Glosson, Wayne 
Raney, Grandpa Jones and Lawton Williams are the featured 
artistes on this one. 


@ Wayne Raney is the subject of the excellent ‘Real Hot 
Boogie’ (Charly). Here the sixteen tracks are culled from the 
period 1947 to 1955 and most feature the legendary Delmore 
Brothers, Alton and Rabon... Jack Scott gains a double 
album release with the thirty-six track, ‘Grizzly Bear’ 
(Charly). The collection covers a fair portion of Scott's career, : 
featuring such songs as ‘Two Timin’ Woman’, ‘Good Deal 
Lucille’, ‘Burning Bridges’, ‘My Dream Came True’, ‘Sad 
Story’ and ‘Green Green Valley’. 


(9th) 


@ Also represented by a double album is Wanda Jackson 
with ‘Let’s Have A Party’ (Charly), a great collection of songs 
from the years 1956 to 1963. Of special interest to stone 
country fans will be some of the sessioneers, like Joe 
Maphis, Buck Owens, Speedy West and Skeets McDonald, 
on ‘I Gotta Know’, ‘Honey Bop’, ‘Hot Dog That Made Him 
Mad’ and ‘Baby Loves Him’. Merle Travis appears on 
‘Fujiyama Mama’, ‘Just A Queen For A Day’ (both also 
feature Ralph Mooney), ‘Let Me Explain’ and ‘Cool Love’. 
Roy Clark picks a mean guitar on ‘There's A Party Goin’ On’, 
‘Man We Had A Party’, ‘You Bug Me Bad’, ‘Who Shot Sam’, 
‘Tongue Tied’, ‘Sparklin’ Brown Eyes’, ‘Lost Weekend’, 
‘Brown Eyed Handsome Man’, ‘It Doesn't Matter Anymore’, 
‘Hard Headed Woman’, ‘Slippin’ And Slidin’, ‘Riot In Cell 
Block No.9’, ‘Bye Bye Baby’ and ‘Right Or Wrong’. 


@ Finally, Sanford Clark, the man who carved out a 
reasonable career on the strength of ‘The Fool’, has 
released two volumes of ‘Rockin’ And Rollin’ (Bear Family). 
This pair contain Clark's entire recordings for the Dot and 
Jamie labels, with four tracks by ace guitarist Al Casey 
thrown in as a bonus. Actually, Casey featured on just about 
every one of Clark's recordings, so he doesn’t seem to be 
out of place. Amongst the tracks, which include, ‘The Fool’, 


Allman Brothers) & Link Davis 
Bernie Leadon (of the Eagles), 
Eddie Dean, Molly 0’Day 

& Jesse McReynolds 


(10th) Arlo Guthrie 

(11th) Bobby G Rice & Commander Cody 

(12th) Steve Young & Butch Hancock 

(13th) Roger McGuinn (of the Byrds) & 
Louise Mandrell 

(14th) Del Reeves 

(15th) Linda Ronstadt 

(18th) Dallas Harms & Ricky Skaggs 

(19th) George Hamilton IV & Sue Thompson 

(20th) Sleepy Labeef & T G Sheppard 

(22nd) Don Henley (of the Eagles) 

(23rd) Tony Joe White 

(27th) Bobbie Gentry 

(28th) George Cummings (of Dr Hook) 

(31st) Bonnie Brown (of the Browns) 


‘Run Boy Run’ and ‘New Kind Of Fool’, are one or two 
previously unreleased cuts. So, rockabilly fans can feel well 
pleased with this lot. 


@ A couple of singles to bring to your attention. Mark 
Moseley ‘Willie You're A Legend’ (Mosrite) comes up with 
the best tribute to Willie Nelson I've heard to date. A fine song 
with excellent instrumental support behind Mark’s strong 
vocal, make this one a winner. Crisp production by Gary S 
Paxton. 


@ Caglow Mac are an American trio currently based in 
Britain. | first came across them as a duo some years ago, 
with a fine novelty number ‘Shower Singer’s Hall Of Fame’ 
and imagine my surprise when | bumped into Mac at the 
Wembley Festival. | was then presented with a single, ‘The 
Star Of The Bar’, which, though | enjoyed, | couldn’t muster 
the strength to rave about. However, the newie, ‘Sheer 
Delight’ (Medical Records) is extremely infectious and has a 
quality, that grows on you. Caglow Mac are Mac and Kitty 
Willow from Virginia and Mary Clark from Dallas, Texas. 


@ That's it for this month. ‘Til next, remember, there are 
stars in the Southern sky. 
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COUNTRY QUESTIONS 


CIANSWERED BY PETE SMITH AND FRIENDS 


@ Avery lean postbag this month, 
courtesy of the postal workers’ 
actions, means a shorter than usual 
questions column. 


Ps Mr and Mrs D Joy of Selby are a 
little confused by the numbers 
given for the MCA Boxcar Willie 
album, having tried all three numbers 
given, without success. They would 
also like details of any upcoming tours 
by Boxie? 


MCA/Dot 39052 is the 

American release number. 
The British number is MCF 3309 if 
you require the album, or MCFC 
3309 if you prefer cassette. There 
is no earthly reason why any record 
store cannot obtain the album. 
As for the tours, at the time of 
writing we don’t have details of firm 
dates, but keep scanning our 
Pages during the next couple of 
months. Who knows, perhaps the 
tour promoter will advertise them!! 


ee John M Cooper of Suffolk 
appreciates some information we 
gave him about Linda Ronstadt (see 
‘Rock Pile’ John) and asks if we know 
anything about Jamie Dallas, who 
appeared on the 1983 compilation ‘16 
Country Smash Hits, Vol.2’ (Look Back 
Records), singing ‘Banks Of The Ohio’? 


CJ I'm sorry, John, but | can find 
no information at all on this lady. 
Maybe my friends out there can 
help? 


@ My eternal gratitude goes to Jim 
Reynolds of Dunleer, Eire. Jim has 
answered a question that has been 
with us since | took over the column 
some years ago. It seems that the 
song containing the line, 
‘Compared to Loretta Lynn I’m acity 
slicker’, comes from ‘Countrified’, 
recorded by Ray Pillow. Once 
again, thanks a million, Jim. 


@ MrAJ Morrison appreciated our 
help in trying to find a copy of Susan 
McCann's ‘Are There Any Cowboys 
Left In The USA’ and asks that | 
pass on his thanks to all my 
colleagues for ‘putting out a great 
paper.’ Much appreciated A J! 


@ KJ Sage has followed with 
interest our various questions about 
Kris Kristofferson and tells me that 
the British Fan Club is situated at 
‘Pinetops’, 203 Finchampstead 
Road, Wokingham, Berkshire. The 
club publishes a quarterly 
magazine, keeping fans bang up to 
date. 

@ We are still looking for the song 
that runs ‘I’m the son of a sailor and 
the sea’s in my blood’. 

Current information is required on 
Paula Kelly, Dianne Pfeifer, Rose 
Brennan and Sue Terry. 

Finally, does anyone know the 
origins of the Waylon and Willie 
album, ‘18 Golden Hits’? 


—‘Compared to Loretta Lynn 


fe 


I'mactty slicker’, Ray Pillow. 
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THE MONTH 
PRIZE 


Each month now we 
shall be sending a new 
country single to the 
letter which the Editors 
consider to be the most 
interesting reading for 
whatever reason. 


It can be funny, 
sad, irate, 
complimentary, 
or anything else. 


If you need a reply send 
a SAE to the Editors, 


‘Country Music Round Up’. 
286/287 High Street. 
(Upper Precinct), 
Lincoln. LN2 1AL, 
England. 


Please 


KEEP letters short. 
Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 


ARE YOUA 
SUBSCRIBER? 


wee Kkk ek 


COUNTRY 
MUSIC 


ROUND UP 


can be delivered 
with your mail. on or 
about the 1st of every month. 


Annual Rates 


BRITISH ISLES . . . £10.00 
EUROPE... £11.50 


AMERICA/CANADA 
(Air Mail) . . . £14.00 (Sterling) 


Send your name and address 
together with cheque/P.O. payable to: 


Country Music Hound Up 
Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 

(Upper Precinct) 
Lincoln. LN2 1AL. England 


The Editor 0 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


Dear Editors 


As acountry music fan | get your 
paper regularly and do not 
understand why there’s no review 
(proper) of the Pontin’s Ainsdale 
Festival 


The day was a most enjoyable 
success. Of all the hard working 
acts, my accolade of the day went 
to the Spill The Beans Trio, who 
received the standing ovation they 
thoroughly deserved. 


| was disappointed to find that an 
event of this size and success was 
given no coverage in your paper. It 
was the first thing | looked for. 


Yours sincerely 

V Smith 

7 Sherwood Place 
West View, Hartlepool. 


Eds: No special reason. Sorry we missed out 
On a good show, but even ‘CMRU' has its 
limits, though we do try to cover the whole of 
the ‘Country’! 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


I'm sure there are lots of lonely 
country music fans who are looking 
for friends. | think it would be a good 
idea to have a pen pal column. 


| live in South Yorkshire and would 
like to meet other country music 
fans in the same area for 
friendships and outings, preferably 
with a car, single and anon 
smoker, 

Many thanks 

Christine Lawson 

20 Byron Road, Maltby 

Nr. Rotherham 


Eds: OK! We will see what we can do. 
Meantime, hope you get plenty of replies! 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


| enjoyed especially this month the 
article on Davie Duff and really feel 
for him, but admire his courage. 
Thanks to Irene Paterson fora 
great article. 

| also agree with Mick Green about 
air-time and hope all your readers 
will write a protest about the way 
country music does not get enough 
time. | have done. 


While | agree that the format of 
‘Country Club’ may need changing, 
| do not think Neil Coppendale 
would do ‘magic wonders’ like 
Wally and Colin have, but I do wish 
they wouldn't play so much pop! 


| totally disagree with Pam Takhar 
about the Osmonds. | agree the 
pop fans may learn about country 
through some singers, but they will 
hardly learn anything about country 
from the Osmonds, as they have 
never sung country music! 


| like a lot of the new acts, such as 
Johnny Rodriguez, George Strait 
and Ricky Skaggs. Now, they are 
country! If the Osmonds are here to 
stay, | would suggest they appear at 
pop concerts, so the space can be 
taken up by country acts. Country 
fans intend to stay country, 
welcoming new country, but 
keeping it country. Well, this one 
does anyway. There are more like 
me than Pam Takhar. 


Yours faithfully 

Lyn Heaney 

21 Great Stone Road 
Northfield, Birmingham 31. 


Dear Editors 


When you printed my last letter, in 
April, defending the Osmonds and 
Marie Osmond’s right as country 
stars, | had some really horried 
replies in the May issue. | would just 
like to know something. 

If the Osmonds have no right to be 
at a country festival, even if they are 
country, (which they are, and here 
to stay), can someone please tell 
me, what are Chas & Dave doing as 
top of the bill at Peterborough on the 
Saturday afternoon. | always 
thought they were sing-along pub 
entertainers. Don’t get me wrong, | 
quite like them, but | wouldn’t have 
put them down as country singers. 


If Chas & Dave are welcomed at a 
country festival, then so should the 
Osmonds be. After all, since the 
Osmonds came on to the country 
scene, they have brought new 
people in to watch the other stars as 
well. | would just like to say that |, 
like Pam Takhar and Karen Healey 


(May and June letters), have really 
grown to love country music of all 
kinds and ‘Country Music Round 
Up’ should thank the Osmonds as 
well for all the extra copies they are 
now selling. 


Jill Panebianco 
56 Sentinal Road 
West Hunsbury 
Northampton. 


PS. Could you please print some 
info on Dan Seals? He has a super 
voice. | really love ‘Meet Me In 
Montana’, which he sings with 
Marie Osmond. 


Eds: Thanks Jill. We really needed the extra 
delivery from the GPO that this letter's going 
to bring. 


Dear Editors 


Your recently printed letter 
regarding the club for fans of the 
Everly Brothers has deliberately 
misled some people. 


What was omitted was that, from 
around 1972-1973, the only official 
club for Don and Phil has been run 
from my address, along with Sue 
Goodwin, Padova, 3 Everest Close, 
Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 4DY and we 
Still continue today, with Don and 
Phil's approval. 


We cannot deny the re-emergence 
of the old club but we feel, in our 
defence, we must point out that our 
club is still going stronger than ever 
and will continue to do so for a long 
time in the future. 


Perhaps the inclusion in your letters 
page of our addresses would help 
people make up their own minds 
who they want to join. 


Yours sincerely 

Laura Williams, (Co-President) 
Everly Brothers International 
15 Drygrounds Lane, Felpham 
Bognor Regis, Sussex. 


| | | | 


Dear Editors 


| feel | must write and tell you how 
much | enjoyed the recent Channel 
4 Television series ‘Down Home’, 
which | first read about in your 
March issue. 


Although it wasn't all country music, 
a lot of it was and most of it was 
fiddle music, which is always 
popular with country fans. It was 
well put together,well narrated and 
Aly Bain's chats with the artistes 
were very interesting and 
entertaining. It was fascinating to 
see ninety-four year old Elizabeth 
Cotton playing the guitar and banjo 
as well as singing. It was nice to see 
the likes of Bill Monroe, Bill Neely, 
Jean Ritchie, Mike Seeger and the 
late Tommy Jarrell among others. 
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But it wasn't all old timers. It was 
bang up to date. with Peter Rowan. 
Mark O'Connor. Johnny Gimble 
and Alvin Crow. Admittedly the 
music from Cape Breton. Quebec 
and Shetland wasn’t country, but 
you could see the connection and it 
was very well played. The 
difference between Tommy Jarrell 
and Bill Monroe sitting in the open 
singing and playing and Alvin Crow 
playing in a Texas dance hall was 
amazing 


| thought the stand outs were Peter 
Rowan singing ‘Dust Bowl Children’ 
and ‘Faded Love’ with the four 
fiddles of Junior Daugherty (who 
also sang). Johnny Gimble, Alvin 
Crow and Aly Bain. | was surprised 
at how versatile Aly Bain was. 


So, well done Channel 4 and here's 
hoping we can soon have some 
more of the same. | would also 
recommend the two LPs which have 
been released under the titles 
‘Down Home Vols.1 & 2’, and area 
good reminder of the series. 

Yours with thanks 

Ivon Evans 

14 Raby Street 

Millfield, Sunderland. 


GOBEEH 


Dear Editors 


Through your ‘Letters Page’, | 
would like to say thanks very much 
to all the artistes who appeared at 
our twelve hour special 

at the Continental Divide CMC, 
Plymouth. They were all ready at 
the given times, which kept all the 
music running smoothly. 


Thanks also to the country music 
presenters for coming along, 
Howard, John, Chris and Simon, to 
the two country music reporters 
who were there and to all the 
people who paid through the door. 
You made our day great, like all the 
other people mentioned. 

The day was a great success anda 
repeat is already being planned for 
next year. 


Yours in country music 
Angus Mclsaac 

10 Tenby Road, St. Budeaux, 
Plymouth. 


Dear Editors 


Thanks for a great April edition of 
your paper. Having read it right 
through and seen a variety of great 
shows lately, | thought | would offer 
a few comments about the state of 
country music in Great Britain, 
especially after Mick Green's 
thought provoking research! 


A few he missed are ‘Party’-Wanda 
Jackson; ‘! Got Stripes’-Johnny 
Cash; ‘Wolverton  Mountain’- 
Claude King; ‘Only The 
Heartaches’-Houston Wells & The 
Marksmen and ‘Heartaches’-Patsy 
Cline. All of those were small hits, 
except for Claude King, who went 
top ten, and didn't Jimmy Dean 
have a small hit with ‘Little Black 
Book’? These were all fifties and 
sixties. 


However, around those days, 
country records were not readily 
available in any quantity in most 
shops. | well remember it was only 
big West End shops who had a 
decent stock of country music. For 
the rest you had to wade through a 
vast range of general pop records. 
At least today, most decent record 
shops have their country section 
clearly labelled and the selection 
available must surely indicate 
reasonable sales? 


Also radio was a bit of a joke. The 
Light Programme on BBC Radio 
would periodically have a half hour 
with Murray Kash, but otherwise the 
best idea was to try to tune into the 
American forces network in Europe, 
where they would regularly play the 
current country hit parade. 


As regards tours, well they were 
almost non existent, except for an 
odd UK appearance at a US Air 
Base. In fact, the folk scene was 
much better for country acts. | can 
remember the thrill of actually 
meeting such luminaries as Bill 
Clifton, The Stanley Brothers, Bill 
Monroe, Cousin Emmy and the New 
York City Ramblers, whereas the 
modern country scene was very 
much restricted to British groups, 
mainly doing poor copies of Johnny 
Cash, Jim Reeves, Don Gibson, 
Buck Owens and Hank Williams. On 
looking around over the past couple 
of weeks over here, it now almost 
seems like ‘hillbilly heaven’, starting 
with some very good broadcasting 
over local and national radio and 
some reasonable TV exposure on 


‘Down Home’ and short shows with 
Johnny Russell and Ricky Skaggs. 


On the concert front, | thought ‘The 
Big Country Show’ was good, with 
the right management and the right 
songs. Byron Whitman could be a 
real superstar. He has the looks and 
now the voice to really make it big. 
Waylon Jennings was not missed at 
Wembley on Easter Sunday, as 
Canada’s Carroll Baker, Gene 
Watson, Lacy J Dalton, Rex Allen Jr. 
and Marie Osmond all turned in 
splendid performances. 


Easter Monday night at Wembley 
was magic, from the time Colorado 
started things off at 4.30 pm until the 
great Johnny Cash Show finished 
about 11 pm. Take a bow Mervyn 
Conn, for putting together such an 
excellent package! 


Finally, | urge any country fan to go 
and see the touring package show 
of ‘Pump Boys And Dinettes’, which 
was far better that | had imagined. | 
thought Joe Brown was very good 
and a nostalgic link with the ‘good 
old days of rock ‘n’ roll’. The pairing 
of Little Ginny and Tammy Cline as 
the Dinettes waa a superb piece of 
casting. Surely they are the best two 
British country girl singers? 


Also good news is the coming 
splurge of UK tours by US artistes, 
meaning one can actually be 
selective. It is good to see plenty of 
bluegrass acts coming over as well, 
all this coming quite hot on the heels 
of Ricky Skaggs, who surely must 
be the best thing to happen to 
country music in a long time. Also, 
with the birth of the UK club scene 
(unknown 15-20 years ago) and the 
fairly regular playing of country 
records on the general 
programming of radio, it all adds up 
to the good news that country music 
is in quite good shape at the 
moment. 

Sincerely 

David Brassington 

128 Lays Drive 

Keynsham, Bristol. 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


You ask us to keep letters short, well 
here goes. 

Campbell's Country . . . Best live 
country band around today. 
Brilliant! Short enough? 

R Turner 

Tolworth, Surbiton, Surrey. 
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Dear Editors 


lam avery recent convert to Country 
Music. Every Wednesday | video 
‘Sing Country’ and watch it over and 
over, so that | see it on Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. As 
you can probably tell, | like it very 
much, but | agree with Graeme 
Savage about the time that it’s on. If! 
had no video | wouldn't be allowed 
to watch it. 


| also listen to Country Club on 
Thursdays and think it’s great. | 
mostlike the way itis set out with old 
and very new records. 


| have only this month started to get 
‘Country Music Round Up’ but | 
really enjoyed it. I've already read it 
three times, so keep up the good 
work. 

Yours, a new fan. 

Veronica Stickings 


Bury, Lancashire. 


Eds: Welcome to the ‘Club’ Veronica. We 
have sent you a couple of Records to have on 
stand-by, should your video falter. 


OOOUOOO 


Dear Editors 


As a follower of country music for 
several years, my husband and | 
have seen many of the so-called 
leading artistes at various venues. 
Our taste varies through old tyme, 
traditional and modern. 

Just recently we visited the 
Bunkhouse CMC at the Globe 
Hotel, Guisborough, where we had 
a great night. Apparently, the club 
was first formed in March 1968-9. 
Anyway, the point is we heard 
several artistes, it being a local 
night. Among the acts was in fact 
the founder of the Bunkhouse Club 
called Terry ‘Doc' Bowes. | don't 
suppose he'll mind me saying so, 
but he must be nearer sixty than fifty 
years of age. We enjoyed his songs 
because they varied from traditional 
to modern and even yodelling 
numbers of various cowboy stars. 
He was backed, | believe, by his 
son, a fine vocalist and guitarist in 
his own right. 

Having recently moved into the 
Cleveland area from the Midlands, 
we are again looking forward to 
visiting this venue, along with other 
country music clubs in the area. We 
like the pub type venues as 
opposed to the larger social clubs. 


We now intend taking only ‘Country 
Music Round Up’ regularly, as it’s 
the best paper issued among the 
current crop of publications. Also we 
wondered if any of your readers 
remember the Silver Saddle CMC 
from some years ago. We used to 
frequent the venue when, | believe 
Ron and Rita Timmings promoted it 
in Birmingham. 

Sincerely 

Mrs B Fuller 

Mill Lane, Stokesley 

North Yorkshire. 


ea) a | | 


Dear Editors 


Jody Lane & Deliverance are very 
sorry to have let down fans and club 
organisers recently, due to Jody 
having been admitted to hospital 
with a back injury from a fall and also 
a little unrest and misunderstanding 
with the band members. 


Be assured, all is now well with the 
band, but Jody does have to rest 
until mid July. From then on, Jody 
and her band will fulfil the August 
tour of the South and all bookings 
thereafter. 


Many thanks 
Eugene Doherty (Manager) 


Dear Editors 


Like Mick Green, | also think the 
debut album of Dwight Yoakam is 
superb. 


Dwight is not as young as Mick 
thinks, he is 29 and certainly does 
not look like a young James Dean, 
(Dean was 24 when he died). 


Disappointing news is the non 
appearance of George Strait at 
Peterborough this August Bank 
Holiday. 


Keep up the good work. 
Brian Thomas 

19 Crickmarren Close 
Pembroke, Dyfed. 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


At last! | was beginning to think the 
July issue of ‘Country Music Round 
Up’ would arrive before | had read 
and acknowledged the June copy. 
Blame an American friend, who 
braved the terrorists reprisals to 
holiday over here for an entire 
month (ten days each for three 
dedicated country music fans). We 
had a wonderful time going around, 
spending two days in York. What a 
fantastic city! She also managed 
three days in Edinburgh as well as 
many other places of interest. 
Incidentally she read my ‘CMRU’ 
and was astounded at so much 
country activity going on in Great 
Britain and the large number of 
British country acts. 


Now I have had achance to readit, | 
must thank you for all the items of 
interest therein, particularly the 
moving article on Davie Duff. His 
courage should make us all fee! 
very humble. | also enjoyed the 
articles on Don Williams, West 
Virginia and all the lovely pictures. 


| thought Mick Green’s remarks re 
‘Fair Play Over Air Play’ very 
stringent. Please let him know that au 
least one letter has gone in to the 
BBC complaining of our small lick of 
the cherry! (It will be posted at the 
same time as this with a 17p stamp)! 


Yours sincerely 

Yvonne Evans 

‘Tristan’, 19 Ffordd Morfa 
Llandudno 


OOOOUOO 


Dear Editors 


On 3 May | had the pleasure to be 
able to go to Holland to see a 
country and western concert 
starring Jimmy Lawton. | had no 
idea who else would be on the bill 
and to my great surprise | heard 
Gordie West from Canada and 
Sandi Hart from Scotland. 


| haven't heard Sandi Hart for about 
four years, even though she 
appeared on the Best Of British at 
Wembley, which | attend every year. 
| also learned that this was the very 
first time Sandi had ever played in 
Holland and that she was very 
nervous about it. She was primarily 
worried whether she would do a 
good job and if the Dutch people 
would like her. 


When she was announced by the 
Dutch compere there was little 
reaction. She started out with 
‘Queen Of Hearts’ followed by 
‘Please Mister Please’ and when 
she had finished | thought the roof 
was coming down. | have seen a lot 
of enthusiasm during my visits in the 
clubs, but never so much as on that 
occasion. The people just went wild, 
After things had calmed down Sandi 
sung ‘Wild Turkey’ and, sure 
enough, the people went wild again. 


During the show she had the 
opportunity to sing a couple of 
songs with Jimmy Lawton. When 


they sang ‘Somewhere Between’ 
off Jimmy’s latest LP, the people 
wouldn't let her off the stage. | must 
Say in all honesty, | have seldom 
seen an artiste make such an 
impact on an audience as Sandi did 
on that night. 

I didn’t know how they managed it at 
first, but later | found out that several 
people had called a florist asking 
them to open the shop and by the 
end of the evening Sandi was 
showered with bouquets of flowers. 
By the time she had finished she 
could have started her own flower 
shop. 


On Monday morning one of the 
newspapers carried an article on 
Page Two. They were raving about 
this fine artiste. Sandi has now been 
asked to do more concerts in 
Holland which | am sure she will do. 


When | had the chance to speak to 
her, | asked Sandi why she doesn’t 
come to the South of England and 
was thrilled to hear she will be doing 
a week’s tour there at the end of 
August, beginning of September. | 
think we in England have to be 
careful if we don’t want to lose Sandi 
to another country. She belongs 
here and should sing here, so club 
owners, please do all of us a big 
favour and invite her to your club. 
Hans Vischjager 

The Bungalow 

Highlands Hospital 

Worlds End Lane, London. 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


May |, on behalf of Pat Allen and 
members of Merseyside Country 
Music Charity, thank everybody 
concerned for a very special 
evening. The Riverside at Banks, 
Southport, was the venue for 

‘A Tribute To Gerry Allen’. 


To ensure no names are missed 
from the organisational side, I'll just 
say that Gerry would have been 
proud to have organised that show. 
A lot of hard work is involved with 
such a show and even then 
audience figures can make or break 
it. I'm happy to say the audience 
made this one. 


The bands who donated their 
services included:- 

Marie Lester & Hobo, Jody Stevens 
& Westwood, The New Everglades, 
Cody's County, Hank Walters & The 
Dusty Road Ramblers. Dave 
McQueen & Buckskin, Sundown 
and as a finale, to use Gerry's own 
words, ‘The Country Cats’ (Jody 
Stevens, Carol Weston and Marie 
Lester). 


Adream of Gerry's had been a show 
featuring the three foremost female 
country artistes on Merseyside. 
Sadly, he didn't live to see it, but 
through sheer determination, on 
Gerry's behalf, three young ladies. 
who together had sung Gerry out of 
the church, got together again at the 
Riverside and sang him into our 
memories. 


Thank you 


B Donoghue 
Hon. Sec. Merseyside CMC 
Liverpool. 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


| was interested in your reply to Mrs 
Crowson of Lincoln. | can’t recall 
reading much in your paper about 
youngsters, yet you say you're 
unbiased. Sarah Jory is the only 
one | recall. However, in case you 
haven't heard, there is a wee lass 
up this end with potential. | was 
fortunate to see her live in concert 
before the TV cameras at Jackson’s 
Club in Hull, to be shown later in 
May | believe. | saw a very 


glamorous girl give a very 
professional performance, with a 
brilliant Foggy Mountain on the 
banjo, excellent guitar 
instrumentals, good singing and 
some very funny chit chat. In short, 
an all round, good entertainer, who | 
believe is to be on radio one night 
this week, playing classical guitar. 
The Yanks would make something 
of her | should imagine. 


Her name is Bettina something or 
other and apparently it was her 
seventh TV appearance. If she’s on 
the Peterborough Showcase 
please inform, | would love to see 
her again. 


Yours truly 

J Madeley 

Caravan No 19 
Southcliffe Caravan Site 
Bridlington. 


GEIS 


Dear Editors 


| must write to say, |am a bit 
disappointed in ‘Country Music 
Round Up’. You have too many 
articles on British acts. Why have six 
pages of ‘Round The Regions’? 


I’m not much interested in what's 
going on in Cornwall or Tyne and 
Wear. How about more on Amercian 
artistes, biographies, where are 
they now etc? 


D Whitby 
35 Sunbeam Road, 
Liverpool. 


OOOOO0O 


Dear Editors 


Not having been able to attend this 
year’s Wembley Festival, 
(although having been there 
several times in past years), |amat 
present trying to savour the 
Wembley atmosphere via BBC 
Television. 


It never ceases to amaze me how 
the BBC can contrive to inflict upon 
the patrons of Wembley the 
maximum amount of interference 
and disturbance, whilst producing 
for television a minimum amount of 
material. 


Perhaps Mr Mervyn Conn should 
change the BBC contract to an ITV 
network such as Anglia, who 
produced some good programmes 
from the Peterborough Festival, 
although not every ITV network took 
advantage of this. 


Yours faithfully 

DJR Pellatt 

24 Highfield Road 
Ormskirk, Lancashire. 


Dear Editors 


As a British country music 
songwriter, | have to agree with Mrs 
J Harvey (‘Your Line Of Country- 
May issue) that British country 
music doesn’t get enough TV or 
radio exposure and that enough is 
not being done to promote British 
country music as a whole. 


The American artistes do seem to 
have it all their own way, but in 
many ways thanks to British 
songwriters. I’ve said itmany atime 
with no apologies that ‘Blanket On 
The Ground’, ‘Coward Of The 
County’, ‘Lucille’ and, more 
recently, ‘Islands In The Stream’ 
were all written by British 
songwriters. They were all big hits, 
but there are many more ‘average’ 
sellers originating from the UK that 
the American artistes have to be 
thankful for. 


However, there is some light at the 
end of the tunnel. John Meier on 
Radio Wyvern (Hereford & 
Worcester) has an all British country 
programme every month which is 
superb. | have had the pleasure of 
appearing on one of John’s 
programmes and he gave me an 
interview. Full credit to John Meier 
and Radio Wyvern. Also, 

Robin Markwell of Silver Dollar 
country music and are recording 
many more British artistes than ever 
before. 

If the readers haven't yet sent for 
the free sixteen track cassette 
featuring many more British 
artistes, they don’t know what they 
are missing. 


lam personally thankful to Robin for 
promoting my music in Nashville 
and Canada at present and also to 
Ray Shephard Music for promoting 
itin the UK and West Germany. 


If any country artiste would like a 
demo cassette from me of new and 
original songs, please telephone 
Kidderminster 68460 or write to me. 


Many thanks to CMRU for their 
excellence and remember, promote 
country music, but most of all 
promote British country music. 


All the very best 

Mick Collins 

36, Oulton Close 

Wolverley Park, Kidderminster 
Worcester. 
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The Editor; 9 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


Dear Editors 


| went along to the ‘Northern 
Songwriters Guild’ show at Parr 
Hall, Warrington on 1 May as it 
looked like it might be interesting, 
but I really feel that, apart from one 
band and one other musician, the 
evening neither offered up thrills or 
surprises. The band was Red Moon 
Joe. | recognised the ‘main man’ 
from old gigs of Buckskin when they 
had that excellent young lead player 
Mark Wilkinson. He is now fronting 
Red Moon Joe and what talent! 


The content of their set was 
excellent. All the songs but one were 
penned by Mark himself and he had 
agood young band to back him up. | 
for one hope this is the way British 
country music is heading, because | 
was very impressed. | hope to be 
able to see Red Moon Joe again 
soon and enjoy their full set. 


The show carried on and | can’t 
confess taking much notice again, 
except for the exceptional guitar 
work of Rod Hill, who is now with 
Randy Blue. This is the first time | 
have seen Rod since West Coast 
days. He plays so well, but I 
personally don’t see Randy Blue as 
the right vehicle to elevate Rod to 
where | think he belongs in British 
country music. 


I'm afraid, apart from Red Moon Joe 
and Rod Hill, the Northern 
Songwriters Guild did nothing to 
make me want to sit up and take 
notice. The speech at the end by the 
three founder members seemed to 
be rather full of self importance and 
they didn’t even mention Red Moon 
Joe, who I'd never seen before. If 
these ‘old timers’ in the North West 
are saying they are making an effort 
to promote British country music, 
why don't they promote and push 
Mark Wilkinson, who has such 
obvious talents. He has at the 
moment all the disadvantages in 
British country music, he’s under 
forty, he writes and sings his own 
songs, he doesn’t wear silk shirts 
and silly hats. Need | say more? 


Yours faithfully 

D Davis 

‘Balshaws’, Euxton 
Chorley, Lancashire. 


A BIG THANK YOU 


from the organisers of the 


HARLOW COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL 


to the 


Agents, Artistes, Comperes, Sound & Lighting 
Technicians, Stallholders and Behind-the-Scenes Staff 
who contributed to it’s huge success 


Furthermore 


we extend our gratitude to the appreciative crowd. 


We hope that your weekend was most enjoyable, and 
trust that you're looking forward to 
HARLOW’S 10th COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL 


Sat 6 June & Sun7 Jun 
1987 


Further details from 


Leisure Services Department, Harlow Council 
1 Adams House, Harlow Tel: 0279 446426 
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SAAS 


A 


@ EX Deri club organiser Roy Cooper infos he’s now 
operating a CMC in Tilbury. Held Thursdays at the 
Railwaymens Club, Calcutta Road, it’s aptly named 
The Boxcar CMC. Playing the venue recently were the 
Kevin Duffy Band, including a new sixteen year old 
Scottish lass, Edie McDonald, of whom the lads think 
highly. 


® Mentioning Scottish singers, | took another look at 
that Scottish band that have been getting a lot of good 
press recently, the Louisiana Hellraisers. They were at 
a charity gig at the beginning of the month anda 
capacity crowd, (who were not country music fans), 
gave them a fantastic reception at the end of the 
evening. They played the kind of country sound we 
need to get across to the non-committed public. 


@ My two visits to the Peak Frean Club were to see 
Bromford County and Spellbound. Tony Morris’ SE9 
venue saw both nights with good attendances enjoying 
the music provided and there was a fully occupied 
dance floor. Ed Pearson seems to be enjoying his self 
back on the scene. 


®@ Another club | finally visited was the Lone Star at the 
Curwen Community Centre, Plaistow. Although the 
club has been running for four years now, this was my 
first time there. Playing were Firewater, the group who 
recently had a very good album released on the 
Sundown label. Popular wherever they play, they left 
me with pleasant memories of an evening well spent 
amongst friendly people. The Lone Star Club runs 
alternate Saturdays and is a useful attribute to the 


region as itseems that on Fridays and Sundays country 
music is heavily overloaded in the area, but we get very 
little activity on a Saturday. 


@ Ed Pearson 


OOOOOO 


@ News of the newly opened STC Club, Maidstone 
Road, Footscray, Sidcup, sees Dave Smiley’s Five 
Wheel drive playing the venue this month with Tulsa 
Time to follow in August. Now into almost its first quarter, 
the club has been getting a few complimentary 
comments from various souls who have attended. Must 
try and get down myself and see what all the commentis 
about. Why don’t you go too? 


@ it’s been a busy run down to the month, with shows 
every night. Unfortunately, | had to miss the Tommy 
Collins tour, due to the sheer number of activities, but | 
heard both good and not so good reports on it. | did 
spend two successive nights at the Orchard Theatre, 
Dartford, firstly for the Billie Jo Spears/Boby Bare show 
in its penultimate performance. Having always been a 
great fan of Bare, | sat and waited for his laid back 
performance. Sure enough, | wasn’t disappointed. My 
second visit was the following evening. When the ‘King’ 
and ‘Queen’ of Irish country music came on stage, (Ray 
Lynam and Philomena Begley), they kepta lively pace in 
front of an obviously largely Irish audience who, as only 
the Irish can, responded to the repartee from this Blarney 
creating duo. This meant the evening went all too quickly, 
with their fine performances both musically and 
humerously. 


@ Following my comments regarding Hospital Radio 
recently, | heard from Brian Warren who presents 
‘Country Sounds’ on Hospital Radio Hillingdon, which 
does make slightly happier reading than Pete Larne’s 
previous letter on the conditions prevailing at Woolwich 
Hospital Radio. It was from this | though that perhaps it 
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may not be a bad idea for all you Hospital Radio 
presenters to write to me with details of your 
programmes. We could perhaps feature it in a future 
London Scene and you never know, be of benefit to 
anyone going into hospital, who would like to discover 
that they can listen to their favourite sounds whilst being 
a patient. 


@ | recently heard from regular reader P Shepherd 
who, together with his wife and son, are keen country 
music fans, as are several of his friends. However, not 
possessing his own transport, he is ‘trapped’ into only 
being able to listen to the music via records, due to not 
knowing any clubs close enough for him to visit. He lives 
at 74 Winston Drive, Stoke D’Abernon, Cobham, Surrey 
and would be extremely happy to hear of any clubs in 
the area where he could transfer his appreciation from 
recorded music to live performances. So, come on you 
country music fans, drop him a line and let him know. 
@ Finally this month, | took a short trip to the Virginian 
Club for the visit of the Lee Clark Band (ex-Lee ‘N’ 
Easy), which perhaps was unfair after the array of talent 
I'd seen during the period leading up to them. Musically 
the group were alright, but presentation wise | thought 
they left a lot to be desired with their robotic and stilted 
performances. | know | complain about Dave Smiler’s 
aerobics, but these lads were so stolid on stage that you 
almost felt they were clockwork and had bust a spring. 
Loosen up a bit fellas, ‘cos there isn’t much wrong with 
your music. 


@ Well, that about ties it up this time around. See you 
somewhere and remember, Country Rools, OK. 
Details as usual to Tony Anderson, 40 Cole Close, 
Thamesmead, London, SE28 8AU. Tel: (01) 310 2792. 
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@ BOB McKinlay & Dixie Fried did the honours for the 
May show at Pershore CMC. As usual this club were 
really attentive and gave a great reception to Bob and 
the lads, who did three sets with style and ease. Two 
celebrity guests in the crowd that night were Bob 
Chapple of Pontins and Johnny Miers of Radio Wyvern. 


@ Bucknell’s Turkey Hall is fast becoming a good 
country venue with Delta Dawn, Country Company, 
Calico and the Duke Boys all appearing in the last 
month. All shows were well supported and any 
complaints about the acts or the venue have been few 
and far between, so keep up the good work Derek. 


@® Bob McKinlay also topped the bill for the Lingen 
CMC’s last show, along with residents Country 
Company. Both groups contributed to a value for 
money night. 


@ | was recently invited to a charity gala concert in 
Llandrindod Wells. The show featured two choirs, a pop 
group and two country acts, augmented by the hotel’s 
resident organist. The setting was a complete contrast 
to my normal haunts and the crowd were basically folks 
you would never see at a country show. Mind you, when 
the top of the bill, a country duo, came on, you could 
have heard a pin drop and the shouts for more at the 
end just goes to prove that country music, done well, 
can still win a lot of new friends. 


@ The Bank Holiday show at the Lazyacre turned out to 
be quite a night. Tony Best opened the show with a good, 
lively set, including his version of Froggatt’s ‘Roly’, which 


he has just put on tape. Next on stage were the Rogue 
Band from York, who did two nice sets which included a 
few cajun numbers that went down well with the large 
crowd, plus a great version of ‘| Could Waltz Across 
Texas’. 


Ireland's yodelling Greta Elkin did her spot in between 
the Rogue Band's two sets and gained a great reception 
from Lazyacre members, many of whom had caught her 
first visit to the club some time ago. Greta’s nicely 
presented set finished with a self penned number ‘The 
Married And The Free’. 


@ The first of this year’s ‘local’ festivals was held at 
Tenbury Wells over the May Bank Holiday weekend, but 
the weather was not too kind and fans were conspicuous 
by their absence. (Perhaps a lack of advertising also 
contributed to this). However, for the fans who did turn 
up, comperes Tony Best and Vince Layne put together 
five very good shows, two at the town’s Swan Hotel and 
three at the Bridge Hotel. 


@ On Saturday night, the Down County Boys from 
Coventry got the show underway with their own style of 
bluegrass. Next on stage were Marie Lester & Hobo, with 
a brilliant set (over far too soon for the fans). Then Burnt 
Ash did a short set before bringing on top of the bill, Miki 
& Griff for a really polished performance, despite Griff 
suffering from a bad throat. 


@ The Sunday lunchtime show featured three fairly 
‘local’ acts, Big Jim Reynolds, Country Company and 
Shiloh, who were all well received by the fans who 
attended. 


Sunday night saw the Lazyacre Roadshow and Tony 
Best in fine form, before a solo spot from Vince Layne, 
followed by a quality set from visiting Scottish duo 
Jolene & Barry. All in all, another great night for those 
fans attending at the Bridge Hotel. 


@ Jolene & Barry 


BORDER 
COUNTIES 


SHEILA KENNY 


@ Monday lunchtime and Louisiana, a local band 
(getting plenty of bookings in the area), got this show off ° 
to a good start, to be followed by Andy Morris, who was 
over-loud: Telford’s Foster Boys, the final act, gota 
great reception with a fine selection of Noel Dillon's own 
songs. This is a good new act, with some high class 
material that’s different. They must have a good future 
ahead of them, as they ended with a standing ovation. 


@ Raymond Froggatt’s band opened the final show on 
Monday night. Jolene & Barry were next on stage and 
grabbed the fans’ attention from the off. Their brilliant 
set again ended with the crowd yelling for more. Vince 
Layne’s short spot after the interval too got a good 
reception from the fans. 

Top of the bill ‘Froggie’, finished the festival in a way 
only he can. His ninety minute set was filled with the 
usual bit of patter and some great songs (mostly his 
own). 


@ Itwas a good weekend, it’s just a pity the people 
weren't out in force to see it. 


@ Any news please to Sheila Kenny, ‘Sansheleam’ , 
Lingen, Bucknell, Salop, SY7 ODY. 
Telephone: (0544) 267736. 
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SOUTHERN 
STYLE 


ERNIE SEARS 


@ A ‘new look’ newsletter does my local Wildwood 
South CMC proud and provides something for almost 
everybody, including local politics, advice for the 
unemployed (thanks) and a well deserved thump for 
our ‘Southern Evening Echo’ for the almost total 
indifference to our local scene and in particular the 
Wildwood club itself. 


I’m aiming to make the 6th June Guildhall local band 
night as | write this the week prior to such, so | will 
hopefully keep you informed next time around. | note 
Pete Pope’s Country Band has an outing for charity on 
13th June at the Wildwood CMC’s Millbrook School 
venue. (Other than that see their advert on the ‘CMRU‘ 
Club Listings Page). | note that August also looks good 
for the club with Sandi Paul, Showboat Country Band, 
Kerry Wilcox Band, Westwood and Kansas Kountry 
filling the Saturdays. 


Many thanks to Reg Lodge et all at Wildwood South for 
keeping me in touch via the post and congratulations to 
this very long-running club for keeping the flag of 
country music very firmly unfurled on the local scene. 


@ Chichester CMC’s newsletter is always an event 
when it arrives, courtesy of Editor lan Grimes and club 
‘boss’ Tony Bleach, along with all the other stalwarts 


from this 1974 vintage club, which holds a high 
reputation within Southern country circles with its many 
venues. | note among other ‘goodies’ the club’s annual 
Gala get-together at the Chichester Assembley 
Rooms, 9th June, has Frank Jennings Syndicate plus 
Johnny Spencer. 


@ The Selsey Arms, West Dean, seem to have aregular 
full house reputation and a great night saw Brighton’s 
own Champions pulling the crowds again. They are a 
lovely duo who are really professional in all they do. They 
used to work for me when | was an agent and they never 
let me down. 


@ | hear Tony Goodacre pleased the crowd at the 
Welcome Inn, Petersfield, also that the Goodacre’s have 
signed Spill The Beans Trio for their management 
agency, so perhaps a long overdue tour with this fine act 
might be coming our way? I've been raving about this 
band ever since ‘CMRU’s House Party at Watford in 
1985, but it all seems to have fallen on deaf ears locally. 
Wake up! 


@ A letter from Patricia White, secretary of the Country 
Unison CMC (Saturdays monthly at the BDH Club, 
Broom Road, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset) was a bit late for 
June, but the month saw a band change with Trampus, 
(always a crowd pulling Portsmouth band) replacing 
Shack Band. Meanwhile this lovely lady offers Hickory 
Lake in July and Clovis Country in August. This is a super 
club with lovely people and fine bands. The bar is 
excellent, with good food to boot. You are always made 
to feel very welcome at the Country Unison, but you need 
to get there prompt 'cos it gets full! 


@ My lady co-reporter (whoops nearly called her a co- 
respondent) Shirley Lawrence from Surrey, is still raving 
about one Shaun Michael who she saw (again) at the 
Stetson CMC, Cotteridge Hotel, Woking. (I only manage 
to pass through Woking on my fortnightly train trips to 
London, which is a pity as Shirl says ‘it’s move over 
George Moody’, so this feller must be something else)! 


@ | note that Shackleford, Nr. Godalming recently 
featured my ol’ mate and super artiste Al Barratt with a 
back up band. Also on the bill was local solo singer 
Harry T. 


@ Camberley Civic Hall featured Tony Aston’s Original 
Shades, plus the now famed Duffy Brothers who, I’m 
told, provided their usual brilliant country music, plus 
equally clever comedy, whilst Tony Aston can always be 
counted on to please his fans from the Surrey area. 


® Shirley and husband Keith report they have recently 
bought a caravan (to replace their tent) and are now 
more capable of visiting the distant parts of the Surrey/ 
Hants/Sussex region. So, just keep 

writing . . . Speaking of Sussex, there’s alot going on as 
usual, not only at the Brighton CMC, Brighton Trades & 
Labour Club, Lewes Road, but also at Worthing 
Pavilion, which now has its usual Tuesday night run of 
country music in a cabaret (sit down) setting, with 
bands, solos or duos. We must not forget Neil 
Coppendale’s upcoming British Country Music Festival 
at the Pavilion over the August Bank Holiday weekend 
with Philomena Begley and Raymond Froggatt topping 
a really fantastic line up, which also includes the 


winners of Neil's recent Country Talent Contest 
promotion at Worthing, Pedro (Berkshire) and Jan Mark 
& Norman Russell (Hounslow). 


@ It’s worth noting that Clovis Country from Wales and 
Liverpool's Charlie Landsborough both guest at the 
Brighton CMC in July. Both are draws and worth my 
going to see. | must speak to my driver Mike Peters. 
Charlie has a voice in a million and his ‘I Will Love You 
All My Life’ is a much played favourite of mine. | 
understand the lad is taking his talents to the good ol’ 
US of A shortly. 


@ Now, bearing in mind our Editor’s recent reminder of 
‘limits on words he can publish’, |’ll finish off by just 
wishing you all a sight better summer than the one I’m 
looking out of the window at now, storm lashed sea, 
swaying pines. You know, the typical summer picture. 


Emie Sears, 14 Victoria Road, Netley Abbey Hants. 
Telephone: (0703) 452498. 
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Mel Hague . . . Golden Guitar Award 1981 


ARTISTES ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 


‘l would like to thank all those special people who took the time and 
trouble to nominate me for the ‘Most Popular British Male Solo 
Entertainer’ award in the ‘Country Music Round Up International { 
Awards’ and for making my first single ‘I'm Tying The Leaves’a % 
resounding success on country music radio all over Great Britain. 
Good on yuh!’ 


OF BOOKIN’S? 


All enquiries for Mel Hague or The Mel Hague Roadshow 
(featuring Vegas and B C & Lainey), ring (0302) 771287 
| 
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If you're visiting our area, why not spend an 
evening with us. Tel (0258) 54258 
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SAVE MONEY MAKE MONEY 


HIGH SPEED DUPLICATION 
(inc. Full Mastering Studio) 


REAL TIME DUPLICATION 
FULL LABEL & INLAY DESIGN & PRINTING 


» JEFF CLIFFSON 


One of Wales’ top Country 
Pn d@ Western singers 


Lewis Vaughan 


Promotions 
congratulate 


(0978) 821998 PRECISION WOUND BLANK CASSETTES 
“no RAINHILL TAPE SPECIALISTS 
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Ss andi H alt onher too large or small DISTRIBUTORS OF AMPEX. BASF TAPE & ACCESSORIES 
Distance no object 


‘Most Popular British 
Female Artiste’ nomination 
in the ‘International 
Country Music Awards’. 


Tel: (0670) 360036 


Fully pro. 051-430 9001 


ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 
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For Bookings 
‘phone Alf Roberts 
(0244) 813009 


Bookings and Enquiries 
Tel: (0536) 743948 
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SHOPS CLUBS ETC * 
SUPPLIED ON * 


WHOLESALE TERMS fie. ¢ 


HATS, BOLO TIES, 
BELTS, BUCKLES 
BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


estern 
velties 


26 Parkside Avenue, Romford. 
Essex, RM1 4ND (0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact 


(0843) 821440 or 
(0304) 830627 


4-PIECE COUNTRY BAND 
AVAILABLE WITH 
FEMALE VOCALIST OR CABARET 


Western advertisers in this publication. 


SPILL THE BEANS 


0532 — 687788 
Sole Representation & Management: Sylvantone Promotions 


photographs 


credited to Jim Silverthorn can 


be obtained by writing to:- 
Photo File (Dept. CMRU) 11 Fry’s Hill, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 4QJ. 
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@ | ran into Robbo at Rubery, the first time | have seen 
the Black Spur Road Band (a mouthful of aband name) 
at Mr Meier’s Rose And Crown venue. Mr Robinson 
was in tremendous form, distaining to play anything that 
was vaguely bog standard. The drummer must rate 
among the top ‘skin men’ currently on the country 
scene, both for drive and feeling. The lead was 
extremely adroit on breaks and riffs, although very 
understated on sound output (perhaps he could re- 
position his gear)? The bassman took some good 
second vocals and the group is nicely rounded off with 
an aggressive steelie. 
Robbo wants to get away from the eccentric rock image 
that Barbary Coast had. With this line up it should be 
easy and with the choice of material he should lead a 

- ‘Discover New Country’ campaign. You guessed, | 
liked them! 


@ Avisit to Wolverhampton CMC’s Black Horse venue 
on the Sunday to see a band that made their mark at the 
‘CMRU' Easter weekend at Watford (reserved your 
room for '87 yet)? When the guvnor booked this band 
they were fresh, balanced and well presented. Touring 
has lowered some of the high standards and, although 
they still have that good feel of Alabama, some of their 
presentation has slipped. Perhaps silver lame suits are 
hot and sticky, but to stand at the bar and let it all hang 
out doesn’t do much for the smooth Glaswegian style 
Jimmy! Keep the buttons done up. Louisiana 
Hellraisers have an alternative version of their song 
‘Rodeo Show’ (flip side of their first single), but it would 
be better if this was quickly forgotten, or it will cost them 
a lot of repeat bookings. Even when Lenny Bruce used 
dialogue like this twenty years ago it wasn’t very good. 


The rest of the show was good, but you need lots ot 
thick smoke to go with this loud music and just a few dim 
lights. 


@ | was invited to a birthday party to watch Kenny 
Johnson & Northwind. Thanks Mike and Margaret for a 
very interesting evening. | never really thought of Mr 
Johnson as a cabaret artiste before. 


@ | went western with Whiskey River at the Circle ‘W', 
Tipton at a sort of super Saturday family hoe-down, very 
western in flavour but very big on the welcome. Maggie 
and Dave Pearson boogied the crowd, putting 
themselves on to please the dancers. There was a great 
encore which went on nearly as long a the opening set. 


@ |saw Peter Palmer & Fox Mountain Express twice this 
month on dates at least three weeks apart, which is 
strange as Fox Mountain come up from Weymouth in 
Dorset. Atthe Circle ‘D’, Broseley, they were playing toa 
dancing crowd and Pete had a few problems with the 
sound. As this was the home club of the Foster Boys, his 
cover version of Noel Dillon's ‘Bull Run’ was encored. 
He's got it on his new album too. The second time was 
with Derek O'Halloran at the Horse, where they suffered 
a light audience, owing to ‘the Plague’, otherwise called 
the ‘World Cup’ on TV. But, | felt he laid his music a little 
too far back and had a lot of familiar standards. Still, the 
boppers liked his show. 


@ Incomplete contrast, the H-H Club at the Hollybush, 
Norton Canes, were treated to a rare feast of music from 
local trio the Longriders UK, Vince Smith, his son Brian 
(lead/fuzz box) and George Foster (drums). If Vince gets 
any more like Willie he will be wearing a headband soon. 


Avery slick, laid back presentation, with some choice 
songs dropped in, great throwaways like ‘think this was 
first sung by Jim Reeves’, straight into ‘Six Days On The 
Road’. | wonder why this venue chose the same night as 
one of the area’s major clubs not too far away? It's a bit 
like the August weekend festivals around here mate, all 
the time! 


@ That man Raymond Froggatt departed from his 
usual programme of self penned numbers at the Albion, 
Wednesfield, to treat the packed room to his 
impressions of Johnny Cash. He’s very good and even 
had the band sounding right for his rather ‘camp’ 
rendering of some of the Dr Hook songs and sang songs 
from Don Williams as Williams never sang them. 
Talking of Don Williams, the Kruger package passed 
through Birmingham, with a large enough house to 
restore his faith in Midlands music reviews. | hope 
Jeffrey and Howard have now forgiven us for the Faron 
Young/Hank Locklin Show at Wolverhampton’s Civic 
Hall. (God, that must have been ten years ago)! 


@ Moving on was the theme of Jeannie Dee's two final 
appearances in this area. The second one was alittle 
difficult for this bouncy lady (having just come out of 
hospital). | will miss Jeannie’s crystal clear vocals and 
broad Yorkshire humour. Dave and Maggie Pearson 
from Whiskey River, guested at her final show at the 
Double ‘M’. 


@ | worked with Jim Onslow in Bilston at the Triple ‘H’ 
Club, a new venue of some twelve weekly shows. No 
repeat bookings here though, the club has finished 
again, killed off perhaps by World Cup football? 
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@ The Foster Boys have increased to a four piece, with 
the addition of young Frank on lead. The band have no 
drummer, perhaps not so important during their 
performances of the Foster Family songs. 

New leads must be fashionable. Jim Reynolds’ 
Saddletramps have picked up a school teacher turned 
country singer - shades of Jimmy Driftwood. 


@ Wolverhampton based Bodie Band have been off 
the road for the last two months. | hope the summer 
brings Geoff some better health and luck. 


@ Further to the Smethwick saga, the Arezonia Bands 
Club dropped the door charge to just 50p, in a last ditch 
attempt to remain a club against their fellow ex- 
members’ Diamond ‘D’ Independents. Looks like range 
war again! 


@ Telford's Silver Dollar Club worked hard to raise 
money for their carnival charity despite having to pay for 
the room hire each time. 


@ | saw new band Memphis Reunion play Codsall 
Legion, an ex-club band with a good line in middle of the 
road country. | like their intro to ‘Tulsa Time’ - Here is an 
Eric Clapton number! 


@ Tell me, why do club organisers expect free advance 
publicity, but very rarely announce that we are from 
‘Round Up’? You wanna advert, see the man, | only 
report the event! 

"Phone me Jim Duncan on (0952) 583672 or write to 
148 Warrensway, Woodside, Telford, TF7 5QF. 

Don’t get caught or killed! 
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@ ANOTHER month has rolled to an end and it’s time 
to reflect over the musical activities of the past few 
weeks. 


@ Rattlesnake Annie made two appearances,a hastily 
re-shuffled Bristol gig and a show in Bath. The Bristol 
venue being double booked, Rattlesnake, Western 
Union and Kelvin Henderson moved into the Bear at 
Hotwells and, salvaged a potential catastrophe. A small 
but enthusiastic crowd warmed quickly to the 
atmosphere and, even Bear regulars were captivated 
by the magic of Rattlesnake Annie, with her mixture of a 
folksy, bluesy style of country, ina simple yet emotional 
approach to her material, some self penned, some 
standards and some classics. A similar night followed at 
the White Hart, Widcombe in Bath where the supporting 
act was newcomer Aleimo, Chris and Keith, who gave a 
superb debut of contemporary based acoustic country 
music and, later after her solo spot the boys joined 
Annie for a forty five minute jam session, providing 
another successful night! 


@ Leeds based Shotgun were doing the West Country 
circuit and stopped off for dates in Bristol. | failed to get 
to any of their gigs but, reports were of excellent 
performances from this likeable duo, whose repetoire 
of lesser known yet exceptionally strong material was 
the main comment. 

@ Thanks to Neil Thomas of Bradford on Avon, who 
wrote to me concerning the Fox and Hounds at 
Broughton Gifford near Melksham. Their country nights 
are held every Tuesday and, landlord Brian Harpwood 
claims that this night is now rivalling Friday and 


Photo by Jim Silverthorn 


@ Rattlesnake Annie 


Saturdays as his busiest. Brian, some will remember, 
was one half of Borderline, the Bluegrass duo from 
Newbury. He often dusts off his banjo and joins in at the 
end of the evening. We wish him and his good lady 
Barbara continued success. 


@ Arecently received Brian Watkins report, from 
Coalpit Heath Village Hall reads as follows, ‘April saw 
another full house for Vince Layne, who gave all there a 
very pleasant evening with his Jim Reeves like voice, 
followed by Derek Tandy comedian, who came over very 
well. May saw one of Britain’s top groups Hickory Lake. 
Vic Woodhouse and Lynsey St John were in excellent 
form, as was Ray Kedge (pedal steel), Graham Walker 
(lead guitar) and Bill is one of the best country drummers 
I've heard, all in all an excellent night was had by all’. 


@ Inhis letter from the Swindon Silver Spur Country 
Music Club, Barry reports as follows: 

“Our April shows saw Sunset Boulevard give an excellent 
show for a small but faithful audience and Shiloh were 
sheer magic to a crammed house at which the 
atmosphere was terrific... In May a family band from 
Wolverhampton, Silver Dollar were first class, with their 
excellent sound providing good all round music for 
everybody. On a visit, Gambler (from Bristol) also gave a 
great performance to a nearly full house’. 


@ Amention in last months column, of the informal 
acoustics picking sessions, at the Fisherman, Alcove 
Road, Fishponds led by Survival String Band, have 
moved to a Thursday evening on a regular weekly 
basis. Everyone is welcome, there’s no charge and, 
attendances have been reported very high. 

@ Tony Griffiths from Fry’s ‘CMC’ writes in his report, 
‘the May show saw the return of two old favourites, 
namely Greta Elkin and Shaun Michael. Irish 
songstress Greta was making an extended visit to 
England, doing a hectic three week tour which took her 


the length and breadth of the Country. She was ably 
backed by the Rouge Band from Leeds, who incidently 
return to Fry’s in October for the ‘Leapy Lee Show’. 


AVON CALLING 


JIM SILVERTHORN 


Shaun Michael turned in an excellent show, which 
pleased the capacity crowd, including a coachload of 
his fans from Bridgewater’. Apparently Greta Elkin was 
in stunning form and, she showed everybody why she is 
reckoned by some, to be among the top female 
yodellers. 


@ Win Pyle from the White Horse ‘CMC’ Burbage says 
in his letter. ‘Our April evening opened with popular 
local artriste Colin Ramsey, (now resident in Derby). 
Then,West Virginia gave a marvellous spot with their wit 
and singular skills, but together a great group’. This 
show was completed by Clinton Ford and, again we are 
told the evening was enjoyed immensely by the club. 
Win Pyle also reports, last month's show was a great hit, 
‘although attendances were low’, with Tony Goodacre 
who manages to keep the crowds riveted in their seats, 
and it seems Hickory Lake proved once again just why 
they are one of our top bands! 


@ Thanks to everyone who wrote to me this month, 
keep your news coming to Jim Silverthorn, 11 Fry’s Hill, 
Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 4QJ. Tel: (0272) 671067. 
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EAST MIDLANDS 


ANNE SLACK 


@ | received several letters recently about a young 
man by the name of Les Close, so | was pleased when | 
managed to catch up with him at the BWB Club, Derby. 
It takes something special to impress someone who 
sees as many acts as | do, but | thought this relative 
newcomer to the scene was brilliant. On chatting to Les, 
| was informed that he served his apprenticeship under 
the guidance of John Aston and, after getting over the 
initial nerves of actually getting up on stage to perform, 
is now gaining bookings in all areas. His voice is pure 
and he has acharisma which could never fail. |was very 
impressed with his own very professional attitude 
towards singing and would recommend him for any 
club. At the moment he runs a building business and 
does not want to go pro, a wise decision | feel, but I'm 
sure the pressure will soon be on for a change of heart 
as no-one can work eighteen hours a day for long. 


@ The Matlock Bath Festival was, as usual, very well 
attended, with the artistes giving excellent 
performances. Stars of the day turned out to be Stroller, 
pure magic! Everyone agreed they played a well 
balanced set of well thought out material, including many 
Dirt Band numbers, a really professional performance. 
There was just one band who were alittle Out Of Hand on 
the day. 


@ The BWB Club has closed its doors for a couple of 
weeks after what seemed like a raw deal at the venue, 
but will re-open at a different ‘site’ during July. 


@ Notabig crowd turned out for the opening night of the 
Borderline CMC, Mayfield, but those who did turn up 
were treated to a feast of good music by the Black Spur 
Road Band. Their material covers every aspect of the 
music, very competently played by excellent musicians 
and, on the night a fair smattering of ‘Robbo’ humour, 
served up in a manner that only he could get away with. 
Great night! 


@ | received a call from Dave of the High Peak CMC, 
who infos what a great night they had with ‘Froggie’ 
recently. Well, of course!! Incidentally, this is a good, 
friendly club and well worth a visit. 


@ News has been forwarded to me about several clubs 
in the Nottingham area | was not aware of, so I'm 
looking forward to visiting all of them during the next few 
weeks. No comments 'til then. 


® Talking recently to the organisers of the El Paso 
CMC, North Wingfield, | was told the club may have to 
close its doors. | do hope a miracle happens to avoid 
this, but, like all of us, they are now surrounded by ‘no 
charge’ country venues. | honestly don’t know the 
answer to this problem, but it’s sad to see good, 
established clubs suffer at their expense. | often wonder 
if this problem exists on the folk and jazz scene. 


@ With luck | will make it to the Wrangle Festival on 6th 
July. Shall | see you there? 


@ News next month about several new venues and 
venue changes in the area. 

Anne Slack, Service Station, Alderwasley, Derby. 
Telephone: (0773) 853168. 


PICTURE CAPTION 
@ Impressive Les Close at the BWB Club, Derby. 


AAAAARARANAATARAAAAAARARAAAVT SUVS SSS EULTETTETETE EE UE EEE EEUU EEUUEU UB UUUUEUUUUU EUS UU UUUUUIUE UU UUUUUUUUUUUU UU UES UU UU UU EEUU EEUU BUD UERUEET 


MONTHLY BULLETIN BOARD 


CMRU UPDATES 
NORTH WEST 


BRIAN AHERN 


@ COUNTRY music is having its share of ups and 
downs in the South Lancashire area of this region. 
Denis Healey writes to tell of the closure of the Rafter 
Six CMC after six years trading at the Kenyon Arms, 
Little Hulton. Denis cites a general lack of support and 
high booking fees for his decision. However, | hope to 
report on Denis’ future involvement in country music at 
a later date. 


@ One of our Westerner friends informs the office of a 
new Country Music venue at the Club House, Gigg 
Lane, Bury, the home of Bury Football Club. This venue 
is set for weekly meetings on a Sunday evening. 
(Thanks for the info Mr Calderbank, see ya soon)! 


@ Ronnie Bird has transferred his Rustler CMC from 
Little Lever Labour Club to St. Gregory, Farnworth, 
meeting every Friday. Meanwhile the Labour Club will 
continue holding country music meetings every Friday 
as usual. | am told that both clubs are doing well, 
despite the split. 


@ My good country music pal, Pat Hayes of Leigh's 
Welcome CMC writes with a very good list of 
forthcoming attractions and tells of the hard work 
involved in keeping her club solvent. She and her team 
are gems, | assure you. 


@ Whilst living high on the hog at a recent Pontin’s 
Festival, | was informed of another new venue set to 
open on Saturday nights in Farnworth, the J.R.S. Club, 
Crompton Street. | will keep you up to date on this 
apparently thriving country music area as and when the 
promised information comes in. 


@ Relaxed, rested and raring to go, | went to meet with 
friends in Buxton, my destination the High Peak CMC, at 
the Railway Hotel, to see Raymond Froggatt and his 
band, plus Shoney’s Country Music Roadshow. | had not 
seen Froggie at club level for over six months and | was 
interested to see just how he handled his status as 
‘BCMA ‘Vocalist Of The Year’. Answer. Magnificently! 
Frog and his band have got together a stage show that 
could quite easily dominate any stage in the world. Come 
on TV, wake up to facts. British country music is ready!! 


@ Chelford Village Hall, in the stockbroker belt of 
Cheshire, has become the setting for the Chelford CMC, 
who meet about every six weeks. At the invitation of 
organiser Alan, | called in to see Shaun Michael and the 
Down County Boys put on a smashing show. At the time 
of reading this, the Down County Boys will be gigging in 
America. Coals to Newcastle? Maybe, but it’s our top 
quality coals, | promise you. The club itself is very friendly 
with a down home feel about it. 


@ Mick Conlin's band was the draw at Hazel Grove 
CMC. Alan and Mavis Kitchen, the club's friendly 
organisers, invited me and I’m glad | went along. The 
artistes put on a very good show indeed. They tend to 
feature several styles of country music in their show to 
please their audience, and it works! 


@ When High Lane and friends hosted their special 
British Starnight at Romiley Forum Theatre, starring 
Raymond Froggatt, Dillinger and Clovis, the show was 
sold out well in advance. Clovis, who opened, proved 
why they are so popular, before Dillinger provided 
probably the best set | have ever seen them perform, 
meaning Froggie and his band had to pull out all the 


stops to follow what had gone before. They did and were 
nothing short of superb. The whole evening was a credit 
to the music, the fans and the organisers, indicating yet 
again that British bands are ready for the world stage. 


@ Warren Davies, PR man for the Kruger Organisation, 
invited me to Stockport's Davenport Theatre, to meet 
Billie Jo Spears and Bobby Bare and to have a look ata 
Dwight Yoakam video. Both were impressive. Certainly, 
Billie Jo and Bobby created miles and miles of pleasure 
for their devoted fans. 


@ One of my heroes of yesteryear was billed to appear 
in my neighbourhood, so wild horses couldn't keep me 
away. Tommy Collins, for me, had been a superstar in 
country music even before that analogy was invented. 
Fame and fortune had taken their toll of this man over 
the years, his musical success having lead to his own 
undoing. He faltered and stumbled on his path to glory, 
the way so many had done before him and still will after 
him. However, Tommy was now back out of that long 
dark tunnel, to share his light once again, centre stage 
fronting a country music band and surrounded by loyal 
fans. The chosen UK tour band was the New 
Everglades, one of Liverpool's oldest established and 
best loved bands, so the night was a dream come true, 
a real trip down ‘Memory Lane’. Thanks Tommy 
Collins, for returning to share your gift with us. 


@ What a great country month this has been! 
Brian Ahern, 11 Villdale Avenue, Offerton, Stockport, 
SK2 5SQ. Tel: (061) 483 9532. 


YOUR 
CORRESPONDENT 
ANNE SLACK 


@ | first met Anne Slack some years 
ago at a concert in Derby Assembly 
Rooms. | remember that it was 
strongly supported from the North East 
and featured the Moat Brothers and 
Bob McKinlay, together with two 
‘unknown’ country acts, Sandi Hart, 
who went down a bomb and 
Pinkerton’s Colours, who had a mixed 
reception (as they often did in their 
early days in country music). 
Fortunately, those of us who have had 
faith in them have since had our belief 
in their considerable ability endorsed 
many times over. 


@ Anyway, back to Anne. Born under 
the sign of Capricorn (nineteen days 
before yours truly), she is a Mother 
with three boys and three girls 
between fifteen and twenty-five. More 
alarmingly, she is a Grandmother 
twice over, which makes me feel truly 
ancient. (This paper is becoming a 
den of antiquity)! 


@ Anne was born into a musical 

family. Her Grandmother played the 
church organ and violin, while Anne 
and her three brothers played in the 
local brass band. Oh, to have talent! 


@ Asa teenager she was greatly 
influenced by the music of Presley, The 
Everly Brothers, Rick Nelson and Slim 
Whitman. She appears to have later 
gravitated to the folk scene (where she 


met husband Terry) and, by a sort of 
natural progression, got into the 
country music circle. She also likes 
classical music, in fact, in her 
considerable collection of albums, the 
only thing missing is jazz. 

@ Her tastes in country could not be 
wider, ranging from bluegrass, right 
through to country rock. 


@ Anne and husband Terry have, for 
many years, been known as fearless 
promoters of country music, often with 
savage financial results. Still, they 
have persisted in promoting the very 
best available artistes across the 
whole spectrum of the music and 
deserve the very highest praise (not to 
mention support) for their efforts, 
which have latterly been concentrated 
on the Matlock CMC. 


@ Her favourite International artiste is 
Steve Young and she states that, of the 
British performers, her favourites all 
have one thing in common, they write 
some or all of their material, which 
shows a taste for the creative type of 
artiste. 


@ Outside of the music scene, Anne 
looks after the administrative side of 
her husband's haulage and 
maintenance business. She reckons to 
spend about 20% of her time on the 
"phone, which | can well believe. Has 
anyone else spent half an hour trying to 
get through to her number? Actually, 
she is more than capable of switching 
from telephonist to commercial vehicle 
mechanic ., Anyone looking 

for a roadie? 


@ Akeen animal lover, she has two 
goats, two dogs, two cats and at 
present three puppies. 


@ Youngest daughter Sharon takes 
part in various competitive events with 
her two ponies and Anne is her biggest 
supporter. 


@ Aloyal Royalist, the highlight of her 
year looks set to be watching youngest 
son Leigh's passing out parade when 
he leaves the Junior Leaders Regiment 
to join the Army Air Corps. 


@ It might seem that with all the 
various activities in which she is 
enmeshed, Anne would have no spare 
time at all. Nevertheless, she manages 
to fit in knitting, dressmaking and 
home decorating (you've got a good 
‘un there Terry) and with the family, 


spends time trying to master their 
considerable collection of musical 
instruments. She ruefully concedes 
that by the time they succeed, the only 
band in which they are likely to play 
will have St Peter as lead singer! 


@ Wrapping up this profile, Anne says 
that her two great loves are her family 
and the music of Steve Young. Her 
greatest dislike is impatience and her 
favourite sports are tennis and 
equestrian events. 

Truly a lady of many parts and a music 
critic for whose views | have the 
greatest respect. My thanks go to Anne 
for allowing me to put her under the 
spotlight. 


Larry Drummond. 
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26th June | Kenny Johnson & North Wind B.C. &Lainey 


Leisure Management Services in association with Kennedy Entertainments present: 


This programme is subject to alteration without notice. 


West Coast 


10th July 


Bob Newman & Carole Gordon 


Tony Best 


17th July 


Pinkertons Colours 


Snuffy Garrett | 


24th July | Rogue Band 


Sundown 


31st July | Hickory Lake 


Bettina 


7th Aug | Cliff Ledger Family 


Naden Brothers] *7-.: 


14th Aug 


Special Event 


28th Aug | Cliff Ledger Family 
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21st Aug | Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried 


Cliff Whelan 


Gordie West 


4th Sept 


West Virginia 


Tennessee Moon 


llth Sept 


Frank Ifield Show 


18th Sept 


Jeannie & Steppinstone 


Miki & Griff 


Leapy Lee Show 


2nd Oct 


25th Sept | Rogue Band 
White Line Fever 


Rose Marie 


9th Oct 


“*) 16th Oct 


23rd Oct 


Rogue Band 
West Virginia 
West Virginia 


Leapy Lee Show 


Clinton Ford Show 


Tennessee Moon 


| 30th Oct 


Hickory Lake Bob Newman & Carole Gordon 


Country and Western every Thursday. 


Come to the show-down at the Sandcastle, for an evening of exciting live Country and Western 
Music brought to you in true tradition every week by well known artistes. 


So, bring your Ten Gallon Hat on Thursday and round-up some real Country and Western 


Music. 


OOK The Sandcastle South Promenade Blackpool FY4IBB_ Telephone (0253)404013 22-4 - RARE 
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CMRU REGIONAL REPORTS 
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SAMA 


@ Normally my comments are based on the views of 
the audience, but on this occasion | am giving my 
personal opinion of Stu Page and Remuda. | am having 
difficulty finding words to do justice to this superb outfit, | 
found their approach to and their presentation of the 
music so refreshing, it was for me one hundred per cent 
pleasure, from the first note to the last. On the other 
hand | was most disappointed in the fact that most 
people did not appreciate the Band’s capabilities, 
mainly because they did not provide the run of the mill 
quick, quick, slow tempo required for the dancers. Can 
a band be too good for the average audience? In this 
instance, | would say yes. 


@ Around trip of over two hundred miles enabled me to 
enjoy the Rogue Band, who | found very pleasant to 
listen to, with a good variety of material. On this 
occasion they also backed Irish yodeller Greta Elkin, 
who's very good at what she does. My only criticism of 
this artist is that she does not change her material. Her 
sets were the same as | had heard her doing in Ireland 
several years ago. 


@ A journey of similar distance took me to see the 
Kevin Duffy Band with Avone Jones. Kevin seems to 
have hit the jackpot this time with his musicians. 
Drummer Tony remains as mad as ever,while Rusty 
Douch continues to do an excellent job as front man. 
New bass man Garrick provides brilliant harmonies and 
occasional lead vocals, but the real breath of fresh air in 
this outfit is sixteen year old Orkney lass Filidh 
Macdonald. Her pure sweet voice provides both first 
class harmonies and lead vocals. Indulging in a bit of 


crystal gazing, |cansee a lucrative future for this young 
lady, if she decides to stay in the music business. Avone 
Jones had a good rapport with fellow Texans in the 
audience. 


@ Excessive volume from local band Chameleon did not 
endear them to the audience on their first appearance at 
Inverness CWC. It was unfortunate that they did not 
seem to be able to turn it down enough for the audience 
to appreciate what they were doing. Individually, good 
musicians with some nice material. | should add, that 
other club organisers have not experienced the same 
volume problem with them, so it looks as if this was just 
an off night. 


@ Colorado absolutely sparkled when | heard them 
recently. Seems as if they have taken a leaf out of the 
Americans’ book, in as much as they are not rooted to 
one spot on stage. Very entertaining visually, combined 
with fantastic music makes a one hundred per cent all- 
round show, with the good atmosphere from the stage 
reflecting on the audience. On the night in question they 
invited on stage for a couple of songs, a gentleman 
named Cameron Whyte, who has spent most of his life 
America and Canada, he has been involved with some of 
the major names over there, but now he has settled in 
Scotland. He would like to get together with a band, 
anyone interested can get more information by giving me 
acall. 


@ | caught up with Perth based Gringo at the Keith 
Country Club and enjoyed their show. A five piece semi- 
pro band, they look smart on stage and their choice of 
material should be enjoyed by most audiences distance 


allows them to reach. The Town of Keith now has a 
community Radio Station and, Vice President of the 
Keith CMC Liz Davidson, presents a country programme 
on Saturday mornings. She is interested in hearing from 
bands who.might be available for a chat. 


@ Mel Hague paid a short visit to the area en route to 
Orkney and was, as always well enjoyed by his 
audiences. Likewise John C King, who spent longer 
around these parts before heading South of the Border. 


@ Ruby Rendall’s new bass player Dave Murray from 
Carnoustie, seems to fit in very well with the line-up, 
as is Josie Skinner, the new drummer with Hickory 
Wind. Departed from a brief spell with The Duke Boys, is 
steel player Allan Thompson and so it goes on. Like a 
never ending chess game, as the muscians move 
around from one band to the other. 


@ Areal bonanza for the country fans in the North this 
month, as Kid Wayne and the KWC Band from 

Ireland, the Dave Sheriff and Nicki Clarke Roadshow 
lona & Andy with Sarah Jory, are all on tour. The 
festivals, starting on Sun 6th July with the Keith festival, 
Sat 19th July, Blair Atholl festival, Wed 23rd July, 
Dingwall Fire Brigade Annual Concert/Dance and Sat 
26th/Sun 27th Inverness CWC's first festival. Along 
with the regular club nights, country fans in the area are 
well catered for this month. 


@ Anyone wishing more details on any of these can 
give me a call on (0463) 221268 or as always the 
address is, Ann Carmody, 56 Kilmuir Road, Inverness. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JULY 1986 
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@ A long overdue visit to the Swansea CMC, Imperial 
Hotel, Plasmarl, Swansea, saw the visit of Jolene & 
Barry from Scotland. More of a sing-along, even 
sounding melody than a real country sound, but 
nevertheless they went down well on their first visit to 
Wales. Jolene, on vocals only, accompanied by Barry 
and black box, did a good job with Janie Fricke’s ‘One 
More Broken Heart’. | also liked their ‘Blue Eyes Crying 
In The Rain’. It was nice to meet up with old friends 
again at this great little club. 


@ The Irish Club, Commercial Road, Newport, 
appreciates all kinds of music and often has country 
nights. One such occasion featured Memphis Short 
with Grand Canyon, who are a mixture of Patchwork, 
Concord and Dingle Dangles, but the mixture is 
blending quite nicely. Big guy Memphis, as well as 
being the funny man, can also grip the senses with such 
appealing ballads as ‘Seven Spanish Angels’, ably 
backed by the band. The other show | caught here at 
the Irish Club brought Kelvin Henderson and his band 
over from Bristol, for repeats of the good times he has 
previously given us. A first class band and a top rate 
steelie/vocalist in Bob Dixon. (Thanks for ‘Littlest 
Cowboy’). 


@ Sian McDonagh infos me that Foggy Bottom, a 
bluegrass band, were well received at the Black Prince, 
Llantrisant, where | would surely have been had my 
trusty steed been trusty at the time. 


@ Cal Ford & The Brakemen, alias the Reverend John 
White and son Paul, now seem a permanent fixture at 


the Santa Fe Saloon, c/o the Pig & Whistle, Station 
Terrace, Cardiff, and why not? With regulars like Pop 
playing his castanets to the occasional number and the 
disco pumping out anything except Roy Clark records, 
it's keeping more people out of mischief on the streets. 
The ‘old man from the mountains’, Cal, held my 
attention with ‘Darling Let’s Turn Back The Years’ on 
one evening and a lovely ‘Yesterday’s Wine’ on 
another. Still room for a few more, so y'all come on 
Monday nights. 


@ Paddle Steamer pleasure nights at the Tiger Bay 
venue included Steve Finn, famous locally for his 
‘Chantilly Lace’ and the captivating ‘Lila’. 


@ Dave Burns and friends made a change for me at the 
St Peter’s Rugby Club, Newport Road, Cardiff, in so 
much as it is folk night. | went along as | had seen Dave 
before and his brand of folk is more country sounding 
than a lot of country singers on occasions. He didn’t 
disappoint, with good guitar work, excellent vocals, some 
country numbers and a few flashes of the mandolin, an 
instrument he plays exceptionally well. 


@ Myfirst sighting of Bobby Bare turned out to be a good 
one at the St David's Centre, Cardiff, when he confirmed 
what | have always thought, he’s a real country boy. 
Even the way he walks off stage, leave alone his splendid 
performance, proves there are no airs and graces, just 
sheer talent. | liked his ‘Mermaid’. Billie Jo Spears, also 
on the bill and announced, (a little unfairly | thought) as 
the star of the show, once again put on her usual first 
class act, the best of which, forme, was ‘What|’ve Got In 
Mind’. 


Both artistes were backed by Alcatraz, plus a 
pianist for Bobby. It might be worth mentioning Billie Jo's 
pet names for the group, Whizzo (drums), looking like the 
tinman from ‘The Wizard Of Oz’, in the bathing blue light 
behind his array of skins, then Dagwood (keyboards), 
because of his eating habits (remember Blondie), J R 
(lead guitar) and Raindrop (bass). 


@ A long overdue show at the Pulmans Club, Davis 
Street, Cardiff, was sadly not well attended when the 
Jamestown Express appeared. They are an interesting 
group, who play material that’s right up my street. Dave 
Timothy (lead vocalist/rhythm) and Bruce Lovell (lead), 
have played together for many years. Deepening the 
sound with Benny Jantz (an acquired bass), filling with 
the steelie sound of Paul Miles, all rounded up with the 
background of Mickie (drums), they seem to be getting it 
together as an entertaining group. Mickie, we 
remember as the son-in-law of the late Wally Wallace, 
renowned for his writings in ‘CMRU’ and his brash but 
lovable manner. Material from the band included 
numbers like ‘Ravishing Ruby’, ‘Paradise’ and ‘It’s Nice 
To See Your Face Again’. Compere/artiste was Tony 
Hill of Prickly Pair fame. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


@ Another grand evening from a group contemplating 
a different image, dress-wise etc., Nashville Fever, who 
performed some new material, but didn’t omit ‘He 
Stopped Loving Her Today’ and ‘Dixieland Delight’. | 
went home looking forward to their next trip to the area. 


@ Dixie & The Dudes also turned up this month, their 
keyboard player having been replaced by Barry Fowler 
on steel. Still a good sound, even if it’s not the same as 


WALES 


FRANK POWER 


@ Alate dip inthe Irish Club for Shaun Michael (or what) 
and a lively evening’s sing-along with one of country 
music’s gentlemen. A nice Hank Williams medley and 
many requests and this wandering minstrel was on his 
way again. 


@ The Pier Hotel, Mumbles, Nr. Swansea, now stages 
country music each Thursday and will continue to do so if 
it's well attended, so go along! 


@ Our somewhat belated condolences to Hank Hillman 
who fronts the Hole In The Wall Gang, whose younger 
son, Robert Alan, just a few months old, was a victim of 
the cot death syndrome at the end of May. 


@ To end, my Star Spot of the month was the long, lost 
‘Miller's Cave’ from Bobby Bare at St. David’s Centre, 
Cardiff. 


@ My stage coach has arrived and | must go. See you 
soon. 

Frank Power, 1 Alma Close, Roath, Cardiff, CF2 5BD. 
Telephone: Cardiff 492021. 
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SCOTS SCENE 
DAVE HENDRY 


@ Letmesay first of all that Gerry Pollard, group leader 
of Country Pride, is a good listener and darned good at 
putting practice to perfection. This was proved beyond 
doubt when the combo played the Wayfarers CWC, 
Markinch, playing a first set that would have made any 
modern rock band sound like a set of whispering 
angels. Many left their seats to go outside, pick up and 
refit their ears. Thankfully, however, that period lasted 
only seventy-five minutes. Then to the bar (where else) 
and a very constructive chat with GP and Co., which 
took in quite a bit of hard, no punches pulled talking. As 
said before, Gerry is a great listener. Result of the 
‘steward’s enquiry’ was a completely new sound and 
one which had almost all the audience asking, ‘What 
happened to that other band?’ This is aband | would go 
a long way to hear and enjoy (on their second set 
performance). A new image is being sought by the 
band, so long tagged as back up for Carmel, who has 
since departed and reformed with another combo. A 
name change is on the cards and when it does come, 
I'm certain there will be a great deal of success in the 
higher bracket for these four lads. They’ve been around 
for a long time and deserve that break. 


ALL CHANGE 


@ Band changes are becoming as common in this 
region as political promises these days. Latest to join the 
ever changing ranks are the Sundowners (Fife). A not 


too pleasant parting of the ways now sees two bands 
formed by way of the split. Big City is the name taken by 
three former members of the old Sunnies, while a new 
line up comes in the shape of Jim Innes & Fife 
Sundowners from the remainder. The newline ups read, 
Big City - Ned Geddes (guitar/vocals), Charlie Ross 
(bass guitar/vocals), Rob Blair (drums). | have no doubt 
the trio will live up to their promise of staying with the hard 
country sound and it will be interesting to watch their 
progress. Equally interesting will be lead singer/rhythm 
guitarist Jim Innes leading his Fife Sundowners, Nick 
Devlin (lead guitar/lap steel guitar/fiddle/mandolin), lan 
Thomson (bass guitar/squeeze box) and Alan Muir 
(drums). All four join up in vocal harmony. Not having 
seen this new line up, | am reliably informed the combo 
were in fine style when seen playing a charity gig which 
raised £305.00 in aid of Adult Mentally Handicapped. 
The group remain in the management of Chris Weepers. 


NORTH TO ARBROATH 


® A fair bit of mileage, but shortened by the fact that 
Sandi Hart, Louisiana Hellraisers and Gringo will be on 
stage at the Wells Fargo CWC’s second annual Country 
Jamboree. The event was very encouraging last year 
and shows all the more promise this year with the quoted 
line up. Club secy Lui Forte tells me there is more than a 
little chance the show wilbe a total sell out on 25th July at 
the Community Centre, Arbroath, (can’t say I’m 
surprised). The Wells Fargo Club have been setting a 
pretty fast pace North of the Tay in recent months and 
with country music and ‘smokies’ on the same menu, 
there’s no room for contradiction. 


SOUTHBOUND 


@ Still grinding the mileage (courtesy of Frank Smith) 
and Ayr’s Southern Star CWC secy Isa Craig's 
progressive list of bands (home and touring) who have 
pulled capacity crowds to the Europa Lounge venue. 
Ireland's Cotton Mill Boys provide an all ticket show this 
month with homesters Country Blues, Bakersfield, 
Vision Country and Tumbleweed all treading the boards 
each Wednesday. Near neighbours Southern Comfort 
CWC have formed a bond of friendship with the 
Southern Star and are united in club visits etc., a very 
‘in’ thing in Scotland these days. 


T T COUNTRY 


@ Looking to Girvan, this month finds the Tommy 
Truesdale Country Variety Show taking place at the 
Beach Ballroom. Included in Tommy’s all female guest 
list are Carmel, Moira Kerr, Flo Stevens, Lorraine 
Summers and Helen Randell, with Barbara Allen 
voyaging from Ireland. The show goes through each 
Thursday. 


DOUBLE ‘kK’ DOUBLE UP 


® Glowing compliments are pouring in from those who 
have attended the Double ‘K’ CMC, Dumfries (and not 
only from secy Jim Kerr). A ‘phone call from a Leeds fan 
(who also thanks the Holiday Guide in ‘CMRU’), told me 
his good lady and self have never had such a good time 
at any of the Southern clubs. Compliments indeed. With 
the current and continuing success at the Embassy Hotel 
venue, it comes as no surprise to learn that August and 
November will see the club double up for two extra 


shows. One wag tells me they will soon be crowning the 
great bard statue with a stetson, so strong is the country 
feeling in the area. Just gotta get down that way in the 
very near future. 


THANK YOU AND CONGRATULATIONS 


@ A humble thank you to Rodeo CMC who have given 
yours truly the pleasure of Honorary President of the 
Skelmorlie club . .. To Wayfarers CWC committee and 
members for the very generous donation (£150.00) to 
S.C.M.F.’s campaign to take handicapped persons and 
escorts to ‘CMRU'’s House Party and Wembley Festival 
next year .. . Also to a dear lady member of White 
Horse CWC, Saltcoats, (who for the moment remains 
anonymous, but! am informed she is the oldest member 
of the club), who donated £100.00 and to this paper's 
Editors Colin and Pat Kettle for their generous offer and 
support for the campaign. 


@ Happy Birthday to Annette McDowall at the Burn’s 
CWC (over 21) and finally, best wishes to retiring 
President, Dave Miller, although | have strong feelings 
Dave will not be able to sit back taking no part of the 
action. Best wishes and thanks folks. 


Final words on my part are that the next time | visit a 
certain club in the Southern region and that same all 
black clad ‘country fan’ (?) tries to educate me on the 
Jesse James/Country Music connection, let’s hope 
there are no ladies in the company (even Mrs Black 
Clad), so | don’t have to be so polite! 


@ See you around. Dave Hendry, 121 Marmion Road, 
Greenfaulds, Cumbernauld, G67. 
Telephone: (031) 556 9642. 
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@ SOME weeks back | attended a charity function in 
the comfort of Barry's Hotel in Dublin. Sharing the 
spotlight for the worthy charity cause were two up and 
coming stars of country music Daniel O'Donnell and 
Seamus McGee. Both hail from dear old Donegal. 
Over the past year or so, both artistes have made a 
tremendous contribution to the live entertainment 
scene. Daniel began his musical career along with his 
famed sister Margo. After eighteen months experience, 
he decided to launch his own musical career and, with 
his band Grassroots, enjoyed moderate success with 
singles such as ‘Donegal Shore’ and ‘5,000 Miles From 
Sligo’. But, in 1986 Daniel, with a new band, new 
manager (Sean Reilly) and his album ‘Two Sides Of 
Daniel O’Donnell’ has set the country scene alight, with 
record crowds at almost all Irish venues, both at home 
and on his British tours. 


@ Seamus McGee on the other hand, has made great 
inroads into the country market, with singles such as 
‘Tonight Mary Anne’, ‘Sidewalks Of Chicago’ and his 
current single, ‘1982’, with the equally popular ‘The 
Emigrant’ on the flip side. He has collected accolades 
from the RTE Radio 2's ‘National Country Music Award’ 
and ‘Single Of The Year’ for ‘Lonely Women’. His 
compilation album/cassette ‘The World You Left 
Behind And Other Favourites’, show his approach to 
the music. 


@ Daniel and Seamus may be rivals on the country 
circuit, but their musical presentation is vastly different, 
both presenting a style that appeals to both the old and 
the new generations of country music fans. The country 


music scene may be in the doldrums, but if promoters 
seek to invest in new talent such as Daniel O'Donnell and 
Seamus McGee, then, like the charity organisers behind 
the function in Barry’s Hotel, they should be well 
rewarded for their efforts. 

We have talent, from the Family to Sandy Kelly and many 
more. All they seek is a change of heart from promoters, 
who seem to be out of touch with the new trends and new 
names of country music. It’s time for them to look back 
and give thanks, to look forward and take courage. 


COUNTRY STYLE ON DISC 


@ | was delighted to see Brendan Shine in the lower 
regions of the British Top 100, singing ‘Loneliness’, his 
best effort in a long while . .. New name Chris Blake is 
enjoying air play with ‘Angel Wings’, which is high in the 
Treble T R Radio charts . .. Seamus McGee's debut 
single for Failte Records ‘1982’ is a classy 

number . . . Eamonn Callaghan & The Pridesmen issue 
‘Forty Miles From Donegal’ as their debut, enjoying good 
radio exposure from NWCR . . . Fromthe up and coming 
trio Chisel, a good debut entitled ‘So Many Ways’. 
Album wise, we have ‘At Home In Ireland’, a selection of 
old evergreen favourites from Susan McCann on 
Homespun Records . . . Pastafront Records issue a 
cassette tape of original Jim Whitman material entitled 
‘The Green Fields Of Ireland’, some good 

tracks . . . Another cassette tape from Carn Records, 
Bobbie Cunningham with a country ‘n’ Irish selection, 
‘My World's Come Down’. 
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@ Singer T R Dallas and his band are featured in a thirty 
minute documentary ‘Ballroom Heroes’. Film maker 
Peter Mulryan’s topic is a day in the life of the country 
music artiste, meeting people like country music DJ 
Paschal Mooney, the zany manager Connie Lee and, of 
course, the country music fans. A very interesting topic 
and well produced film . . . Eileen King and her 
Kingsmen are appearing at country music shows in 
Luton (early June) and Peterborough (late August) for 
the Showboat Organisation. Eileen is currently seeking 
new recording material . . . It's time that ‘Screen ’86’ 
winner Jenni Stanley was signed by a major recording 
label. The lass has mighty potential and with her style of 
country she could go far. 


@ Gloria & Mississippi have made another comeback. 
One critic remarked that the singer and her band have 
made more comebacks than dear old Frank Sinatra and 
Larry Cunningham put together . .. RTE Radio have 
lost millions of pounds and thousands upon thousands 
of listeners to the land based pirate'radio stations. The 
last count revealed we had seventy-three stations on 
the air, playing the styles that the public enjoy, but are 
never played on RTE . . . Margo’s manager Bob 
Conlon is seeking fame in cabaret as Barney 
O'Shamrock, with a single and album due on Crashed 
Records. 


@ Slan Go Foill for now. Donal K O’Boyle, 
Bunbeg, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, Ireland. 
Telephone: (075) 31176. 
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ULSTER REPORT 


RICHARD DUDGEON 


@ THE recently established Hayloft CMC in the centre 
of Belfast had planned to meet on a weekly basis, but 
closed after only the second week, due to insufficient 
support. Only around two dozen patrons turned up on 
both nights, leaving the club organisers with not even 
enough to cover expenses, although those who did turn 
up really enjoyed the night's entertainment and 
expressed sorrow about the closure. 


@ |tseems many country fans now just want to be 
home-loving, armchair supporters, watching their 
music on the box. Even when American artistes come 
to Belfast they are not supported the way they should 
be. The latest visit from Opry stars Roy Drusky and 
Jean Shepard at the Grosvenor Hall, managed only 
one show and even then the balcony was not in use. | 
remember back in the sixties and seventies, each show 
would have been packed out for two shows a night. 


@ Some good news from BBC Radio Ulster for Paddy 
O'Flaherty fans. He will be back on air soon with 
another country programme, either Saturday or 
Sunday, around 12 noon. 


@ Eileen King’s Fan Club organiser Jackie McCartney 
has sent me along the new club badge, which is very 
attractive indeed. She reminds me that Eileen has been 
nominated for the Gold Star Award along with Gloria, 
Roly Daniels and Dermot O'Donnell. The nomination 
itself proves the popularity of the lass from Camlough. 


@ The AGM of Larne based El Paso Club, resulted in a 
change of Chairman in the person of John Anderson and 
PRO is now Jackie McCartney. Additions to the 
Committee are Audrey McCartney and W M Ferguson. 


@ Susan McCann continues to be one of Ireland's top 
crowd pulling country artistes, after a sell out week at the 
Arts Theatre followed her successful Easter tour. Earlier 
this year, she received the prestigious National 
Entertainment Award on RTE Television. More current 
news is that the Newry superstar recently made her 
seventh appearance at Nashville’s Grand Ole Opry and 
spent ten days recording in the country music capital for 
Homespun. 

She returned home to find manager Tony Loughman had 
lined up a very busy schedule, starting with two weeks at 
Clontarf Castle, to coincide with her summer tour. 


*Photo by Neilly Keeney. 


@ Susan McCann makes her seventh appearance on the 
Nashville Opry. 


@ Homespun are expected to release a newly 
recorded album of Irish songs titled ‘At Home In 
Ireland’, from Susan soon. This will be Susan’s second 
Irish album, her first achieving Silver Disc sales. The 
songs on the album are a selection of old and new 
popular ballads, such as ‘The Blossom Will Flower’, 
‘Rose Of Clare’, Once Upon A Time’, ‘Johnny Lovely 
Johnny’, ‘The Nightingale’, ‘Danny Boy’, ‘Rose Of 
Tralee, plus six others. 


® That'sit for this time round. The address as usual for 
all your country news is 

Richard Dudgeon, 10 Kitchener Street, Belfast, 

BT12 6LE. Tel: (0232) 240415. 


ANGLIA REPORT 
JOE ALLEN 


@ THE second Oxford Country Music Festival, which 
took place recently at the Appollo theatre, was a 
memorable occasion. Variety was the word for the 
evening, with some added comedy spots as a bonus. 
All the artistes ended up on stage for the final number 
‘The Games People Play’, after Raymond Froggatt 
took a standing ovation. 


@ Since the disbanding of Barbary Coast last year, 
pianist Barry Fletcher has formed a new band called 
‘Fletch’, (the thought waves of our Editor) the nucleus 
being Barry (keyboards and vocals), Dorothy Fletcher 
(vocals), Frank Angrim (drums) and Bootsy Kocan 
(bass). This versatile unit can add or subtract to meet 
individual requirements, so watch out for them! 


@ The Lone Star CMC held their big (31st May) charity 
evening at the Glamis Hall, Wellingborough to a packed 
crowd. Now organiser John Holloway would like to thank 
all the clubs and fans in the area for attending. The £1000 
target has now been reached and the ‘tilt table’ for the 
orthopaedic ward in the local hospital has just been 
ordered. The club moves to new premises at the 


Brian Richards Promotions 


R.O.A.B. club, Broad Green, Wellingborough on the 
23rd of August, with the London based group ‘Amerilla’, 
making their first visit to the area, (More details next 
month). Due to the success of recent events more big 
special nights are to be organised. 


@ We are told that Fox Duo can be seen every 
Thursday at the Grey Friar Public House, Bedford. 
While on Saturdays the Cottage Public House in 
Irchester, have decided to put on a Country Music 
evening with live acts. 


@ Asan aside for all Rockabilly fans, the Northampton 
based trio, ‘The Jets’ have a brand new album out on 
Nervous Records No. NERD 021 called ‘Session Out’. 
Ten out of twelve songs were written by two of the 
Brothers, Ray and Bob Cotton. Certainly if this is also 
your type of music it is one you will want to add to your 
collection. 


@ Seems that’s all for this month, don’t forget all Anglia 
Region information please to: 

Joe Allen, 385 Shelly Road, Wellingborough, 
Northants, NN8 3EW. Tel: (0933) 677352. 
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Presents 


RAYMOND FROGGATT 


Plus Special Guest Artistes:- 


LOUISIANA HELLRAISERS 
8th November 1986 


At the Robin Hood, Longbridge Road, Dagenham, Essex 


Advance Tickets - £3.00 - Telephone: (01) 311 3038 
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@ REDCAR Albion’s Saddletramps Club last month 
saw Sweet Water Creek, Gordon Lemondine Trio, 
lreland’s touring yodeller Greta Elkin with York's Rogue 
Band and Smokey Mountain Trio, all trying to pull 
enough punters in to ensure a future for the club, alas 
without much success. So, a relationship with country 
music stretching back some fourteen or fifteen years, 
has now ended. As usual, the lack of bums on seats 
was the reason put forward, although changes on the 
club committee and in club priorities has had much to 
do with it. The final show fell to the Pete Jones Outfit. | 
enjoyed my first sighting of this trio. 


@ A successful country music night with a difference 
was a novelty idea tried out on British Rail’s very 
beautiful Esk Valley line this month. A country music 
express along the thirty-five mile journey from 
Middlesbro to Whitby was a complete sell out. Local 
soloist Paul Wheater provided the music on the 
journey, with transport whisking passengers from the 
station to Whitby’s White Horse Inn, where Kelly's 
Country carried the entertainment on in fine style. The 
return trip featured Paul once more, lulling passengers 
into the land of nod. His very relaxed style was ideally 
suited to this occasion. 


@ | received some excellent literature from Sylvia 
Johnson on the history of the Go Country CMC, held at 
Glaxo Sports and Social Club, on the first Sunday of each 
month. 

Formed eighteen months ago, with official membership 
at over two hundred (and reading between the lines, all 
very proud of their venue and what they have achieved 
so far). Visitors and guests contribute to a regular 


attendance around the 270 mark, with most shows sold 
out well in advance. The top show of 1985, and still talked 
about, was from Poacher, with Gerry Ford’s Gambler 
and Bob McKinlay’s Dixie Fried raising the members’ 
pulses so far this year. Jeannie and a new line up 
Steppinstone guested at Glaxo this month. Jeannie’s 
rendering of ‘How Great Thou Art’ brought an ecstatic 
reception from the near full house. Her three encores at 
the end said it all. 


@ | caught my first glimpse of local quartet Cross 
Country since the departure of former lead singer 
Nadine. Their performance at Lingdale WMC showed 
them still to be one of the most impressive local outfits 
I've seen in some considerable time. Very good three/ 
four part harmonies, two quality lead vocalists in Vin 
Holden and a guy I’ve raved about for years, John Taylor. 
New recruit Steve Place is now at home on lead guitar 
and is soon to add his vocals to the band. Ex-Diablo 
drummer Joe Berwick’s the man trying to put it all 
together. They are a youthful outfit, concentrating on the 
newer music currently gaining popularity in the States. 
They have recently played Pontin’s Prestatyn Festival 
and gigs in Liverpool and Derby and it’s nice to see a 
local band prepared to travel further afield. They are 
presently in the process of recording a new cassette, due 
out shortly and one I’m personally looking forward to. 
Talking about casettes, fans of the Cleveland outfit 
Arizona will be delighted to hear they are entering Tees 
Beat Studios this month to lay down tracks for their long 
awaited debut tape, due out next month and featuring 
new material I’m told. 


@ Jim Burns has kept me in touch with Hartlepool 
happenings again this month (fee's in the post Jim)! He 
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reports that Ye Olde Durham Club featured High Plains 
Drifter, with lead singer Pete Carlton in superb voice 
and that Key West visited the lona Club, sounding better 
every time and giving their usual highly polished 
performance . . . When Shack Band visited Rovers 
Quoit Club without their drummer (hols), they still 
managed a creditable showing. 


@ Marske CC’s monthly show saw new local pairing 
Paul & Nadine go down very well. After a slightly 
nervous start, they proceeded to stamp their personality 
on the evening. Some excellent duets, harmonies and 
solos, a well balanced programme to suit most tastes, 
was entertainingly put together. 


@ Pete Ryan’s Band once again came up with the 
goods at Middlesbro’s Dorman’s Athletic Club. 
Outstanding entertainment, two superb versions of 
‘Faster Horses, Younger Women’ and ‘Rock Island 
Line’ highlighted some great lead breaks from Bri 
Harrison. 

Cliff Whelan captivated Loftus CC members with some 
beautiful ballads, 


@ Onmy first visit to the Bunkhouse at Guisborough’s 
Globe Hotel since it re-opened, torrential rain and 
lightning filled the sky and affected attendance early on, 
though this small intimate room was well full by the 
close. Kev Rae-mond opened the show in grand 
fashion, the night continuing in a similar vein with the 
appearance of Glaisdale’s Tony Richards and his 
lovely daughter Sally Ann. Holiday makers to 
Scarborough will know Tony well, as this year sees him 
celebrate eighteen years residency at the Corner Cafe. 
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@ | enjoyed Pinkerton’s Colours show at Middlesbro 
Cycling Club. Their distinctive three part harmonies are 
always pleasanton the ears. Dan Fogelberg’s ‘Mountain 
Pass’ was magic, with Phil outstanding on banjo. | 
thought ‘Old Flames’ was the best heard yet 

outside the original. 

@ Guisboro Quoits Club was the centre of my attention 
this month. New seccy John Thirwell is succeeding in his 
quest to bring the best to the club and near capacity 
crowds each week proves that, if the acts are good 
enough and the venue superb, the punters will tum out. 
Treading the Quoits’ boards this month were the Shack 
Band, who were in devastating form, the best I've seen 
from them. Phil and Ken Durrant’s twin lead vocals were 
a joy to behold, outstanding on ‘Suspicious Minds’ and 
‘Storms Never Last’. Support act the Andrews Brothers’ 
musicianship, on this occasion, did not match their vocal 
harmonies. Lane Travis appeared the following week 
with the highly respected Collier Dixon Line headlining 
the show. The years of experience contained within this 
band showed through. 


@ Finally, anyone in the region who fancies picking a 
guitar, banjo, fiddle or the like, then call in at the Picking 
Parlour, Redcar’s Red Barns Hotel any Monday night. 
You will be very welcome. Apologies to the organisers 
for completely forgetting to call in for the visit of 
American husband and wife duo Pete Sutherland and 
Karen Billings. 

@ That's it for this month, run out of space as usual. If 
you think your venue or actis worthy of amention, send 
the necessary info to Keith Render, 21 Scanbeck Drive, 
Marske-by-Sea, Redcar, Cleveland TS11 7AU. 
Telephone: (0642) 476509. 
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@ IT is good to see top American country singers 
including Newcastle in their concert tours again, with 
Glen Campbell, John Denver, Billie Jo Spears and 
Bobby Bare all appearing at Newcastle City Hall 
recently as part of their various tours. | missed the Glen 
Campbell and John Denver shows due to other 
commitments, but | have heard they were well received 
by large audiences. | did attend the Billie Jo Spears/ 
Bobby Bare concert and, although the hall was not 
completely full, Billie Jo and the Bare really entertained 
the audience by singing most of their well known songs. 
In fact, I’m sure Bare gained some new fans in people 
who had perhaps just gone to see Billie Jo. His ‘Streets 
Of Baltimore’, ‘Tequila Sheila’ and ‘The Jogger’ 
particularly pleased the audience. Billie Jo included 
‘What I've Got In Mind’, ‘Misty Blue’ and ‘57 Chevrolet’ 
in her set, before inviting the audience to join in for 
‘Blanket On The Ground’. Then Bobby Bare returned 
for some duets before they finished, all too soon, with 
‘Bye Bye Love’. 


@ The Country Jamboree CMC switched venue to the 
Blackhill Social Club, Consett, for the night, to present 
Raymond Froggatt and his band. It was nice to see 
visitors from many country clubs throughout the area 
travelling to Consett for the show and not being 
disappointed (as he did appear). 


@ Margaret Trotter of the Border CMC, Berwick, reports 
the Jeannie Dee Trio were well received at their monthly 
meeting, whilst at the Stella Maris Social Club, 
Washington, there was a capacity audience for Bob 
McKinlay & Dixie Fried. Bob's next visit to the region is 
3rd July at the North and South CMC, Gateshead. 


®@ | was really impressed with a group | saw recently at 
the true Grit CMC, Whitley Bay, the Black Spur Road 
Band. Although the name was unfamiliar, the lead singer 
certainly was no stranger, instantly recognisable as 
Robbo Robinson, ex-lead singer of Barbary Coast. | 
really enjoyed the content of the show, especially the 
George Strait songs. 


@ | was invited to attend the opening night of the Chuck 
Wagon CMC at the Fleece Public House, Alnwick, when 
the guest artistes were the Diesel Cowboys. The venue 
is small but the audience and committee are very 
enthusiastic. Thanks to Adrian and Doreen Ions for their 
hospitality. 


@ The Collier Dixon Line from Castleford, Yorkshire, 
have been popular visitors to this region for many years 
and have built up a large following of fans. | enjoyed 
their performances recently at the South Tyneside 
CMC, Horsley Hill, South Shields and at the Gunfighters 
CMC, Hebburn. They now have a cassette titled, ‘Collier 
Dixon Line-A Good Deal’ on sale at their shows and I'm 
sure it’s a must for all their fans. 


@ | have had good reports about a show held recently 
at the Outlaw CMC, Lanchester, featuring Station Break 
with Ken Harris. 


@ | have just returned from the country weekend at 
Haggerston Castle, Nr. Berwick, where some of the 
country’s top bands were featured, including West 
Virginia, The Hillsiders, Colorado, The Collier Dixon 
Line and the Rogue Band, as well as local favourites 
Cross Country and Sonia Ann & Stateline. 


TYNE & WEAR 


GEORGE MILLS 


@ Can! remind local club secretaries and bands that 
I'm still looking for your news, views, comments etc. 
Send them to George Mills, 15 Coatsworth Court, 
Gateshead, Tyne and Wear, NE8 1QR. 

Telephone: (091) 781885. 
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NORTH EAST 
EVE MORRIS 


@ Asmart hot-wire job courtesy of the A.A, ensured 
that the Raymond Froggatt Band reached their 
destination at the City Arms, Fawcett Street in York. 
After an up-tempo first set from the band, the laid back 
style of Raymond Froggatt took over. Froggatt giving 
his own very personal performance with his now 
expected repertoire of favourite, self written numbers. 
An amusing aside was the inclusion of ‘Nearest Thing 
To Heaven’ with the full gamut of J Cash impersonation. 
The show closed with Froggatt’s impassioned plea for 
peace and friendship and ‘Welcome to My World’. 


@ The extent of the Froggatt musical influence is far 
reaching, with his songs featuring in many bands’ 
repertoires, namely Country Breeze from Cornwall who 
stopped in at the Stables, Knaresborough on their way 
to the Tony Best week-end at Cayton Bay. Other 
material featured came from Gary Morris and George 
Strait, with Richard on drums expertly handling the Jim 
Reeves’ numbers. A very smartly dressed trio who will 
probably be here at the same time, same place, next 
year. 


@ A goodly sum was raised for the Harrogate Hospital 
Fund through the efforts of Geoff Ward at the Drovers 
Inn, Bishop Thornton and featured Sundown Trio. A 
good mixture of material, strongly presented, with multi- 
talented Andy playing guitars, fiddle, harmonica and 
flute, which particularly added another dimension to Ed 
Bruce's ‘Everything's a Waltz’. 


@ Stu Stevens 
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@ The long awaited return of Stu Stevens to High 
Harrogate was greeted with delight, albeit somewhat 
rowdily by some of his lady fans. Still,showman that he 
still is, he overcame the adulation to give full rein to his 
rich vocals. Backed by David on electric piano and Stuart 
on bass the Stu Stevens sound was achieved. Stu’s 
latest single release ‘Dream for Day’ is imminent. 


@ As|write, Dixie and Allun, formerly Kentucky Rain, 
have acquired new friends, namely the Backroom Boys, 
featuring Steve Collins on steel guitar. Best known as 
part of the Souther based Collins Family, the ‘Boys’ 
added depth and variety to this pleasing act. Compere 
and,odd spot man for the evening was Dave Bryant, who 
really must train his fans to ask for other requests! 


@ New to me are The Old Hat Band from York, witha 
lively approach to country and Bluegrass music. Strong 
vocals from front man Mark Benson and good 
harmonies, suggest that they have unplumbed depths. 
Worth checking out for their fresh and diverse material. 


@ The Grant Street Band from California, played the 
now traditional pre-Edale gig at the Grove Inn, Leeds. 
Their pre-publicity and, my previous sighting of the band 
in the USA, still left me unprepared for the impact and 
sheer musical ability that this band would have in 
England. Superb and haunting vocals from front person, 
song writer and fiddle player Laurie Lewis, with several of 
her songs certain to become bluegrass standards. No 
stranger to the UK, on banjo was Keith Little, seen on tour 
with High Country last year. Multi instrumentalist Tom 
Beckney abandoned his mandolin at one point to duet 
with Laurie on fiddle, super flat-picker Greg Townsend 


(whose off stage interests include working with stained 
glass) and driving force on double bass, Markie 
Saunders, proving why she is one of the most sought 
after bass players on the East Coast. On her trip to the 
UK last year she played with Queen Ida’s Zydaco Band. 


@ The Edale Bluegrass Festival celebrated its tenth 
year by moving to Ollerbrook Farm, Edale. This 
enlargement of the venue, with camping on site, made 
for an easier and more relaxed festival, only slightly 
marred by adverse weather conditions. However, the 
line-up of sixteen of the best of the UK bands, music 
workshops and competitions makes it impossible to 
single out one specific performance, but mention must 
be made of the truimphant Grant Street and also Steve 
Waller, mandolin player with Oregan’s Saw Tooth 
Mountain Boys, who flew to England especially to 
perform a guest spot on the Saturday evening concert. 
Credit to Steve Read for making yet another year 
possible. 


@ Abluegrass tour in October will feature another 
Californian Band this time, good ol’ Persons, formidable 
credits for this band also. September sees a cosy 
gathering at Slapton, South Devon, organised by Bill 
Titley’s Buffalo Bluegrass Band. Dave Crocker is now 
dividing his playing time between Country Grass and 
being lead guitarist for the Chris Laurence Band. 


@ Don't moan if you don’t get a mention, send your 
regional news and chat to: 

Eve Morris, 18 Powell Street, Harrogate, 

North Yorkshire, HG1 4BY. 

Tel: (0423) 508081. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JULY 1986 


Are you selling Britain’s 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


offering the greatest coverage 
of country music - is available: 
for club sales 


CLUB SECRETARIES 


Why don't you find out details and 
let your members have the latest 
news fast every month 


For details of 
special club rates 


lana 


ae 
(0522) 41546 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming ycar? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 
about your availability. 


You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keeping your name in the 
public eye! 

It can cost you as little 

as £2.50 per week.... 


1986 
All British Country Music 
Talent Contest Winners 


Enquiries: (01) 570 4749 
or (01) 898 5874 


COLCHESTER CMC 
(1st & 3rd Thursdays) 
Woods Leisure Centre, Colchester 


3T R Dallas & The Dallas Band: 17 TBA 


PONDOROSA CWC (Fridays) 
Pine Mine, Stowmarket, Suffolk. 


4 George Moody & The Country Squires; 
11 Al Cody & Clovis: 18 Western Rodeo 
Band; 25 Big Wheels 


LAZYACRE CMC (Fortnightly) 
SHA Hospital Club, Racecourse 
Lane, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. 


14 Pinkerton's Colours plus Country 

Company; 28 Bob Newman & Carole 
Gordon plus Silver City Country Band 
and Vince Layne. 

Resident host Tony Best 


WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC (Saturdays) 
Millbrook School, Lower Brownhill 
Road, Maybush, Southampton. 


5 Homer; 12 Cherokee; 
19 Original Shades; 26 Bandit 


IPSWICH CWC (Wednesdays) 
Bridge Ward Conservative Club, 
Austin Street, Ipswich. 


9 Art Williams & Family Band: 16 Jean 
Marie & Denver Band: 23 Bob Mac & 
Red River Country: 30 Sheriff Ben & 
Posse Band 


QUEEN BESS COUNTRY (Thursdays) 
Derwent Road, Ashby, Scunthorpe, 
South Humberside. 


3 Ricki Sylva; 10 Breaker One Nine; 
17 Stone Creek Boys; 24 Vince Clayton 
Trio; 31 Gordon Lemondine Duo 


THE END OF THE TRAIL CMC 
(Alternate Saturdays) 

Perdiswell Sports & Leisure Centre, 
Bilford Road, Worcester. 


12 Johnny Marks plus Linda & Arthur 
James; 26 Ron Jones & Black Jack 
County (Award Show) 


CIRCLE ‘W° WESTERNERS 

(Fridays and Saturdays) 

Brewer & Baker. Upper Church Lane 
Tipton. West Midlands 

5 Saddletramps: 12 Splinter Band: 


18 Whiskey River: 19 Showdown 
Country Band: 26 Desperado 


CLIFFSONS CMC (Weekly) 
Railway Club. Wrexham. Clwyd 
North Wales 


7 Jeff's Talent Night: 14 Alan Williams 


21 Shotgun Duo: 28 Yours Sincerely 
Resident host Jeff Cliffson 


HULL CMC (Fridays) 

‘Olivers’. 2 Norfolk Street 

Beverley Road. Hull 

4 Harvey: 11 Nashville Fever 

18 Rivendel: 25 Dave Bryan with Pat & 
Roger Johns 
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THE INVERNESS CWC 
invites country fans to join them 
at Inverness Ice Rink 
on 26th and 27th July 1986 


GOLDEN WEST CMC (Sundays) 
Carpenters Arms, Fenton, 
Nr. Lincoln 


6 Jim Ryder; 13 Wells Fargo: 
20 Southern Pride; 27 Tony Goodacre 


CON’S COUNTRY (Saturdays) 
Conservative Club, Kings Road, 
Immingham. 

5 lona & Andy with Sarah Jory; 

12 Crawford Bell; 19 Johnny Marks; 26 
Tony Goodacre with Bill Clarke 


LONGLANDS SOCIAL (Thursdays) 
Middlesbrough. 


3 Pinto; 10 Vegas; 17 Country Cool; 
24 Mal Carson Trucking Co.; 
31 Nashville Fever 


Te holler Y 


(0788) 79431 


NEW CROSS KEYS (Mondays) 
High Street, Yarm. 


7 Moat Brothers; 14 West Virginia; 
21 TBA; 28 Stone Creek 


CHESHIRE COUNTRY CLUB (Mondays) 
The Rugby Club, Priory Lane, 
Macclesfield. 


7 Stroller Band plus Bobby Buck; 

14 Longhorn Band plus Gold; 21 Red 
Moon Joe Band plus Jim Hagan; 

28 Armadillo Band plus guest. 
Shoney's Disco at all shows. 


COLORADO 
THE COTTON MILL BOYS 
GERRY FORD @ GAMBLER 
MANSON GRANT @ 


PROSPECT CMC (Fortnightly-Fridays) 


Prospect Hotel, Harrogate. 


4 Summer Special 
The Shack Band plus Jim Ryder; 
18BC & Lainey 


YORK CMC (Thursdays) 
York City Arms Sports Club, 
Fawcett Street, York. 


3 Moat Brothers; 10 Nashville Fever; 
17 Ken & Billie Ford; 24 Pete Ryan 
Band; 31 Station Break 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
(Mondays) 

Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire. 


7 Paul Wheater; 14 Vince Clayton; 
21 Jean Marie & The Denver Band; 
28 Les Close Trio 


TUMBLING SHACK CMC 
(Approx every six weeks) 
Greenfield WMC, High Street, 
Dunsville, Doncaster, 

South Yorkshire. 


8 Wendel Adkins & his Band; 
22 Joe Sun & Solar System 


HIGH PEAK CMC (Monthly-Friday) 
Railway Hotel, Bridge Street, 
Buxton, Derbyshire. 


11 All Winners Show 
West Virginia (Best Group 1985) 
plus Johnny Marks (Best Solo 1985) 


HIGH LANE CMC 

(Saturdays plus special shows) 
High Lane Conservative Club. 
Buxton Road. High Lane. Stockport 


5 Gypsy: 11 Wendel Adkins (USA) & his 
band. plus Randy Blue & Deep Water (at 
Mirrlees Club. Bramhall. Moor Lane. 
Hazel Grove. Stockport - 

12 Dave Bryan Band: 19 White Line 
Fever: 26 Collier Dixon Line 


THE WELCOME CMC (Sundays) 


Greyhound Hotel. East Lancs. Road 


Leigh, Lancashire 
6 The J D Band: 13 Touchwocd: 


20 Out Of Hand: 27 Jean Marie & Denver 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Sundays) 
The Black Horse. Thompson 
Avenue. Wolverhampton 


6 Shiloh: 13 Nashville Fever: 20 Blazing 
Saddles: 27 Stu Page & Remuda 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Fridays) 
The Albion, Lichfield Road 
Wednesfield. Wolverhampton 


4 Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried: 11 The 
Splinter Band: 18 The Steel Water Gang: 
25 Shotgun 


HAZEL GROVE CMC (Sundays) 
Reform Club. Napier Street 
Hazel Grove. Stockport 


6 T P Stubbs & The Bar Room Band: 
11 Wendel Adkins (USA) and his band. 
plus Randy Blue & Deep Water at 
Mirrlees Club, Bramhall - 

13 Kelly Band: 20 TBA: 27 TBA 


DORMANS ATHLETIC (Thursdays) 
Oxford Road, Middlesbrough. 


3 Nashville Fever; 10 Pinto; 
17 Sweet Water Creek; 24 Boothill Boys; 
31 Cheyenne 


THE DYNAMOS 
JOHN C KING 


JOLENE @ BARRY 
HICKORY WIND 
APPALOOSA e SLAINTE 
CENTREFOLD 


to enjoy concerts and dancing to 


some of Britain's best country acts, 


including:- 


COMPERED BY COLIN MARTIN 
For further details ‘phone (0463) 221268. 
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ROSS RECORDS, 29 MAIN STREET 
TURRIFF. ABERDEENSHIRE 


SEND £1 IN STAMPS 
FOR OUR NEW 
MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE 
US IMPORTS. DELETIONS, BRITISH, IRISH 
LPS AND CASSETTES 
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THE GO COUNTRY CLUB 

(Monthly- 1st Sunday) 

Glaxo Sports & Social Club. Harmire 
Road. Barnard Castle Co Durham 


6 Manson Grant & The Dynamos 
CADES COUNTY CMC (Fridays) 


Shireoaks MW. Shireoaks 
Nr. Worksop. Notts 


4 Mal Carson Trucking Co. 11 Gordon 
Lemondine Trio: 18 Jean Marie & 
Denver 25 BC & Lainey 
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DOUBLE ‘B’ CMC (Tuesdays) 
Community Centre. Studley Green 
Nr. Stokenchurch. Bucks 


1 West Virginia (Award Night): 
8 Texas Tornado: 15 Stu Page & 
Remuda: 22 Indiana: 28 Loose Change 


HARROW CMC (Thursdays) 
Morritt’s. Adj. to Wealdstone FC 
Station Road. Harrow, Middlesex 


3 Al Cody & Clovis: 10 Stone Creek: 
17 George Moody & The Country 
Squires: 24 Stewart Brothers: 

31 Firewater 


BORDER PATROL CWC (Weekly) 
c/o The Irish Club, Basildon Road 
Laindon. Essex 


4 Dave Lord & Country Gold: 


11 Showboat Country Band: 18 Rio: 
25 Tall Tex & The Honky Tonk Cowboys 


INVERNESS CWC (Tuesdays) 
Pharaohs, Inverness Ice Rink. 


1 Dave Sheriff & Nicki Clarke plus 
Johnny's Country Disco; 8 Manson 
Grant & The Dynamos; 15 lona & Andy 
with Sarah Jory plus John C King; 

22 The Duke Boys plus Dave Sheriff & 
Nicki Clarke; 29 Ruby Rendall & 
Cimarron 


ABERDEEN CWC (Tuesdays) 
The Hotel Metro, 17 Market Street, 
Aberdeen. 


1 Harmony plus support; 8 Kid Wayne & 
The K W C Band plus Dave Sheriff & 
Nicki Clarke; 15 Manson Grant & The 
Dynamos plus support; 22 Cotton Mill 
Boys plus Sarah Jory and lona & Andy; 
29 Colorado plus Spill The Beans 


SOUTHERN STAR CWC (Wednesdays) 
Europa Lounge, New Road, Ayr, 
Scotland. 


2 Country Blues; 9 Bakersfield; 
16 Cotton Mill Boys; 23 Vision Country 
Music; 30 Tumbleweed 


BORDER CMC (Monthly-2nd Tuesday) 
Black & Gold Social Club, 

Shielfield Park, Tweedmouth, 
Berwick-on-Tweed. 


8 Gypsy 


BLAIR ATHOLL CWC (Monthly) 
Village Hall, Blair Atholl. 


19 Festival 

Cotton Mill Boys; Manson Grant & The 
Dynamos; John C King; Appaloosa; 
Hickory Wind; Jolene & Barry 


TUCSON CMC (Mondays) 
The Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Edinburgh. 


7 Gypsy; 14 Nebraska; 21 lona & Andy 
with Sarah Jory; 28 Gerry Ford & 
Gambler 


BORDER BADLANDS COUNTRY CLUB 
(Monthly-1st Sunday) 
Auld Smiddy, Gretna Green. 


6 July - West Virginia; 
J August - High Plains Country 


GLASGOW’S GRAND OLE OPRY 
(Fridays. Saturdays and Sundays) 
2/4 Govan Road. Paisley Road Toll 
Glasgow G51 


Country music every Friday. Saturday 
and Sunday night 


ELGIN CWC (Weekly until September) 
St. Leonard's Hotel. Duff Avenue. 
Elgin 


3 Brad & Maggie Ford Trio: 

10 Dave Sheriff & Nicki Clarke: 17 lona 
& Andy with Sarah Jory: 24 The Country 
Jays: 31 Joe E Hamilton & High 
Chapparal 


SOUTHERN COMFORT CWC 
(Saturdays) 

P.H.A.B. Club, Claremont Crescent, 
Kilwinning, Ayrshire 


5 Country Pride: 12 The Rednecks: 
19 John F Stone Band: 26 Carmel! & 
Mississippi 


NORTHERN GUILD OF SONGWRITERS 


Country music every Wednesday at the 
Riverside Banks, Nr. Southport. 
Admission Free 


ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 
DOESN'T COST, IT PAYS. 


J & E Records 


St. Mary’s Road, 
West Walton, 


Wisbech, Cambs, PE14 7EH 


@ HUNDREDS OF LPS AND CASSETTES IN STOCK. ALL C/W. LATEST BY UK, AMERICAN AND 
IRISH ARTISTES. PLUS AMERICAN AND BRITISH DELETES. 


@ WEDONOTHAVEA COMPLETE LIST YET. SO DROP MEA LINE OF YOUR WANTS. SEE WHAT 


WE CAN DO! 


@ CALLING ALL CWCS . . . NEED SOMETHING TO PLUG THOSE GAPS BETWEEN BANDS AT 
YOUR DANCE? THEN RING “E0-THE-HAT’ COUNTRY DISCO. NO FLASHING LIGHTS, JUST GOOD 


OLE C/W MUSIC. 


(0945) 61717 
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CIVIL 
WAR 
BATTLE. 


— BANDS 
BRITAIN’S TOP COUNTRY MUSIC ACTS 
Including @ ROSE MARIE 


@ TAMMY CLINE AND SOUTHERN COMFORT 


@ PETE SAYERS and THE DIXIE BLUEBIRDS 
Direct from their Don Williams Tour 

@ YELLOWSTONE PICNIC BAND 

Those fast rising stars of tomorrow 

@ LOUISIANA HELLRAISERS 


Britain’s representatives for the 1986 Euro Country 
Music Masters (14 Nation TV Spectacular) 


@ THE YELLOW ROSE BAND 


DONINGTON 
RODEO & COUNTRY 
WESTERN FESTIVAL 


Sunday 13th July 
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Special Guest appearance by 


KEITH JOHN 
direct from the USA. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-JULY 1986 


llam to llpm 
Donington Race Circuit 
(near East Midlands Airport, 


Sa 


TRADE STANDS 
| CAMPING 
BA STILT WALKING 
3 FIRE EATING 
MW" LICENCED BAR 


Advance Tickets £5.00 Full Day 
11am-11pm £6.00 On the Day 
CHILDREN UNDER 14 HALF PRICE 


Ticket Sales from 


GRAMLO PROMOTIONS LTD. 
Promotional Office,.Kirklington Road, Bilsthorpe, Notts. 
Please Enclose Stamped Addressed Envelopes. 


Tel: Code (0623) 871400 - 871401 - 870327 - 795142 
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